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Tub 'Author of the '■ ScvmsH Orphans," 
s,^grateriil for the very flatteriog receptioD whlcl^ 
the first part ofthat tale has received IJrom an id- 
^dolgoDt pablic, hasleDS to redeem her pledge of 
publishing a Second Part of Ibe Hbtory 

The present narrative is entitled Artrvr Mon- 

OtTBiTH, fiom the name of the pi^cipal actor la 

the former piece* which traced him from the pert- 

^•od of his birth to that of his atttuning the object 

^of his honourable ambition, a Commission in the . 
'l^King'i service. It may here be proper, briefly 
~ v'to recapitulate, that Arthur, with his sister Jessie 
^md hisbrether Allen were the children of a Scottish 
, gentlcipan uf ancient fhmily, who forfeiteil bJs life 
' O nnd estate by taking part in the rebellion of f 745 ; 
'^— 4hat the Orphans were preserved and broogbt 
, Qp aa their own, by two faithful domestics, Wir.- 
'i-^LiAH and Jahs Mathiesor ; — that WiDiHin whi 
f^ubsequently distinguished by the favour of Golo- 
I NEL Beahkont, the husband of a lady whose father 
^was believed to hove perished id the rebellion ; — ■ 
That Arthur, by the secret assistatice of a person, 
known only to him as old Robert, the hermit, 
acquired the knowledge and accomi^isbmeDts fit 
to enable him to move in a higher sphere of soci- 
ety ; — that he well repaid the confidence reposed 
in him by the old Recluse, and as steadily lejecN 

<*^ 823644 («ECAP)^ 
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ed all oikn of placing him in an occupation equal- 
ly DDsnilablQ ^o bis real ori^o (of irhicb he re- 
taioed an obscare recollection) and to bis acquir- 
ed talents ; — and finally that being patronized by 
Colonel (afterwEirda Sir Charles) Beaamont,he 
accompaiaed the latter to India as bis aid-de- 
, camp. ^ 

ItwoQid be a needless repetition 16 advert to 
the particulars mentioned of Ladt Beaumont, 
and her bttle protogee, Jessie — of Anhie and 
jAHit.tbe real children of the Matbiesons-— of 
CoLOMBL MoNTEiTB, the uODalurat uncle of Ar- 
thur's father — or of C01.1B, the Colonel's son. 
These characters will be Bufltciently developed 
in thepr(^es8of the ensoiog narrative, to nhich 
without farther preface, we now proeeed. 
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CHAPTER I. 

It was a bright and lovely morDiDg when Ar- 
IhoT MoDteith, as yet knowD only by the name 
of MnthiesODibade farenellto the scenes ofhis 
yoath. Handgome, BccompIiBhed, and choseo at 
the Qge of seveateen as ajd-de-camp, by 6o distin- 
gaished nn officer as General Beaamont, fancy 
might perhaps hsve wbispered to him, that in leav- 
ign Scotland for India, he mas etiteriof on a career 
ofboDourable ambition, andof future fame. Bat 
neither the animaling features of the landscape, 
nor the warmth of youthful hope, could for many 
Ifours, dispel tha sadness which dwelt upon his,, 
mind, in parting, perhaps for ever, from hisdenr _ 
friends at the farm-honse of Locbroore, and al the' 
elegant maiVsion of Glenlyn. 

Arthur's departure had rendered each of these 

Slaaos a scene of sorrow. At Lochmore, where 
ARE MATiiieso:i, his supposed mother, and An- 
nie, who believed herielf to be his sisteri both of 
them absorbed in grief for his loss, and both fond- 
ly cherishing the remembrance of his constant 
prudence and tenderness. At Glenlyn, was Mra. 
Beaumont, and her visiters, William Matbieson, 
Jessiti, Allen, and Jamie, ill in various degrees 
a&cted at losing the society of one whom they 
so justly esteemed. Mrs. Beaumont looked, wittr 
sickneis of heart, to the prospect oTa Icu^ sepa- 
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ration from her beloved basband, the General ; 
hut this circumstsQce iMd not prevent her from 
■ympaihi^ing deeply vrith the friends ef onr young 
hero. Jessie, Allen, and Jamie, felt as it was na- 
tural to feel for one whom they all regarded as a 
brother, though in fact he bore that relation only 
to Ibe two former But the most acute sufierer 
was William Mathieson, his preserver and almost 
more than parent. While the carriage in which the 
General aud Arthur were seated was receding ra- 
pidly from Gleelyn, William stood gazibg nncon-, 
eciously aller it, as if stunned with the riol^ce 
'of his gfief: Allen and Jamie were both drowo- 
«d iu tears, at his side ; and the sobs and moans, 
of poor Jessie were heard, even at that distance, 
by them all 

"Father." atJast said Allen, " Arthur desired 
as to comfort Jessie. We mast not, therefore, 
allow ourselves to add to' her grief, by letting 
her see us iu tears. I will go up to her first, and 
310U and Jamie wilt, I hope, soon be able to follow 
me." " We must remember that we have mourn- 
ers too at home," said Jamie. " I Ihank yon, 
Allen, for recalling to my recollectioD that 
our duty does not allow us tp waste time in 
tears." 

"Oh, wh^tdol not owe that dear boy," ex- 
claimed William' " for having trained my son 
to think and act in the way he does ? All that I 
have ever done for him, is tenfold paid." 

He pressed Jamie in bis armx.Bsyiogi '- Gobome, 
my love, to your mother. Allen and! will go up to 
Mrs. Beaummitand Jeuie. Tell my wife that as 
soon as we can leave them composed, we will 
"■turn to her." 
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" I CBDDot go, father, nithout seeing Jessie, I 
must, irpossibie, leara that she is better, beforel 
retam to my ^mother." 

" Well) well, then. Jamie,]rt]D up, hot doo'l stay 
loDf ,'as your mother requires you at boiD« more 
than Jessie can do, here.'' 

Mrs. Beaumont wus almost in as.great distress 
Bii pnor Jessie ; hut in a little while she overcame 
in some degree, her grief, and entered into con- 
reroalion with Wilham. When he lef^ her, ihe 
be^ed that he nonld hIIow Allen to remain with 
them that dny. '' And, indoet), my friend," eon- 
tinned she," yon must spare him tons very often, 
or I. do not know what nill become of us. He ■ 
shall not spend hia time to idleness, I promise yoa ; 
poor dear Arthur never did, but seemed to im- 
prove every day, all the years he has lived with 

William assured her that Allen shonld alvrays 
be at her service, vrhea not occupied at school. 
He then promised, at her request to bring his nife 
and Anoie, to spend the next day ivtth her, as it 
buppened (o be Sunday ; and though upon or- 
dinary occasions they nerer went out on that day 
except to chrucfa, he thought nun, that it would 
be good for them all to t>e together, at such a time 
of affliction. Great was Jan3's astonishment when 
this was communicated to her, for though she 
bad often been mvlt^d to come to Gtenlyn, 
ber husband had uniformly made ber find some 
excuse. 

" It is not suitable, my dear Jane, for either a ' 
farmer or his wife to sit at the same table with 
their master and mistress : and neither is it proper 
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for the father and mother of their adopted niece 
to eat vrith their servants. I Dever will agree to 
either ; aod therefore, though it is kindly meant 
in the laird and his, lady, (o ask us to visit them, 
we are much better at home, and can see our 
dear Jessie taote properly ia our ovrn cottage." 

Such had unirormly been William's reasoning, 
aod therefore. June had some cause for surprise, 
when he told har he had settled that she should 
spend Ihe next day at Gienlyn. 

I thought you nould be Hurprified, my dear, bat 
circiimstanceii aher every thing. Had we gone 
formeriy to visit the lady, all the ctiuntry would 
have been making their remarks upon our pride, 
and the laird's folly in raising us beyond our prdpet 
station in life ; but going at such a time as this, 
when every one must know that both the lad; and 
we her dependents, are suffertog from the same 
cause, will only appear like good Christians 
endeavouring to comfort one another. In the 
tsdy, it will look as if she condescentled to a^soci- 
ate with us, to comfort us for the loss of our 
son ; and in us, as if we went to the bouse only 
in the hope, that through her we might strengthen 
our boy's interest with the Colonel, and incline 
her to give as every information she receives of 
him." 

Allen remained all the morring at Gienlyn, and 
If ith great diffically Mrs. BeaLmont prevailed on 
him to dine with her; but the moment the dinner 
was over, he said he was under the necessity of 
goii^ a little way on the Linton road before he 
returned home, and therefore hoped she would 
excuse his leaving her directly. When he was 
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gone, Jessie was so much worn oat with ber weep- 
ing and distress in the mornlDgi tl^at her aunt pre- 
vailed OD her to lie 'down for an hour ; Uii as soon 
as Mrs. Beaumont saw her safely id bed, she re- 
tired to ber own dressing room, meaning to in- 
dulge in the grief she had so long stiuggled-tb 
restrain. She opened the door, ' and baviw 
fastened h, in order to avoid surprise, she aa- 
▼anced towards the table, but started on coming 
near it for there la; a nmilar note to that in 
the be^Hr's bag of pebbles, 

She eagerly tuok it up, and after reading it, 
exclaimed nlciud : '' Now, indeed, be has kept 
bis wurd with me, and I am nchl; rewarded for 
any kindness I have ever sRown.eiiher to Jessie or 
Artfaor ; but how strange it appears, that Ihrongh 
tbem 1 should receive my beloved father's pardon, 
afler alapseofsoronnyyears without my ever baV' 
ii^ board his name mentioned, and after having 
iblly believed that be was no longer an inhabitant 
of this world, i can. however, doubt no longer ; 
this is his hand writing and seal, and if ai^ tning 
conld have reconciled me to the parting from my 
Charles, the assurance of beingpanloned and bless- 
ed b; my still dear parwil, was the only tbmg that 
codM hare made me willingly submit to the sacri- 
fice," ''No wonder," thought she, aa she sat 
tdminating in her chair. " that Arthur's manner 
and acquirements surprised ua all so mucb. The 
pupil of Sir Alcia!ider M'Dohalp, for five 
years, most have surpassed any other lads, either 
in this neigbbourbood or anywhere else ; and oh ! 
what a comfort to me now, to reflect (bat Charles 
bas the benefit of such a companion I For my 
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sake, as well as that of hia instructer, he will 
watch orer m; husbaod'a health and interest. 
Far difiereot will be bis affection from (hat which 
any other indiridual in bis place conld Lave 
shown; and whilst he has life, he will be to us a 
son." 

In due time a packet arrived from the travellers 
to gladden the hearts of their nnxioiis friends. 
It contained letters to all of them, though Allen's 
was much more bulky than any of ll^ olhers.- 
To Jessie. Arthur sent a small miniature picture 
of himself; telling her, 'that as he bad given Annie 
a keep-sake before he left her, he now wished to 
do the same to her ; and as he knew that she bad 
a very handsome Bible already, he bad thought 
that his picture would please her better than any 
thing else. Jessie's delight at receiving so ac- 
ceptable a present, was unbounded : and indeed 
her pleasure was nearly equalled by that of all 
connected with the original, who were never tired 
of lookingon a resemblance that seemed to bring 
their dear boy so forcibly to their recollec- 
tion. 

The Colonel (or as we must now call biiq, the 
General.) told Mrs. Beaumont, that every day 
reconciled him more and more to her choice of an 
aid-de-camp for him ; and he only wiehed that she 
bad been the person to choose the other officer 
who attended him in a similar capacity ; for the 
young man to whom he found himself compelled 
by powerful reasons to give that situation, was 
very inferior to Arthur, both in appearance and ac- 
quirements. 

" MoNTEiTB, however, (for that is his name. 
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continued the GeBeral,) may turn oat betlei thnn 
1 at present expect. His father I Dever liked; 
bat bis mother, who was a Aslant relation of mine, 
was an excellent ironian ; and she nas coi^detely 
sacrificed in becomiag the wife of such a man. 
' She died some years ago, report says, of a broken 
heart, leaving this boy, and one girl, the only 
heiri to the lai^e estate nhich her husband acquir- 
ed by the forfeiture and death of his nephew, 
Hector Moateith.-^ Poor Hector, whom yon 
nnisl recollect to have seen at your father's a little 
while before our marriage, was unfortanateiy 
seized after the late rebsllion, and executed at 
Carlisle !" 

Hrs. Beaumont wag delighted with the aatisfac- 
lion expressed by her hus^nd, at having Arthur 
with him, and totd William what he had said, the 
first time he saw him. William started on her 
naming Monteilh, and turned to the irindow to 
conceal the agitation which such a piece of infor- 
mation naturally produced ; but Mrs. Beaumont, 
having no suspicion of the cause, went on talking 
and relating all she recollected of the young man's 
father, declaring that she coald scarcely forgive the 
General for having any connexion nilh the son of 
90 bad a man, 

William was glad when he could with propriety 
take leave ; for the agitation that this news pro- 
duced, made him wish earnestly to enjoy a little 
quiet rejection before he determined on what 
course to parsue. After quitting Mrs. Beaumont, 
he walked for several hours in the glen, hesitating 
whether it would not be better for him at once to 
write to Art hnr, and advise him to give up his com- 
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mission bdi] return direct); to Loclimore, ralber 
than allow him to become the associate ofthe son' 
of CoUjoel Mnnteilh'; hut at last it Mruck faim 
that by so doing, tie mig lit .produce the very evil 
he wished to avoid ; for should the Colonel's attea-. 
lion be dratra to Arthur, be irould lesrn that the 
latter nas the reputed son of William Mathieson, , 
and this name would be enough to give so ai-tful 
a m.in a clue to the truth. Having iherelnrc 
. convinced himself that it woufd be more {irudent 
for Arthur to coqtinue under General Beaumont's 
protection, he determined in his Qext letter to biDi 
to enforce more strongly tfaan'everi the necessity 
of his saying nothing whatever on the subject oi 
his birth, 'aad to trust to Providence for the 
event. 

" He has been the pecaliar care of Providence 
alt bis life, poor boy, (thought William,) and I 
trust he will not now be forsaken ; perhaps tt 
may be for some good purpose that his cousin 
is made his associate ; and what appears to a short 
sighted mortal like me to be an evil, may be in- 
tended as' the means of bringing about his resto- 
ration tu bis rightful inheritance." 

Wniiam wrote the very next ilay to Arthur ; 
and having done so, endeavoured to banish from 
his mind the rect^ection of a circumstance that 
had giv^D him at first so much uneasiucBs. Ge< 
nerni Bcuumont and his suite sailed for India, and 
for many mouths their friends heard nothing of 
them, as in those days the vovnge was much more 
tedious than it is now. At last the joyful infor- 
mation arrived of their safety, vvhich spread a ray 
of pleasure on every face around Glenlyn. Ar- 
thur, according to William's particular request, 
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trrots him a loog account (^ aU (hat bad occutrad 
to him dvring tbo voyage. Tonards the end 
of his latter, be meotiooed Colin Monteitb as 
fcUonrl: 

" He is greati; to'bi- pitied, poor fellow ! for do 
one hae ever take:) the slighttiBl trouble to give 
Um mstruction, on the subject of all others the 
■Mat feeceasaty for the happiness and good con- 
dad of a hnmna bein^;. A little smattering of 

. Greek und Latilt with nbundance 'of frivolous 
•cqoireneBtv, have nccnpied tbe whole of bii 
time ; and be fancies, that by ridiculing and hold- 
.ingup to contempt both religion il*elf, and thoss 
who profeflB to be followers of its laws, be sbowv 

■ bis superior wit and understan<fing ; whereas, in 
facli he only exposes his own ^noraoce, and be- 

** comes an object of real pity to those he affects to 
deapiw. All tbiSi however, is a profound secret 
.to General Beaumont, as Monteitb has sense 
enoagh to diBCover thut his creed would not 
false him in tbe opioionof our worthy comniaDder, 
'find theiefore he never enters on such topicti but 
when he is sure tbe General is safely lodged in 
Ills hammock, or engaged at sQch a distancQ , 
(tola him, thai he runs no danger of being sur- 
iniaed. • 

" The intercourse I have had with this young 
man, has increased, if possiUe, my f^eliDg of 
thankfulness and gratitude to ProTidence. jur 
faBving'phced me unjer tbe care of my dear 
aod ever valued parents at Lochmore, wboi 
from the earliest nomenl I can remnnber. taught 
me 1o depead on God alone for assiatauoe and 
comfort, IB every rituatioD in which 1 could be 



placed ; and conTinced me thai while I made his 
•bwb Ihe role^ of my everj lhotq[ht and aetion.I 
deed fear oeilher prosperity nor adveraky. Hotr 
much richer ■ man do I coDsider myaelf- in posse»- 
uon of the hope they ^ve tanght me ta rely on, 
than if they 4)Rd giTcii me irhat poor Colin Mod- 
teith has ttie prgipecii 1 uoderstaDd, of mberiting 
an estate somewhere in Scotlandt of more than 
three tboiisaud pounds a yenr !" 

Williatn shed tearg of thankrulnesS) on raading 
those lontimentB from the hoy he had reared ; aod 
in the joy of his heart, thinking to make Mr.Brofro 
a participator in his satisfaction, by letting h in 
knon how mnch his pnpil ralued the inttruclioDf 
which the worthy clergymiin(as William thought) 
had so greatly contriboted to give him. He there- 
fore put the letter in his pocket, and walking over 
in the evening to the Maasei read to him the 
above extract. 

Mr. Brown sincerely congratulated him on the 
sentiments of his son; adding, that it was only 
what be had expected from Arthur's whole 
condiict, ever since he bad first known' him. 
.William, impelled by gratitude, let fall some 
expressions, which showed, that he thought the 
• formation of Arthur's mind, for the last five years 
of his stay at home, was principally owing to Ihe 
care of Mr. Brown. The latter begged him tO' 
explain what he mennt, and naa much BslooiBbed 
to find himself looked upon as Arthttr's precep- 
tor ; nor was William less so, on discovering that 
that the minister bkd never given the lad the 
alightest assistance in hii studies, except occa- 
siooally examining him as .to Lis progress in La- 
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tin ind Greek, ind diractbg bim in the cbotaa - 
* i^ proper boolw to read for bis impro*emeiit 

"II !■ Tenr odd," snid Willinnl, at last ; " aod 
whtt be could mera by tbe coavertatioa be bad 
wHb me the eTening befett he lert-tne, I <IO not 
at all uaderstaud ; but he (hen laid me, Ibat be 
was not at liberty to say more tlHtD t)i»l he had 
had great advaDtages; I shall, therefore, never 
'seek an explanation, either of bim, or any oae 
ebOt till he giveti it to me oC his onrn accord, 
which I am coii6dent Iw will, as loon as be is 
at liberty to do so ; and you will greatly oblig« 
me, dear sir, if you will prumise never to men- 
tion the conversation we have junfhkd together ; 
for Arthnr might, with good rsasoo, be <«ended 
■1 my hetraying the confidence be had reposed 
in me." 

Mr. Brown promised secrecy, and kept hii 
word, Ibongh be often reflected upon what 
WilKam bud communicated to him, and won* 
dered at himself for having beeo so easily d»> 
ceived into tbe belief of Arthur's self taught 
ptogr'ess, considering tbe superiority of bis ac- 
quirements. , 

Years meantime, rolled on, and many chuges 
were taking place among our young fi'ieMs. 
AHeu bad attended the university for three 
years, and was fast rising iiKu manhood. His 
maonerB and conversation were nearly as pe- 
Usbed, and geideel, as bis brother's bad been, 
and bis mind almost equally as well informed, 
tboi^h, in point of ability, be was certainly infe- 
rior. Old Robert still lived, and cluog to Allen 
with tbe same degree of attacbowDt that be 



bnri fennerly felt for Arthac Y«t he never 
forgot fais &ni friend, and odI; fvsyed that In 
might be allonail to see him once nvre before 
b« yielded np ■ life, trhiofa, tbrounb hi> moms, 
bad been rendered not only sapportable,, hot 
even happy ; tnd which, without hii aceidenlal 
iDlrodncliCm to <he Rnvinei would hn«« proba- ' 
My (Men a SHCriG'>e to cbeerlessness nnd soU- 
tnde. Mrs BeHgmoat had regiilnrlj every 
monlb, frnni the time or the General's departore, 
fontid upon her table a note from her father, 
coQlainJDg an assarance of his health and happi- 
ness, and (;fien expressing strong approbation 
of her conduct towards Allen and Jessie, as weU 
as of the retired life she led during her husband'r 
absence. 

Those notes were always conveyed .to her 
band in a most mysterious manner, and, at firati 
excited her curiosity and watchfulness, to a moat 
painful degree ; but, at last, on observing that 
in proportion as she gave way to these feelings, 
the notes were Either discontinqed, or came *t 
greater distances of time, she determined to gin 
up all ideaof discovering what, if she succeed- 
ed, would evidently offend her &ther. f rota 
(be time she took this judicious resotntion, lb« 
notes became much more regular, and were 
written more cheerfully and kindly. The com* 
fort she derived from knowing that her father 
was near enough to watch over her, and api^ove 
ber oondnct, tended greatly to reconcile ber to 
the protracted absence of the General, nfao, in 
his last despatches, said, that he should yet be 
detained some years before he conid boaoorabl]' 
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quit his command. He spoka in the h^best 
poHsible- terms of Arthnr.wbo had jtiBt 'obtaiDed 
a najority .by the death of hi> superior officer. 

'* His.eoDduct is bevMid any praise 
stow upon itt" wrote ne ; *' brave^ hi 
fearle3» in sclion ; he is, at the same t 
ciety< the genlieman and the schukr ; 
iknations into which be is thronn, he 
Toat and pious Cbriatia*; never, allot 
self tu be either bantered or iRoghed d 
he believes to be his dtily to his Make 
fellow mea. I suapect.be has had a ^ 
of annuyaoce from that foolish, unprincipled ladi 
Colio Monteith, who, in spile of all the admoni- 
tions I can give, and all the reslriclkins I can 
impose upon himi irill, I naa afraid, both ruin his 
health and character beyond all puner of re* 
covery. 1 have written to his faiber. entreating 
him to allow Colin to return to England; bnt 
even the health of his only son haa no weight, 
when put against the chance o; gaining- through 
hiin, a few lacs of ropees, by way of prize-mo- 
ney. God knows, if he were to share in the di- 
vision, according to his merits, a DUt>f)iell would 
easily hold all they entitle him to ; bnt as his 
rank, and not his worth, will determine his pro- 
portion of the spoil, he will probably carr* off' 
much more than those who deserve ten tiuea as 
much ns he does." 

Artbar,-in all his letters, mentioned the kind- 
ness and affection he met with from General 
Beaumont. Sometimes he spoke of Colin Mod- 
teith ; bat, gradunllj', his name became more 
rarely found in his letters ; and even when it did 
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nppear. it war merely to say, that he.woat on, 
moch ts he had erer <lon«. and AbI be greatly 
denbted whether be vrould live t* inheril the 
wealth hu father appeared w) anxioas ts heap 
np for him. 

Jiiiuie was now thought old etiongh to b« as- 
sociated withjii!! father in the farm business,, to 
which he applied ai steadily and actively aS' 
could be wished ; a great relief tu v^ illiitm, who 
bad DOW B tery large properly to maDBKc, having 
been appointed by the General, before hiA de- 
parture, to overlook all the land that he had . 
usuiilly farmed himself, but which was much 
too great a concern to be left upon Mrs. Beau- 
mont's hands. It bad floarisbed almost bpyoad 
example, under William's management, and Mrs. 
Beaumont, in her lettera to bit husband, can- . 
stuntly did justice to the unremitting care and 
conscientiouR conduct of the honest farmer. 

Jessie and Annie were, by tbii time, nearly 
seveoieen, Jessie being said to be one year older 
than Anniei though, in fact, there was scarcely 
throe months between their agesi Jessie had 
grown ap4alt; and elegant in her person, with 
features perfect I) regular and heautil'ul ; her 
complexion was fair, with a proftD^ion of brighli 
glossy, auburn hair ; the expression of her 
countenunce was rather singular; and no one 
could extimine it carefully, without diiJCuvering 
that her beauty whs her least cbarm. Her un- 
derstanding was strong, and highly cnhivnted; 
her temper even, and her disposition cheerful ; 
above all, her principles aixl habits were so fixed 
in truth and purity, that they threw a lustre 



arooDct #11 her actions, far beyond what'is cofb- 
moiyy seen ia yoang women of her age, De- 

^rotedly attached tp Mrsr Beanmont, she jet 
never forgot what she owed, to her parents at 
Lochmore ; and the day must hare be^ stormy 
indeed that couM hnve Kept her from visiting her 
mother, now confined' to her chw by a violent 
attack of th^nmntism. 

Annie was not near so tall as Jessie ; her com- 
plexion was clear, though her hair was jet black ; 
■he hud lai^e hazel eyes.' with long black lashea, 

, and all her other features were handsome and 
interesting. ' The delicacy of her appearance 
C^len seriously alarmed Mrs Beaumont Av her 
health ; and. as she advanced in years, thii feu 
rather increased than diminished. Pions and 
virlnoua, she was the comfort and solace of her 
parents' lives) and on 'hefi Jessie's whole confi- 
dence and love were fixed. True to the pro- 
mise she had given in childhood, Jessie never 
thought of enteriDg into any amusement or en- 
joyment, without soliciting her father to permit 
Annie to share it with her; and, in return. Ad- 
Die's whole earthly happiness' was ceqlered in 
Jessie ; for the nfiestion she felt fur her parents, 
was so mixed up with attachment to her sister, 
that, to separete themi even in thonght, was im- ' 
possihie. 
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CHAPTER II. 



DDftiHo her mother's illness. Annie had had - 
a long continned time of faligue and anxiety; 
and, though shared as mnch as possihie by Jes- 
sie, yet stdl it materially affected her henlthi and 
increased the oneasinest which Mrs, Beanmoot 
had fof some time felt ob that accoiy)!. She 
had wulked doiyn one morning lo Glnnlyn, 
merely to get a linle ttir, while Jessie sat with 
her mother. When she entered Mrs. Bean- 
mont's room, she looked so p le and eihausted, 
that her kind friend could not help asking her if 
she felt ill) or had any particular complaint ? 

" No, dear madam, I have no regular com- 
plaint, though to you t have ntshod to mention 
what is the conviction of my own mind — I firmly 
believe, that ! am not long for this no(td> A 
feeling of weakness and inward sinking has been 
for some months groning upon me; yet I hare 
no formed illness ; and ^o fsr as I can recollecti 
from having seen so mnch of Janet Finliiy, I am 
exactly in the same sort of decline that at last 
carried her off. The fear of alarming my deu 
mother, in her present weak slate, has prevented 
me from mentioning to any one my uwd' opinion, 
but i feel it must be done soon, or the troth may 
break npon the minds of my parents and sister 
so suddenly, as to endanger their precious lives. 
Tou see, dear Mrs. BeaumoDt/' continued she, 
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faiatly imiling;, "what a csnceiteA firl I tin, 
Dotnithslanding all your care and iDstrnctioD; 
but oor fomity are so knit in tbe bonds- of true 
afiectrm, that a separation between us nil], if 
npt cantiously commnaicaled, go hard with as 
til. My oirii mind, tbanks to those nho have 
trained me in the paths of righteousness, is, in 
■ome degree, prepared for whatever is the will 
- of my heRTenly Father. Yet the thought of tbo 
distress nhich my death will occasioB to the fa- 
mily, nimost distracts my mind from the serious 
reflection which erery sioful creature ong^l to 
bestow od the near prospect of so great a change. 
I have, therefore, ventured to come at last to 
you. and to solicit that yoa wouM break the mat- 
ter to my father and dear Jessie T%ey love me 
too well to make jjpe a vritnoss of their first suf- 
ferings ; and, after a few hours' refloctioD, I hope 
we may m^et and part no more, till tbe hour that 
I am called Into the presence of my Maker." 

Mrs. BeautnoDt at first listened with compo- 
sure to Annie's history of her feelings ; but, as 
it went on. she barst Into an agony of tears, and 
conid scarcely command herself sufficiently to 
answar her. Annie seemed prepared for this : 
she did not abed a teai'nhongh her Ups trembled 
a little as she said. " Dear, £)ar, madam, spare 
me. if possible ; I have muen to go throng^, and 
if I do not school m^feelings to some degree of 
subjection, they will hasten oo the event Hfore 
toy parents are prepared to bear it." 

Completely recalled to self-possession by this 
mild appeal, Mrs. Beaumont instantly dried ap 
her tears ; and then endeavoured, by examining 
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the dear firl aa to the symptoms of her malady, 
to UDderslaoil fully the degree of daqj^er nhe wia 
le^tfia. All abe told her, tended lo nlam ber; 
but she insisted on applyng insUtDtly for medical 
advice. " 1 mui.( see your father, Anoie, this '^ 
very ereniog ; and, I Ibiok, ivilh his help.'l caa 

. manage to take you to Edinburgh, nithout exci- 
ting any suspicion in your modi^r's nind; il 
Ronid t>e very wrong to Hliirm her in ber present 
vesk etate, al least till we have ascertained tin 
extent of the threat^ed danger." 

" I Ibank you sincerely, my dear madam, for 
tbi> i;oD HI deration of niy pour mother's feeling 
If yon and my father nish me to go to E^m- 
burgh for advice, I sbull mnhe no opposition to 
the plan. Life has m»ny charms to one s» blest" 
with friends and relatives aej am j and, there- 
fore, to refuse compliance won tiny means point" 
ed oat by them, as likely to re-establish my 
health, would be both fotdisfa and nicked. Yet 

' I own, I bsFe no b^e myself, that a^y thing can 
Don save me ; and ibuugb I will comply with 
whatever ia advised, 1 shall keep ateadilj io 
view the termmation which 1 believe to be me- 
Tilable." 

After a good deal of lAnvereatiop, Mrs. Beau- 
mont -lajd, that till they bud bad medical advicei 
none of her faiBily'>h(>idd be informed of bet ' 
illness, except ber father. " It would be only 
harassing the minds of,your brothers and Jessie 
to make them acquainted with the object of our 
journey, till we know the result. I shall tell 
tbem that I have basiness which may detain me 
a week or ten days ; and that, as you have never 



IRTHVS mHfTEITB. S3 

Men Edinbnnh. 1 prefer faaving yon wifb me, 
and leaviog Jessie (who has been there oftevi) 
to tate CBfe of your mother." 

Thfa befog sett)eri, Mrg. Beaiimonl proposed 
' walking home nitb her. AoDJe agreed, nnd 
the; let ont ; but had only gone a very short 
Wy. when they mere forced to stop, (o atlow the 
poor gill to rest, as the le»tt exertion almost 
deprived her of breath. With mncb difficulty, 
Hrs. Beaumont contrived at last to gel her home, 
where Jessie had been busily engaged at her 
worb'on alittle stool, by the aide of her mother, 
•inging U the same time the beaotiful nir$ of ber 
mttire country. She had just finished " Lewie 
Gordon," when, looking up, she observed ber 
molber drowned iii tears. 

'' What is the matter, dear mother V exclaimed 
Ae ; hm my foolieh music made yoD cry ?" 

"It has. inAeed, dear girl," answered Jane, 
looking earnestly at bet ; '■ for, oh 1 bow forcibly 
hat it bronght to my recollection the last titne I 
heard my own dear Ixdy sing that very song!" 

" And who was your own lady ?" atkect Jessie. 
<'I have often beard you expresn your attachment 
to Borne bdy, but I do doI reuiemoer ever hear- 
ing yon mention her name." 

'■ Hash, Jessie, ask me no qnesttous,*' said 
Jane, in a whisper ; " I have doDe wrong in even 
tnenlioDing that I ever had a lady. William 
would never forgive me, if be knew that I bad 
bfl«n 80 imprudent ; but you nre scnrcely leaa 
. ^dear to me than she was. God forbid that yoa 
'akmM ever be tbe canee of so much care antl 
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grief at ehe, poor soul !' nas tkeumocent means 
of bptnging oq her servqnt !" 

At thul moment, Mrs. Beaumont and Annie 
enteNd the houBe, and. put an end lo a conver- 
aatioo which Jane, lor maay weeks,- regielted 
she had ever been led isto ; but finding that Jea- 
'sie never recurred lo it, she gradually begaa to 
bope, that she bad forjt;ulteD all that had then 
paaaed. This was, however, very far from 
beiag the case ; but though the circumstaucea 
menlioned so mysteriously, had greatly excited 
Jessie's curiosity, her seooe of fectilade and 
honour made hef* repress all iuquiries upon the 
subject,' as she thought it ivoutd be uupardoaabla 
ID her to press ber mother to disclose what sho 
distiDClly told her would ofieud her father, 

Anuie, in order lo avoid the observation of 
her mother, retired into the aeni room, and re* 
dined upon ber bed; while Mrs. Beuuinoot tat 
cbalting vvilh June, to give her daughter lime t<r 
recover from the effects of the exertion she had 
gone Ibroofth. When jArs. Beaumont rose to 
so, she lelT a message with Jane for William, 
oesiriDg to see bisi that eveoinjf. Sihe then 
begged that Bessie would get her bot^nel, and 
come anay at once, as she bad somq idea of going 
into Edinburgh the next day, and bad-^evcral 
things to arrange at homa, in which she should 
wBDi her assistance. As the; walked od their 
viay home, she said, " Jessie, my dear, Annte 
has been greatly fatigued during your nKitber's 
illness ; 1 think, if 1 can persuade your father to 
allow her to go with me to-morrow, a little 
change will be of service to her, and her 'affec- 
tionate attention during so long a period of ill- 
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ness, deserrw aama reward. Tvq wiXti- 1 in 
sure, not object to take her phce tl tbe cottage 
for the few riayt she tfHI be away." 

" Certainly aot, dear aonl. On the contniry, 
it will give roe the greatest powAle pleasure to 
hare her eojoy a little relaxation ftota tbe fa- 
tigije she eveD yet hat wHh my ntiother ; bU I 
fear that ytw will fiad it nore difficylt llMit'you 
imagine to prevail with my ttither to allow faw 
to accompany yga, or to permit me to remain 
in the cottage. 1 have ni^ed every thiog 1 Could 
think of Id induce bin to permit me to stay and 
share Annie's nightly fatigue,; Tor, to ovrn the 
troth, I have, f« some weeks, been quite sensibla 
that i( was tooinach for her beallb ; but nothing 
I have been able to fay, would make hian listen 
a moment to the proposal; tfacAgh. 1 believei 
Since i have spoken to hhn, he. has taken tbe 
whole oare of my nolttec, daring the eig^tl'i "pto 
himself, ID the fear that it waa iniurbg Annie's 
faeidtfa." 

" 1 think, nevertheless, that i Aall prevjiilr" 
replied her aanl. Vow father cannot be so «■• 
reasonable as to reftise my request, wbateverhe 
might do as to yourB. Bat there is Mr. Brown ; 
I should not be much surprised, if he had been 
to Linton, and bad broogbt our letters from the 
post; as he knew that he woidd be here an 
hour sooner than little Tom." 

Mrs. Beaumont was right. Mr. Brown was 
tbe bearer of a large de^tatch from India. Af- 
ter pressing him to dine wkh her, she left him, 
in order to examine her hmhand'a letter ; and 
was socn followed by Jeasis, eager to hear of ber 
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STer-lored Arthur. Having givoa her a {fpcket 
fronrhim, Mrs. Beaumont shut beraelf ioto her 
dressiog-rooin, and proceeded to read her ono. 
After relaliDg all the various occurrences that 
he thought nM-e likply to interest her, the Ge- 
Dflral contiDued, " ^ttlWT is still the comfort 
and solftce of ID} preBOuf faaaishmenr. No sod 
could mure completely devote himself to mf 
serrice thao he does ; aud be reaUy often makes 
tae proud to be connected with him. His coo- 
duct was so exemplary during our late campaign, 
that 1 have reported it to goTermnent ; and, if 
the praise of bis commander, and the testimony 
of all his brother officers, hare any weight, he k 
likely to be a very rising man. What particular- 
ly draw forth Ibia strong recommendation, was Ibe 
foUowing circumstance : — 

" The eveuing before the last ei^i^meDt, 
o6b of Ibe scoots that I had despatched to recoi>- 
Doitre the enemies position* returned hastily, 
and told me that there was a small post lately 
fortified, which, if not taken, would effectually 
prevent our advancing in sufficient strength to 
attack the town. It was of the utmost import- 
once, I immediately saw, either to get possessioo 
of this post before (he hour when the soldiers 
were to begin to move, or, at least to conceal 
fromtbem the difficulty tfaey were likely to eti-' 
counter. 

" The only troops f'could span. Were those 
under the command nf Colin Mouteith ; and al- 
though! had no great opinion either of hie cou- 
rage or of hii jadgmenl, I had no alternative 
bi]t to send him forward, with directions to 
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storni the post, and get possession of it at all 
hazards, f Ibsrefore seat for him (o give bim fail 
iostructioDS. It was soine time before be came 
to me. WbeD be arrived, it was nearly dnsk, 
and I had lain dona, overcome with the beat 
and fxtigue of the dny, on the coach in lay tent ( 
I raised myself on my elbow, and inquired what 
had occasioned bis delay in aasweriag my .sum* 
mona. , He stammered something about beiog 
asleepi^mocb as he ased to do wheo reprimanded 
for any fault. I then proceeded to slate' why I 
had sent for him, and told him fairly that I was 
afraid it was rather a dangerous duty ; bat that 
I hoped be woald, both for his honour, and the 
preservation of his owd life, act with prudeiice 
and circumspect ioD ; and if be bad the good for- 
tuae to sncceed ia taking the post, be might de- 
pend Un my using my interest for his immediata 
prom ut ion. 

" He made oo answer, but by a bow, as in to- 
ken ofobedieoce ; but before quitting the tent, he 
apranff forward, and kneeling before my couch, ' 
kissed my hand, while be placed his bat over tuB 
eyes, to prevent, as I (bought, my seeing the tears 
which I felt moistened his cheek. Much afiected, 
I spoke kindly lo him, hoping that the next time 
we met be would have raised bis name as a sol- 
dier, and increased the desire I bad ever felt to 
serve him. 

" I saw bim no more, as be instantly departed, 
covering his face with bis handkerdiief— The 
next morning, on inquiring for Arthur, bis servant 
said that be had left hia tent, and was with the 
troopS) who were now in motion. During the 



battle, I wu Boiprisad th«t I aever aan him ; and 
my utonUhmeot wu great]; heighteoed by per- 
ceiving CoUn Monleith 'in Artimr'a cap and uni- 
foim, endeftTOimag tfj escape from the sword of a 
native soldier. I made at the black fellow, and 
itaviDg eucceeded in rescuing Monteath, I londljr 
iaquiJed how be came to be tberei instead of being 
vith his detachment where I had sent him ? He 
hesitated and stammered so much, that I could 
inoke nothing of him ; but as 1 was convinced that 
be had by some me&ns evaded the dangerous en- 
terprise, I ordered him into the rear, till I should 
be at leisure to examine into the business. We 
were fast approaching upo^ the town ; and what- 
vm had been die fate of the fortified post, it naa 
nowlooUleti);atten^ttor{|ti«at. With fear and 
tntreheaatan, I continued to advance, especting 
every moment that a fire would be t^ened on our 
flank fkmi tbis post, which I now percMved com- 
{detely comtnanded the pnncipal sate that we bad 
to fbi;ce ; but, to my great relief as soon as we 
drew near it, the F.nghsh ccdoura were hoisted, 
and a volley wu fired over the gate into the town. 
This had the happiest efect, aa it intimidated the 
be»^ed, and gave our troops, who were nearly 
exhausted with latigue, freeh spirits. I'he residt 
Was Booa visible. The enemy ^^ in all direc- 
tions, leaving their walla almost deserted ; and be- 
fore evening, we found ourselves in quiet pnsseBsimi 
of the town, with nmch less UoodahetL than we 
bad dared to anticipate. 

" A^ soon aa Uie immediate hurry and confusion 
bad in^aome degree abated, I became seriously 
ahumed at seeing nothing of Arthnr, and began to 
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make mquiries regarding him among the officers of 
his regiment. - AlllookedconfuBediasif anwilHng 
to speak ; when at last one of them etepped for- 
ward, and stud, that all they knew of Major Ma- 
tbiesun was, thai the evening before, whilst (hey 
were sitting together in ihe tent where they had 
dinedr a message was sent from me to Captain 
Monteith, desiring to see him directly. We were 
greatly alarmed, (continued the narrator,) on 
bearing this message, aa the iact was, that Mon' 
teitb had hecome quite intoxicated, and had been 
carried to his had only a few minutes before the 
message arrived ; but Major Malhieson, more col- 
lected than any of us, answered, tell the General 1 
will be with him immediately Tf!e messenger 
left us, and we all asked what he meant by sending 
such an answer ? ' I mean, gentlemen,' answer- 
ed he, f to try to save this inSktuated young man 
&om certain disgrace. General Beaumont, the 
very last lime the same thing happened, solemnly 
. declared to him, In my presence, that if be ever 
knew of his again being guilty of such conduct, 
during the time he was on service, he would in- 
stantly place him under arrest, and send him to 
Madras to be tried by a court-martial. I dare 
say (he General has nothing very particular to 
communicate to him at present, and perhaps, only 
wishes to keep his eye upon him. I will therefore 
make an attempt to pass for him ; I am nearly of 
the same age and height, and some folks even say 
we bear a resemblance to each other. I think he 
is so much overcome by liquor, that I may easily 
take his coat and hat, and as'it is getting dusk, I 
hope I may succeed in saving him this time.' He 
3* '..ou.^lc 
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left the tent, and after a few minutes, returned 
dreased in Monteith's coat buttoned close round 
him, as the otber was accustomed to wear it. 
' None of you, 1 hope.' said he, ' will ever betray 
this secret) as m; attempt would than be of no ser- 
rice ; and it reall; appean painful to think of this 
poor yoong man's being disgraced and turned out 
of the regiment, if we can prevent it.' — AU pro- 
mised silence) provided it ted to no misfortune to 
himself; and throughout this eventful day we have 
kept our word, hoping that'Matfaieaon would ap< 
pear when the battle was over ; but now that he 
la not to be found, I do not think 1 am bound to 
conceal the truth any longer ; for perhaps the or- 
ders you gave him. believing him to be Monteith, 
may explain the meaning of his absence.' 

" It does, indeed," answered I, " and I now 
know whom we have all to thank for the ease with 
which we got possession of the town. I gave. M 
1 thought. Ue command of the detachment to Mon- 
teith, and was highly displeased to see him with 
the army, as 1 never doubted tbathe had entrusted 
the care of the expedition to Campbell, his next 
in command, who is an active young man, and na- 
turally wishes for an opportunity of distinguishing 
himself. 

" I instantly sent to inquire if Arthur was io 
safety. In about an hour atlerwards he was brought 
in, in a littw, having received a wound in his shoul- 
der in storming the post. This wound he had the 
reecdution to conceal for several hours, in whidi 
time he had completely dislodged the enemy, and 
had taken every precaution for keeping possession 
of the placet till om troops came up to attack the 
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town. Till tben,-be ordered (hat no mgaai sbovM 
be ]{iyea of ita.h&ving changed its maBtera, as he 
hoped that the appearance of the English colours 
might, if well timed, strike a panic into the eaemy, 
which would greatly facilitate the fall of the town. 
All turned out as be had foreseen ; but almost as 
soon as the army came in sight, be had fainted 
from loss of blood and fatigue, and was carried 
into a small guard-Iiouse, and laid on a mattress, 
where he had coatiaued until my messenger ar- 
rived. I had him instantly placed in an apart- - 
ment near my own, and his wound examined by b 
skilful surgeon, who relieved my mind greatly, by 
reporting that it was not dangerous, though by 
being so long left undressed, it might give him 
some months' confinement. 

" His prophoey has. in some degree, been lul- 
fflled ; for though it is nun nearly three months 
since the taking of the town, Arthur is not yet 
strong enough to be put upon active duty, but is 
gaining strength daily, and there is no reason for 
bis lather making himself at all uneasy about binii 
aa I have no doubt that in a few weeks be will be 
perfectly restored to health. At bia earnest re- 
quest, I have so fkr forgiven Monteith, as to allow 
him (o retire fr<$m the army, without bringing him 
to a court-martiat. He will return to England by 
the next ship. How bia father will relish the 
- letter f have written concerning him, I cannot 
say ; but it is quite impossible to act more leni- 
ently than I have done. I cannot yet exactly in- 
form you what share of prize-money will ftH to 
us, but it must be very considerable. Arthur baa 
not only the pmspect of being promoted t» the 
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ranli of lieutenant-colonel, but likewise of getting 
a very handsome fortune, sufficient to make bim 
independent for life." 

" I am glad that this letter has come to-day," 
Ibougbt Mrs. Seaumont, as she folded it up ; " it 
will help to comfort poor William under the great 
affliction which is too surely falling upon bim." 
She put up her despatcfaes, and joined Jessie, who 
was musing over the account her brother gave her 
of his having been wounded. 

" O, foolish girl !" said Mrs. Beaumont, " how 
can you think of crying now, when you are as- 
sured of Arthur's safety, and of all the honours 
that are likely to be showered upon him ? We 
shall have him among ua, a rich nabob, before we 
know where we are ; and see," continued she, 
glancing over the letter Jessie still held in her hand, 
'* a confirmation of what I am saying ; for he tells 
you here Ihat this silly lad, Colin Monteith, is en- 
trusted with ahawlS' and I don't know what, as 
presents lo all bis friends. Really, I think I shall 
wear a shawl of his presenting with greater pride 
than 1 ever did any piece of finery in my life. He 
is A soldier of my own making ; and even Beau- 
moRt writes he is proud to be connected with 
bim." 

" Afc ! dear aunt," answered Jessie, " my tears 
Sow- believe me, in thankfulness to God, for having 
preserved « life bo precious to ua all. You know 
not bow much depends on his returning here in 
safety ; but 1 am thoroughly convinced, from ob- 
servations I cannot help making, that my dear fa- 
ther's life depends on Arthur's. He never show- 
ed partiality to any of us in his conduct, when we 



were all vilh him ; but siace mf brother has beea 
goae> I hare obaerred eyen his very name, mea- 
tioned Buddenl;, makes me blood desert his cheek ; 
and the tremulous quivenng of his voice in asking 
about the nevs, when you have had letterSi tea 
plaioty shows how much bis heart is in his eirlest 
son. And no wonder that it should be so, lor 
Arthur is one among ten thousand. From hii 
earliest days, he has outatripped every boy in the 
village ; and even I, who must feel very difiereqtij 
from his father, believe that the future happia^sa- 
of my life must depend greatly on him." 

Mrs. Beaumont kissed hei cheek, saying, it was 
Indeed aot surprising that all his Iriends looked up 
to bim for contort and h^piness. — ' You shall go 
in the evening, my dear, and cheer tbQ hearts of 
your mother and Annie with the news, and carrjr 
your brothers their letters. Allen's is a very large 
packet, and contains, Idare say, a great deal of con- 
fidential information. I sh^. however, keep your 
father's, and give it bim myself, as 1 expect him 
here during the time of your absence." 

Jessie left Glenlyn early in the evening ; and 
she had been gone but a very little while, when 
her father called on Mrs. Beaumont. With cau- 
tion) she informed bim erf' her fears regarding poor 
Annie's health ; and proposed the plan she had 
settled for getting the beat atlvice for her immedi- 
ately. He was at first greatly shocked, and could 
scarcely believe that Mrs, Beaumont had not exag- 
gerated her danger ; but after hearing al] the cir- 
cumstances, he bowed his head upon his breast, 
and said, « God's will be done, if it really so should 
seem beat to try his servants by this great and un- 
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loufced-lbr affliction! We have been mercifully 
dealt with in alt other trials, and received many 
multiplied blessings at his hand ; why should we 
not bear chastening with patience and resigna- 
tion ? My dear child's early death niil no doubt 
deeply afflict us who are left behind ; but for her- 
self, her loss nill be great gain. As far as a sin- 
ful mortal can' be said to be pure, she, of all my 
ftmily, is the most faultless. Mild, pious, and dti- - 
tifiil, she has grown up in the fear of God, and in 
'uniform obedience to her parents; beloved and 
respected by all who knew bcr, charitable and kind 
to those who requir»d her aseiatance ! To ench 
a spirit death can hate few terrors ; but oh ! the 
agony of losing such a child can only be known 
and felt by those who must meet it." 

Poor William's resolution here gave way, and he 
burst into a flood of tears. Mrs. BeaumoBt 
thought it best not to attempt to interrupt him, as 
she hoped they would relieve him ; and she was 
right ; for after a few minutes he recovered him- 
self, and holding out his hand to her, he aaidi 
" Pardon, dear madam, my distressing ypu by my 
weakness ; I will act in future, believe me, as be- 
comes a Christian father ; but nature mnsl feel, 
and that most deeply, at such a time. I will re- 
tire for ail bour or two, to enable me to meet my 
poor wife with composure ; for 1 quite approve of 
your plan of concealing from her my child's illness, 
till ffe are sure of the extent of her danger. Then, 
indeed, if your fears are just, we must break it to 
her as gently as we can ; and Crod enable her to 
support the afflicting information !" 

" Stay, my friend," said Mn- Beaumont to him. 
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as he rose to leave her<. " 1 have been so unfwlu- 
nnte as to be obliged (o give you much pain b^ 
what I have thought neces-saiy for you to be ia- 
fbrmed of. regarding one dear child ; f have now 
a cordial in reserve for 'you, in what relales to 
another. Here are despatches from the General, 
in which he qieaks in the highest poesible terms 
ctf our dear boy, who will soon be a colonel, and 
rich enough to return and comfort his parents for 
the rest of their Uvea. Here are hie own lelteT% 
and if you will ^ seated for a few minutes, I wifl 
reftd you what the General says of him . " She then 
read what we have already related. William's 
agitation, as she went on, became almost insup- 

Krlable ; and at the account of bia wound, be feH 
ck in his chair, nearly fainting. Mrs. BeaumoDt 
hastened to assure him of his son's safety and suc- 
cess. He clasped his hands in thankfuhiess, and 
in an under tone, said, " His death I gaight have 
borne, if it had so pleased God ; but to have &llen 
in sudi a cause,' would have beeit more, I fear, 
thaneitlter my resolution or strength could have 
MKlnred, I Ihank God, howcv», diere is an end 
to my apprehenaions on tlut account! These 
young men are now separated for life." v 

Mrs, Beaumont was at firat surprised ; but af- 
terwards supposed that Arthur bad been more 
communicative with regard to the character of his 
fellow-soldier, Colin Monteith, to his latber or 
brothers, than he had been to bee. and therefore 
imagined that William was [leased to fitu) they 
were finally sqparated. He now took leave, and 
retired into the woods which surrounded Glenlyn, 
endeavouring by prayer and reflection, to fortify 
his mind against the storm which threatened M^ 
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Vest morning, Kn. Besnmont drove to Lochr 
■MM for Anniei on her (my to Edmbn^b. Sbs 
bro^bt Jessie vritb her, and tvld Jane she 
tnewil to escbange daughters for a weeh, as 
Wllbam bad agreed to allon AoDie to go witb 
her, to see a littliof the world. 

"I Bin Terj glad of it, answered Jane, "I 
bopc it will do ber good ; for, soraebow, I tbiok 
of late, she has been lookiag very pale, and has 
keen less cbeerfbl than she commonly is; hot 
William tells me, he is going with yon himself, If 
jou will allow htm, as he has some buainen 
about the last year's hay to settle ; and he thinks 
Una is so good an opportunity, be would like to 
take it. Jessie and I can manage very well to- 
father till yon return," " O, yes, dear aunt,*' 
said Jessie, " we shall get on nicety ; it is quite 
a treat to me to be allowed to spend a fen days 
with my mother and brothers ; we shall all he as 
merry and happy as possible." 

William now cnme from the other room, ready 
«qnipped for the journey. " I ask your pardon, 
madsm, for being Bo bold as to propose going 
with you ; but I really have business ; and, if 
you could only take me within a few miles of 
Edinburgh, I can walk the res( of the way with- 
out twing seen by any one in your carriage." 

" Come, then, William," answered Mrs. Beau- 
mont) <' I shall never be ashamed, believe me, 
to be seen to have so honest a man by my side.'' 
On getting to Edinburgb, they lost no time in 
obtaining the best advice it afforded for Annie. 
Alas^ the physicians cooM give them no hopes 
u .fiCber recovery. Her aae was declared to be a 
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cobGnned declino; nnd, (hey were, (old, that 
though, With CRTQ, she might linge< on a feiv 
moDtlu, it wpuld be next lo a tDkacle if there 
should be an; permanent nmenilmmit. 

AiHiie, who iosistedoa knowing exactly wbut 
waa their opiaioD, only smiled wfaen ioformed of 
it ; and, leaning her head oa her father's shoul- 
der. Mid) " Oh I weep not for me, my beloved 
parent. ) trust that in the mercy of God I may 
be pardoned, and received. Through tbe inter-. 
oeBsii»i of hii dear Son, into everlasting peace ; 
thwe, in Ium good time, to be again united te all 
I now must leave oa earth, who are so dear to 
tne. Iji my hrothers and dear Jessie, I am sure 
yon nill find comforters and supporters in youv 
old age, who will abundantly supply my loss ; bat 
it is from you alone that my mother can receive 
snpport in this seaaon of affliction ; and I freely 
own, it is the fear of witnessing her grief, that 
alone makes me a coward. Ob 1 in pity to my 
we^neis, exert yonr strong and virtuous mind 
to save ve, as far as you possibly can, from that 
agony ; for 1 dread it more than 1 can well ex- 
press, and perhaps more than a dying Christian 
should permit any worldly trial lo affect her." 

'' My chijd ! my child !" exclaimed her pow 
father, clasping her lo his breast, -' yon show 
me the path of dutyt which I ought and will 
pursue. Fear no Buffering on the part either of 

J'our mother, or myself, that I can guard yon 
irom ; and though the trial k, if possible, more 
severe, from knowing the great worth of the 
dear child, we must, I fear, lose ; yet we will re- 
member in our grief, that from God we received 
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ber, and bless him, «ven now wbeo be again re- 
quiree ber at our haDds." 

Mrs. BemimoBt' remained nearlj a fortnight" 
in Bdinburgh, in the vain hope that Annte might 
receive benefit Trom conitant medical attend- 
ance. William, meaDwhikt had been persoaded 
to felnrn to Lachmore, Mrs. Beaumoot pro- 
mislDg to give him daily infoTmation how bis 
dear child vent on. At last, finding (hat there 
was little or notcbabge, or, if an;, that it iras for 
the irorse. >he, at Annie's request, agreed to re- 
tamHo GlentyD with hef ; but settled with ber 
fntber, that, till bis wife had been inforned of 
her daughter's danger, and bad, in some degree,, 
recovered from the first shock that such intelli- 
gence must naturally give ber, Annie shotild, 
remain under her care^ This plan, nhen com- 
manicated to the poor invalid, appeared greatly 
to relieve her mind. She grasped Mrs. Beau- 
mont's band, Gaying, " What n blessingi dear 
madam, bare you been to ns all, from the first 
evening of our acquaintance. Id comfort and 
happineas, have vre lived ever since ; and now, 
in the hour of trial, yon do jiot forsake as." 

"Never, my dear Annie, shall I forsake, ne- 
ver shall I forget her who has so largely contri- 
buted to my happiness and comfort in the retired 
life 1 have led. I have, for many years, been 
your instmctreas, and never,' in one single in- 
stance, have had reason to regret my taking on 
uy the arduous employment. Now, our situa- 
tions are chained : for now, my pr^er to God is, 
to be able to profit by the example you set, in 
showing me the fruits of an bumble, pious, and 



religions Ufe, mtiea laid on a sick bed, and look- 
ing fonvard to tha grare/' ■, ' ; 

Annie nas quite ezhaasied by tbf' jonrn^ ; 
and for some days atler her return to Glenlyn, 
she was unable to leave beT bed. During tbis 
time, Ibe scene tbat was passing at Iiochmore, ' 
was traly affecting. Jane's healtb bad been 
nearly re-established before it became necessary 
to inform her of her daughter's danger. She 
bore it belter than William bad expected af first ; , 
but the restraiut that sbe put upon herself before 
him, produced a fever, which laid her ngain in 
, her bed. Jessie's grief, on the contrary, was 
VDgovernable for a few honrs ; but sbe was too 
sensible a girl to allow herself to indulge long m 
"useless sorrow. She, therefore, listened in the 
evening to her father's arguments ; and, by the 
next morning, had scbboled her feelings so far 
as to be able to go (o Glenlyn, and see Annie, 
with apparent conaposure. Sbe then returned 
to her poor mother ; and. for nearly a week, was 
never able to qmt her. At last, the fever left 
Jane ; and Jessie rejoiced to see that her mind 
was, in some degree, reconciled to what she, 
feared Was rapidly approaching.. 

Annie bad become extremely anxiont to be 
allowed to return to Lochmore ; and though, 
from the exhaustion which even the movmg 
from one room to another produced, her firiends 
feared what she must sufiur in so much longer 
a passage, she yet seemed so much set upon dy- 
ing in her father's house, tbat they were unwil- 
ling to refuse her that melancholy gratification. 
Aa soon, therefore, as William thought his wife 
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t could bear to see Iier, she nns removed home in 
the earring, and laid upon her little bed, vrhichi 
Tot some daysi it' mas doubllul if she woidd ever 
leave again. She did, however, revive at the 
end of a week ; and, for nearly a moatb after* 
wards, was able to be removed, every dny, into 
the ne:(t room, and laid on a sofa, whkb Mrs. 
BeHuniont had kindly sent her from Glenlyu. 
During the whole period, from her return to 
Lochmore, Jessie never quitted' her, except 
Ihru'.^gh the atghl, when her aunt and fiitber 
made a point of her returning to sleep at Glen- 
lyn. The idea of the hind girl's catching the 
infection, was so strongly impressed upon her 
aunt's Rtind, (hat she trembled even to allow her 
to be with her so much through the day. Wil- 
liam, to tvbon) she ventured to hint her fears, 
hall none on the subject Annie's family, by the 
mother's side, had been coasuniplive, and, there- 
fore, her illness was not surprising : but he knew 
well, ihoDgh he could not tell Mrs. Beaumoat 
so, that all Jessie's family had been remarkably 
healthy, and inherited no such unhappy constitu- 
tion. He was, therefore- 'easy on her account, 
and allowed her to be with his (laughter, io the 
day time, as much tts she |Jeased. The con- 
duct hf Allen and Jamie, during (his long illness 
of their sister, was moat exemplary. No atten- 
tion, of whatever kind, was spared, that tbey 
thought could, in any way, Alleviate faer si^er- 
tngs. Day after day did Allen ait by ber couch, 
reading the Scriptures, and esplaiang to her 
any text on which she expressed a wish for in- 
formatioD ; and never did he, even by an impa- 
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tient look) appeared to be tired of the emploj^ 
tnent. Jamie would walk for milesrin search of 
any dainty he coiitd think of, to tempt her Sickly 
appetite ; and deemed himself tfnply rewarded 
by the look of affection that was inre to greet' 
him on his ret am. 

Jes»e aat constantly at the side of the coach, 
her hand clasped in her sister's ; who, whenerer 
she hfld strength to speak, conversed with her 
on reiigious subjects ; pointing out with fervour 
the great advanUges they bad reajfed from ba- 
ring been blessed with parents and frienda who 
had not only instilled into their young minds a 
knowledge of divine truths, but had led them, 
both by precept and example, to practise 'all 
CbrisliaQ duties fitted to their age ; till, by con- 
stant habit, and the conviction of their more ri- 
pened years, they were enabled to follow the 
footsteps of their Redeemer, in all meekness 
and lowliness of miod, with a firm faith in his 
lore and mercy. 

" Be steady,, my beloved Jessie," said she one 
day, " in pursuing the race you ha«« begun, 
whatever teroptatitos may yet be thrown in your 
iray. Remember, always, that without perse* 
vnance in godliness, there can be no safety for 
a Christian ; and that, when the hour of death 
draws Mgh, no cordial can so powerfully soothe 
(he sinking spirit as the assurance of having 
made your peace with God, and kept fast your 
rebance on the merits of yourjSaviour." 

Jesaie composedly thanked her sister, promi- 
sing, faithfully, that through life she would reli- 
giously attend to her advice. " I have a com- 
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misrioD, dear Jefliiei" answered Aaniei "nhicb 
1 must leave yon to execute. Alaa ! it u not 
peroaitted me lodo it toyself; fori have tried 
once or twice to sit op knig kttoafb to write, but . 
uy strength faiU. It is to take leave of my 
dear Arthur. He is the only one of mj frieDds 
who is non absent ; but though at so great n 
distance, tell him, dear eister, that he has never 
been out of my thouehls, and that my prayers 
have been offered up fur him, constantly, mora- 
ing and evening, from the day (ve have been se- 
parated. Tell him, (because I knon it nill 
comfort him,) that I have been greatly supported 
through my lobg illness by the Holy Spirit ; 
und greatly assisted in my preparations for my 
awful change, by the kindness and superior 
knowledge of our dear Allen, who has enlight- 
ened my mind, and encouraged my heart, by 
cKplainiog the great trutha of the Gospel more 
fuUy than my own limited acquirements allowed 
me to do. And when my brother returns to 
comfort the declining years of his parents, and 
to gladilen the hearts of you all, give him this 
Bible, as the last gifl of a sister, who loved him 
with the truest afTeclion, and who prays that it 
may conduce as much to bJ!) comfort in his latter 
days, as it h<is done to lighten the pains of her 
own." 

Her lips slightly quivered as she finished the 
last sentence, and, for some mbutes she tvas si- 
lent ; then opening her eyes, she spoke again : 
"Another request, dear Jessie, 1 have^iillto 
make ; for I would rather explain my wishes 
fully to you, than to any ono else ; and I do not 
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wish', ittw Ibis time, to aHow mj (hooghts (o mix 
flgaiD Kith earlhly cares. When the last awFot 
debt is paid, will yon, my sister, cut from my 
bead a lock of my hair; divide it into parts, and 
when yea can spare as much of your pocket- 
money as to pay for iT^ gel them enclosed in 
small plain lockets- with merely my initials cm 
Ibem. Give Ihemtomy pareitsand brothers, 
as a small memorandum of Aonie, ivbom tbey 
all loTfld BO dearly. Mrs. Beaumont has abeady 
got my last legacy to my sister. wbicksbewiU 
give you when all is over. Will yoa promise 
me, Jessie, to do Ibis ? It is in the hope, that, 
by daHy seeing these little remembraocei, their 
Ibougbtv may be the onener recalled lo tbe time 
when tbey most prepare to follow me, that 1 hare 
wished them to near them ; for then I shall be 
of service to them, even in the erave." 

Jessie pressed herhand to her hps, and answer* 
ed, '* 1 promise you, my beloved sister- to AilGl 
your sligbtest wish in this, and alt other points, as 
faithfully as if you were etiii in being." 

" Enough, dear Jessie. When my father comes 
borne, leave us for a few minutee together ; but do 
not stay more than a quaiter of an hour from the 
room ; that will be loog enough for us both to 
bear such an interview." 

Jessie did as she had been requested, and Wil- 
liam went to his dai^hter, where one of the most 
grali^ng moments of his life, though the most diffi- 
cult and painful to sustain, was prepared for bim. 
Annie said she had sent for him to tell bim herself 
that she felt convinced her end was iiftw rapidly 
approaching, and to beg that he would, in the way 
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. he thought beat, prepare Iier mother for whai a 
feir hours would infsllibl}' produce. She thanked 
him in the trarmeat and most afijectionate terms, 
for all the tenderness and care he had bestowed 
on her ; entreated hira.^ foi'give whatever omis- 
KODB she had been guihy of during her life ; and 
then requested that he would, far the last time, 
bestow on her a ftther's blessing. 

William waa too much awed by the aslonisbing 
and beautiful composure of the dying girl, to re- 
fuse complying with her request ; though hia heart 
felt pained, almost to bursting. He knelt down 
by her side, and prayed that he might be enabled 
to fulfil the duties of a parent to his dying child ; 
and then placing his hand on her head, which was 
meekly bent down towirda hira, he pronounced 
bis blessing, and prayed that the paina of death 
might be lightened to his dutitut and obedient 
child. 

Annie merely answered, " Amen, my father !" 
and from that moment was silent for several hours. 
Towards morning she opened her eyes ; when 
seeing her mother and Hrsi Beaumont watching 
by her, whilst Allen was on liis knees by her bed- 
side, she held out her hand, and said, " My mo- 
ther, behold the death of the Christian you have 
reared. O death, where is thy ating ? O grave, 
where is thy victory ? Thanks be to God, *ho 
givelh us the victory, through oitr Lord Jews 
. Chnst !" She was again silent ; but in a few mi- 
nutes she graaped Mrs. Beaumont's band faastilyt 
saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit!" and 
Bunk dowftupon her pillow, a lifeless corpse. 

Poor Jane instantly fainted ; she was gently 
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raieed Trwa the betl on which she had rallen, and 
carried into her own room by Allen, who con- 
tinued to watch fay ber till ehe revived, when be 
was rejoided to see her barat into an agony of 
tearB, and in a few minutes he. ventured to leave 
Iier, and return to assist ft comforting his equally 
dear father, who, from the moment of his child's 
death, had sat almost insensible in a chair by the 
side of her bed. Allen spoke to him for a con- 
siderable time, without being able to rouse him ; 
till fearing to allow him lo remain longer in that 
stole, he said, " Father, let ua praf that our end 
may be like hers." William instantly rose, and 
kneeled down, while Allen prayed for a few mi- 
nutes, in a most impressive manner, for grace to . 
be enabled to prepare for death, and that comfort 
might visit the house of affliction. 

When they arose from their knees, Wittjam had 
regained his usual composure, and kissing Allen, 
said, " My son. I thank you ; I am now, through 
your mea^s. what a sutTering Christian ought lo 
be — submissive lo the wHI of Giod." 



CHAPTER Ul. 

Fob many months ailer this afflicting, event took 
place, the iamily at Lochmore continued to monm 
over thair beloved and amiable child ; but their 
grief was tempered with resignatirn ; and in the 
course of lime, though Annie could never be for- 
gotten, yet they recovered their chee^|bio3s. and 
f<>lt, in conversing on her peculiar ^Vtues and 
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character, a degree' of pleasure that none but the 
parents of & Christian child can mat either fed 
or understand. Jessie had fulfilled her sister's 
wishea with regard to the locketa. which were 
BOW worn to the bosoms of her parents and bro~ 
tbera ; while Jessie her^lf had receired irom Mrs. 
JBeaumoat a small miniature that Annie had sit 
for, during the time slie had remained in Edin- -> 
bui^b. 

Three yeare passed away after Annie's deati]^ and 
General (now Sir Charles) Beaitmont was still in I^: 
dia. Htalasttettersihowever.mentionedhisbDpes ' 
of being able to sail for England by the next fleet. 
" Whenever," wrote he, " I retum to England, 
Arthur shall accompany me ; for I am now so at- 
tached to bim, that I really never couid consent to 
part with him ; asd as his regiment is likely to 
continue here somf! years longer, he has written 
hone for leave to exchange into another that is 
stationed in Europe. I think, however, I shall, 
prevail on him to quit the army altogether, and re- 
side in OUT neighbourhood, if he can find a sgaall . 
estate that will be near.Glenlyn aad Lochttore, 
Tell Allen from me, that as soon as he has taken 
orders, I shall find means to fix him in a living', ' 
near enough for us to have his society ; we shaU ' 
(ben have nothing more to think of for our chil- 
dren but to find a husband for Jessie, who will be 
contented to live amongst us, for 1 will never con- 
: ' sent to her removal from the circle 1 hope to see 
formed around us in our old age. I iiad almost 
forgotten to mention to you, that a very "extraor- 
dinary cJMunstuice occurred to me a few days 
agoi whicV cannot accoijnt for in any other way. 
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than by supposiag dat you oxiy aa a priAte 
correspondcDce witb Arthur ; and yet 1 know not 
how that can be eilher, for tbe writing was not 
yours. I went liastily one morning into his room, 
when he wat busy writing to England. I stoo4 
talking lo him about some business I wished to 
consult him oni when my eyes fell upon a lar^e 
paekdt, on which was a seal that instantly attmct- 
ed my whole attention. 1 suppoae my sudden 
stopping in what I was saying, surprised hJm ; for 
he looked up, and seeing tbe direction my ^es 
ivere in, he snatched up the packet, and was put- 
tin|r~tt into his pocket, when I caught his hand. 
' Tell me< Arthur, from whom you received that * 
letter ? Your answer is of great consequence to 
my happiness.* 

"'Pardon ne, General,' answered he, 'if I 
refnse'to answer that question farther tlwn by 
saying, that it was conveyed to my hands througli 
WjT' brother Allan. More f am not at liberty to 
inform even you ; and therefore you will oblige 
DQe ractremely by pressing hie no farther on the 
sninect.' • This is eztrtoEdinary, Arthur. That 
sea) belonged 'to my wife's father, Sir Alesander 
.M'Donald ; and since his death 1 have never seen 
, it. Indeed tiU now, 1 always believed that it had 
been lost with him, in the little vessel which 
foundered at sea, when h^ was endeavouring ' to 
make his escape after the fatal battle of Culloden ; 



for he was persuaded, (contrary, I am cosfiden^,*. 
to his own judgment,) to hazard both his fortune "•■ 
and life in the cause of the House of Stuart. Will 
you St least allow me lo examine the s^, to con- 
vince myself whether I am right in S3ji% it is Sir 
Alexander's V 
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*' ' No, my dear Oeasnl, I cannot even do tbat 
cooaiatently with what I think right. I have act- 
ed unpardonably in loavinff to the power of chance 
ita ever being Men ; uid I can only be reconciled 
lo myralf again, by your promising nev« to men- 
lion the subject to me.' 

<■ I found I could gain nothing ; and thflreftwe 
desisted from farther inquiries ; hut the accident, 
my dear Mary, has affected me more than I can 
well tell you. Is it possible that 1^ any cbaoM' 
you have poneHsion of this family seal ? Do, my 
my love, answer me truly ; Ibr if it is not in yonr 
handft I will move heaven and earth to regain 
*w(At, in fact, no one but ouraclves k entitled to 
keep poesBSsion of^ and which is invaluable to 
me, as the only relic that T know of, which re*, 
mains of my much valued and ever lamented un- 
cle." ■ 

Lady Beaumont was greatly distressed at this 
discovery made by Sir Charles. The seal was 
one that she knew was loo remarkable for 
him not to racoffnise immediately. It was a liead 
of Prince Charles Stuart, the Pretender, in a 
highland bonnet, and broadsword, with the cross 
of St. Geco^e on his lefl shoulder, and bearing the 
inst^iption, nram cttique; in English, 'His own 
to every man.' ■ 

To attempt' to decode her hu8l»nd, she knew 
would be vain. She would have f^veu the world 
to have been able to consult her fiitber what an- 
'swer to make ; but even yet she bad discovered 
no means of conveying intell^eoce to him, though 
she SRW hv his notes, that he was acquainted 
with alt ql events that occurred in her house. 
rejOTting a ti 
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her minJ, she resolved-to mention bel'orp Alleit 
8od Jessio, Uiat her husbnai) hitil been mucli 
surpriseil wilh the sight of a seal, sent on n 
packet from Alkn, an>l to ask him if he knew 
nay tiling about it. This she put in practice the 
veiy nest day. Allen, honover, look no notice 
of ber question, but, torning hastily td Jessie, W 
said, " 1 must go, denr sister, for my father ex- 
peciv me home early ; good evening, Dia'am. I 
Gball see your ladyihip to-morroiT." 

'> Good evening- Allen ; recollect, I must nrilc . 
to-moi^ow to fndin." 

Allen came the next evening, but liad only re< 
mained a few minutes, when he agnin seemed to 
recollect something (o take him iiway, ami hastily 
rao off before Lady Benuniont had lime to ask 
liim any qoestione. 

She remained buried in thought for Rome lime 
nl^er ho was gone; when Jessie, starting up, 
said, " Who can that hS on the Etairs ?" end, 
opening the door, was astonisbeil to see Allen 
on the landing place. He placed bis finger on ■ 
his lips, as a token of silence, and then glided 
softly down stairs Jespio did not understand 
hisreiWon; bat she saw he wished to conceal 
from her aunt that he hatf been there. She, 
therefore, said nothing when she returned to her 
seat, and Lady neanmoni, who was deeply en' 
gaged in hecown retleclioos, never even knew 
Ihut Jessie bitd risen. 

In the everting, when they rotired to llieir re- 
spective rooms. Lady Beaumont Ibunil on her 
table a nolo from her father; it conlaincd thi3 
following woP^ : 
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"The-Gcneriil, I'-understand, has seen mj* 
^edt • No 'doubt it has aarprised bim ; sod it 
wouU bare been betler if Artbor bad been mom 
carefiii. However, we mast dow do thfl best we 
can, and sHtisfy bis inquiries, b; tfHing' him k 
. part of the Irutb, ibougk not tbe whole. — 
■ Wrke to him, and say, tbat yon bavo not tbe seal 
in your finn possession ; but tbat you received 
this informiitioD in strict confidence before be 
left the conntry ; that for the present ^u know 
who ^as it, and you are satisfied tbat it sboald 
remain nbere it is, as you are certain in a few 
years, or, perhaps, sooner, it will be honestly re- 
Girted to yon, witKont tite possibility of a disap- 
pointment Deiiire bitn not to question Arthur 
upon the sabjact, as his honour is pled^d nerer 
to reveal who is in pa»sessbn of that seal." 

Lady Beaumont immediately sat down and 
wrote to her husband, to the effect of tbe abore-' 
DOte, well pleased tbat she was enabM to an- 
swer his question, at least accordiog to the 
known wishes of her tiitber. This was the last 
of her correspondence with India ; for, late id 
the summer, she received a letter from Sir 
Charles, informing her of bis safe arrival tit 
Portsmouth, in company with Artbor, who was 
then writing to his father, and wm in perfect 
health. Great was the joy that this pleasing 
information )^ve to all ut Glenlju and Loch- 
more; and they waited with the utmost Hups- 
tience to see tbe beloved traveUefS restored to 
Iheir native country, after so long txt absence. — 
A^whole week passed before another letter ar- 
rived. One, at fast, came fi:om Sr Charles — 
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He said that he had l>e^ gicnlly agitnted.oo 
his arrival in Londuci by receiving a sonlrtfons 
ffom Colin Monteithi to come imni(^iatetv tp 
him at RichtnoDii, where he said his fath^ lay , 
at the point **f deMh, and that he himself Iras, 
be firmi; believed, fint following him. 

'> 1 could not, my dear Mary," continued Sir 
Charles, "impatient as 1 am (o get-to yon, re- 
fuse the request of a dyii^g mun. I, tberefure, 
leA toiTD instantly, carrying Arthur vcith me, as 
Colin particutarly eXpr«ssed a wish to see Colo-. 
Del Mathieson. What a scene have we been 
witnesses to! And, oh! my dear wife, whut a 
lesson it ought to be to all those nho fear not 
God, and despise his precepts 1 On our arrival 
at Richmond, w* inquired fo* Colin, , and W0rB> 
instantly shown into hia hetl-ruom, where we 
found him recfioing-on the bed, tbe absolute 
spectre of the youdg man we had formerly 
knoirtt. - He rost) the moment be saw us, and, 
advanciagto ine, said, 'Sir Charles, my falher 
has been wounded in a due), and is pronounced 
to hs drawing near hia end. His own violence 
and irritability hare greatly accelerated his fate ; 
for he has never ceased raving since be received 
his wound, ki every interval of pain, he calls 
foe you, declaring that be cannot die till he has 
seen you ; and, as I learnt, by accident, that yon 
were in England, I have taken tbe.)iberly to send 
for you, in hopes that your presence may bave 
the power of quieting his mind, and comforting 
bin in his last moments.' I answered, that I 
was entirely ignorant of any business Colonel 
Monteitb could have with me ; but that I was 
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ready to nfford him noy camfort Ibat lay in my 
|ioiver, if he inxa serinus in wishing to see me. 

."1 will -let lliin kopw that yon have Hrrived, 
-tiiii ChaHes ; Kieiintime, amy I request thai you 
will remain here witli Colonel Malhienun, til tny 
return V He \e[t the room, but returned in a 
very ten mimtleB, begging that I would follow 
hiiu inriaally to his father. I iband the Colonel 
supported in his bed by. pillows, his face bloated, 
and his eyes eunk. The moment be caoght 
Gighl of me, he screamed loudly for me to come 
forward, and hear his confession. I advanced 
towards him, wondering nhat 1 could possibly 
bave 10 do ie nny of his concerns. 

" * Beaumont !' esclaidied he, ' I have much 
to say to yot), «nd much to hear from yoa ; but 
leave us, bay,' turning to Colki : 'you are the 
canse oi nay present sufferings, aud have been a 
curae to me from your birth even till nofv, when 
00 your account I am hurried so prematurely (o . 
the grave.' 

" Greatly shocked. 1 begged the unhappy man 
to com|>os« himself; I iTould answer any ques- 
tions he irished to put to me, and do any thin^ 
in my poiver, either to serve him or his son, — 
At the Bame lime, I entreated Colin to leave ub, 
iind promised to call him when oar business was 
finished. 

'' As he IcA^ho room, his father's eyes glared 
wildly alter bim, and, pointing with his finger, 
ho ciaid, 'There, Beaumont, is the cause of ail 
the crimes 1 have committed. A fatal ambition 
took possession of my mind) from the moment he 
was born, and led me at last to perpetrate even 
'"bbery and murrfer (o gratify it.' , , , ,1 , 
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" '' Good God ! HoDteitli,' exclaimed I, ' 
are iben the morderer of Hector's childrea ?' 

" ' No, no,' returned he, ' thtt crime 1 h 
been kept from committing, by means that 
pear almost supernaturHl. I have, for some 1 
paat, suspected, that yoa were (be person i 
saved them from my grasp ; and it is parti] 
that account that I have longed to see yon, 
question you on their fate ; but though I am : 
from (be actual guilt of dipping my hand: 
tbeir blood) am I less criminal in hnring mun 
fld their father and'tnotber, and Ibrenn the h 
lesB orphans upon the world, to starve, or t( 
beholden only to the charity of stTangers ^ '. 
ten to my tale ; and then, if jou can lind 
hope for mercy to so great a sinner, in the cr 
I know you profess, ' exert your prayers, tb: 
few more years may be ^nted to me to repi 
and repair the injuries I have done both to tl 
. and to you. 

" My elder brother and I were, as you kn 
hroQght up together. When young, we w 
as good friends as boys, being so exactly al 
would naturally be ; bat as ne advanced 
wards manhood, a very visible change t 
place in my father's conduct and convcrsa 
towards ns. Arthur was treated with m 
greater attention than I was. Great dofere 
was paid to his opinions ; and, if 1 presomei 
differ from him, I was told tbnt it was my r 
to yield implicitly to the wishes and direction 
my elder brother. In short, it soon becami 
extremely irkamite to me, to be obliged to i 
0iit on all occasions to (he pleasure of the yo 
6* 
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•d, Ibnt I resolved to free myEelf from llie 
tiage, by fitting toy fatcroal lionm. Thi? 
1 not very ftasy for me lo Hccomplish, my fa- 
r having Bet bis heart od my being bred 
he bar; but, as f had great influence over 
burin ptivate,,! prevailed oq bim to inter- 
e with my fath^, that I might eatet Ihe ermy. 
ihis. he, at last, wilh great difficulty,' succeed- 
; hoping thai be nas not only cri'lifyivg my 
h of becoming a soldier, but binding still 
>er the bonds of brotherly love and iiflcclion, 
tcb he believed to have ahrays subsisted he- 
tea us. 

' ' At the age of ntueleen, I quitted Monleitbt 
'ardly hating the very brother tvho had been 
m«wis of my cmnncipalion. At parting, 
[hur earnoBlly begged that if I should ever 
aire more liberal means of euhsivling, as my 
tier's sop and his brother ought lo do, Ih&u 
at my commission, and Ihe attovvancc now 
tied on me afforded, 1 would apply diiectly to 
I for Ibe supply of my wants. 
' This was certainly meant in kindness by him, 
it appeared very differeniiy lomy jaundiced 
id ; and 1 swore, as I crossed the threshold i^ 
ntiith House rather lo starve, beg, or even , 
d, (ban ever subject myselfto the mean necessi- ■ 
>f accepting assistance ftpm one who, I concciv- 
liad not only secured the" possession of my 
ler's wealth by coming into Ihe world « few 
nibs before me, but had likeWise, by bis 
''ul and Hatlering alleDtioDs lA him, entirely 
mated his affections and love from roe and lixed ' 
m nholly upon himself. 
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*" " ' Prom that duy I never once had the slightest 

coDaexioD with ray fiithcr, farther UiaQ receiviDg 
n feiT letters from him, which I never anavrered. 
Arthur wrote, and vrtote ngain, entreating that I 
would explain, nl least to him, the nature of the 
olTsDce I halt oonceived against my family ; bat 
his letters were likewise disregarded ; nnd the re- 
•eimeot to which I belonged being ordered od 
ToreigM service, I had no opportunity uf hearing 
of any of them for ten years. Meanwhile, from 
the v'aih at first of being able to keep myself free 
from debt' lest 1 should be under the necessity of ' 
' applying to Arthur for assistance, I gradnally be- 
camo BO excessively fond of money, that :i| last 
there was nothing, however meat) or unprincipled, 
that 1 scrupled to do for its attainment. Eager 
/or promotion, as a means ofincreasing my wealth, 
I put myself forward in all the various engage- 
(neets in which I was employed, so as to nttrnct 
Ibe attention of my superior oHicerg ; who in 
justice, as they said, to my known courage, pro- 
moled me repeatedly, though, in their hearts, I 
know they despised every other featnrc'ol my 
.character. By the lime [ returned t<) Engl.ind 
with the regiment, i bore the rank of c-.iplain, and 
' liad s,ived a considerable sunt of mone^,^'oth 
7,. , from the accnmulation of my pay, and frum the 
■' prize Tuoney which. I bad gained ; besides which 
- i had contrived to buy up the shares from young_ 
thoughtless \a4a who were witling to part with any 
chance of ftture- payment, for a' little ready 
money. 

" ' On ray arriral in England I learned that my 
father was dead, and my brother iiAi4:ieJf to a verj- 



beautiful aad amiable pooDg woman, of some con- 
siderable fortune, in Ibe country. ^- Tbe news was 
gall and vrormtrood to me, and suggested tbe idea 
of going down, on pretence of vieiling bim, and 
spying out whether I coutd by any means disturb 
hishappiaess. Accordingly lappliedforsixmonths' 
leave of absence ; and,baviDg obtained it, I set 
out for Scotland, where I arrived a few weeks 
after the birth of my niece Isabella, now Lady* 
Nairn. Hector was uearly five years old at the 
time. It is impossible tor me to describe the ii£i> 
tred and detestation with which I regarded this 
JDDOcent child, whom I swore 1 would rum by 
some means or other, whatever might be the con- 
sequence.- 1 found my intentions frustrated, bo W' 
ever, at (his time, in a manner I had not anticipa- 
ted. On my arrival at Mooteitb. 1 had been re- 
ceived with tbe greatest kindness and hospitality 
by Arthur and his young and beautiful wife ; and 
afier remaining a week oi two with them, in order 
to reconnoitre on what grounds I had to work, I 
perceived that I still possessed the same inSuencQ 
as formerly over my brother,^ aod therefore I had 
little doubt, that in a short while I should be able 
to persuade him to separate Hector from his mo- 
ther, jvhicb- was tbe main object I had in view ; as I 
had resolved that through him the blow I medita- 
ted shonld come. 

" I had only begun, in a very eentle vt&y,- to 
throw out hint!) that the hoy wouln be ruined by 
itidulgence, . if left to bis molheii's direction, 
when I was most disagreeably surprised oae day 
■ on going into the parlour, by seeing Sir Alexan- 
der M'Donali^ ef Dun-Evan, (your wife's father, 
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Sir Cliarles,) who was at thnt (ime a younf; dim), 
iiboDl my owD tige, anil had served abroail wilh 
me for several years. The moment I saw him, 
I became convinced Ibnt it was lime fur me to 
leave Monteith, as he had, by accident, become 
mwe aG<]Uainled with my real character (ban any 
oiie else in the world ; and 1 was persuaded be 
. would as cerlainly unmask me to my brother, if 
he discovered the slightest trace of my inten- 
tions. 

"His manner to me was cold and distant; 
and I fancied that both my brother and his wife 
regarded me with less kindness than they had 
firevioasly done. I, therefore, thought it best 
to retreat, in order to return at a time more aus- 
picious for my purpose. The next morning, at 
breakfast- I' pretended to have received sudden 
orders to repair to London ; in short, I set out 
ttuA very evening; fur England, where, ia the 
course of a few montbg. I married the d^aghter 
of a rich jeweller in the city ; and though the 
match was contrary to her father's wishes at 
tirst, ne were soon not only forgiven, but re- 
ceived twenty thousand pounds by way of my 
wife's dowry, with a promise, if we conducted 
ourselves n' it h propriety, of nearly twice I'smach 
more at ha death. 

" Again 1 was ordered abroad, and, wilh my 
wife, sailed for America, where year after year 
passed on, without any hope of a return to our 
own country. My wife had no family, and the . 
suspicion which I entertained, that on this ac- 
count her lather would leave his immense pro- 
perty to her sister, who was the mother of sevo- 
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ral cbildreo, made me almoal f^leat Ihe sight of 
her. Indeet), for several years before ber d«ath. 
afier my hopes on that subject were at bd eod, ■ 
no humati creature could endure a life of greater 
fivffering thaii she did. 1 almost, at last, grtidged 
ber both victuals aud clolbes; and I have little 
doubl'tbat ber death was brought about from. 
priralioD of necessaries, added to the agomj of a 
broke D heart. 

" This event put a finishing stroke to all my 
hopes on her father's property ; aDd, therefore, 
I redoubled, if possible, my mitteraUe habits, 
in order to increase my worldly stores, in that 
way aC least, fully resolving to marry agaii>,-the 
first o]f[)or(unity I could do so with advantage. 
To have an heir to my wealth, 1 considered now 
inditpensible, lest it should eventually descend to 
my hated brother and nephew. I had, however, - 
no such opportunity for many years. The r^- 
menl was still abroad : and I could not hear Ihe 
idea of giving up my commission, even to inrare 
success to my favourite scheme. At length, a 
letter, conlaining infurmatioo that nearly drove 
me distracted, made me resolve to find a wife at 
all hazards, ivhere I was, rather than be without 
im heir. It was written by a man of the name of 
M'Leod, who, from similarity of disposition, had 
been'lit one time my only intimate associate in the 
regiittent, and had, by the death of his bTotber, 
become heir to an estate in the neighbourhood of 
Dun-Evan. 

" ' He wrote me a long account of the illness 
and death of my brother's wife, which had so 
much afi'ected Arthur as to lay the foundation of 
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^ serioua illness, that in the end carrieti him off 
about three years previously to the date of hJi 
letter. Sir Alexander lU'Dpnald, he informet 
me, had been appoialed guardian to my nephew 
Hector, and his siatet lsab«lla, the only childfoi 
that had survived their parents. Me added 
that Hector, iviio was oow of age, had, aboat : 
moDtb before, married Miss Campbell, the bean 
tiful niece of Sir Alexander ; and that he hac 
now gone to take posaession of the estate o 
Monteith. habelln was snid to be engaged t( 
Sir George Nairn; but her guardian though 
that she naa still too young lo marry, and hac 
stipulated with Sir George, before he would givi 
his consent, that Ihe marriage should not tak( 
place till the following Rumtner. 

" The rage that seized me on reading tbi) 
letter, knew no bounds; 1 resolved instaotly (i 
marry, and, at le:ist, to have the chance of ai 
heir for my own weHlth, whatever course I migh 
anerwards pursue. I paid my addresses lo se 
veral young women, daughters and sisters of thi 
officers belonging lo the English army ; but tlie; 
all> without exception, gave me a peremplori 
refusal ; my ch.tracter as a husband being tot 
notorious to allow even my wealth to weigf 
with them in the scale; I then looked abon 
among the iiihabitanls of New- York, where wi 
were stationed; but even there. I found a repot 
of my former cruelty had put a bar to m; 
success ; at last, I paid my addresses to tht 
daughter of a barber in a neighbouring village 
who was little more than i^eventeen, and as vair 
as she was beautiful. I was readily accepte< 
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by herself, and found no diffically in ohiainiDg 
tbe consent of her fjther, who had a largo Ta- 
mily, and waa'glnd lo dispose of one of them so 
eligibly. We were, therefore, mniriud and, in 
teas thnn a yenr, 1 became a father; but, alas! 
inalenH of a son. she presented me with a very 
sickly little girl, whom i soon hnted almost as 
much as I had dona Hector Monteitb. Two 
years passed away, aad I began lo be in despair ; 
this time, I had no hope of losbg my nife, for 
• she was a stent, henllhy youn^ woman, who re- 
solved lo tak-j her own way, in spile of all my 
endeavours and authority. Again I had tbe 
prospect of an heir ; and, during the whoi^ time 
that this expectation lasted, she contrtt'ed so to 
alarm me for her health, aul the safety of the 
child, that, wonderful aS'it may appear, she, un- 
der one pretence or another, absolutely extract- 
ed from me nearly four thousnnd pounds. 

'"At last, the long wished-for hour arrived, 
that made me the father of a son. Never shall 
I forget the feeling* that seized me, on looking 
at tho infant. That the detested Hector should 
, stand between this adored boy and the estate of 
'MoDleith, was a thought which 1 could not en- 
dure ; and 1 determined, even the first night of 
his birth, to return lo England, as soon as he 
could be removed with safely ; tirmly resolving 
to insure his interest as the family heir, even if I 
' should perish in the attempt. 

" ' My wife appeared to recover from her con- 
finement very slowly. She persuaded the me- 
dical person who attended ber, to insist on her' 
suckling tho young heir, both on account of her 
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owa health, and that of the child ; and, daring (he 
time this lasted, the snme system of rob^UHKOt. 
fotvi:nd (for 1 can. call it hy no other a9W)\^ 
hnd done during (he previous nine montha. 
The lightest refasal to nny of her requests pro- 
duced the greiiteat possible violeoce 1 was in- 
stantly threatened by his mother ivilh the child's 
d^ath. A.I last, the lime for CoUti's being wean- 
ed,' arrived. Mrs. Lewis, bis grandmother, dd- 
derlook the charge of him, and his mother went 
to her father's, to be out of bis si^ht ; for she 
declared, tbat sho could not endure the pain of 
hearing him cry, without indulging him in what 
would pacify his uneasiness. 

'■ ' A week passed, and the child had got over 
all his Iroables. 1 wondered that my wife did 
not return home, and sent her a message to tbat 
effect ; when a pote was returned to me, written 
by hersell the day she had gone to her mother's. 
It stated tbat she could endure to live with me 
no longer, and had quitted the country, never to 
return. She had left her son, (she s;iid) as an 
equivalent for all the money 1 had given her, 
which, she added, had, in her opinion, been hard- 
ly earoed, by four years of misery and wretch- 
edness. She concluded by taking leave of me 
for ever ; promMing, faithfully, never to annoy 
me in any way during her life, provided I did not 
lesent her conduct on her parents, who bad 
known nothing of ber intention, (ill it was too 
late to prevent herefrom carrying it into execu- 
tion. 

'> 1 was, at Qiii, in a dreaiMiI rage at ihe per- 
fidy of this worthless woman ; but, by degrees, C 
'' i'.oogW 
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began to couot the gain I was likely to detire 
fyamt^^fieawtioa, aod reEolved lo conceal her 

dff^^ni could procure a passage for myself 
and chitdrea to Epgland, as 1 did Dot choose to 
become tbe laughiDg-stoch ot all my acquaintan- 
ces, by the disclosure. 1 applied, the very next 
day, Ibr leave of absence ; but this became un- 
neces^ary, as the reifimeDt nas ordered home, 

. uod li of course, accompanied it. 

" ' It was three weeks before we embarked ; 
and, in, the course of that time, my domestic, 
fabtory had become public, and made me the 
jest of the whole jflsce. Tbe moment we reach- 
ed I'Ondon^I placed my daughter, who was three 
years old, under the care of an officer's widow, 
that I had known somelbiog of, and who now 
kept a acliqol in the outskirts of] the town. CoUd 
was too precious a treasure to be allowed to be 
out of my sight ; I, therefore, hired a servant to 
lake care of him, and lived in a small lodging 
with him at Pimlico. 1 bad been in town only a 
few days, when M'Leod called on me, and rela- 
ted what a dreadful state of agitation there was 
in the public mind in Scotland, with regard to the 
Pretender; insomuch, that, from circumstances 
which had come to his knowledge, he said be 
should not be surprised if a rising in the country 
were to be the consequence. 

" ' How is Hector Mooteitb affected ?" was 
my first question. ' I believe,' nDswered M'Leod, 
' that if be were left to himself, he would join 
the Stewart faction directly, but he is so ruled 
and managed by Wt A lexutdq^ M' Donald, that 
he will do nothii^ but what he advises.' 
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"'We must set to work then,' M'Leod, and 
endeavour to seduce M'Dc)Qald4o take part in 
the rebeDion. Do you not think (hat you could 
assist me in this? for, positively, 1 will leave no 
■tone unturned to effect both his ruin, and that 
of my detested nephew. If I can hut succeed 
in once gBtting them fairly into the Geld in the 
Stunrt interest, then the estate of Monteith is 
inine- past a possibility of failure, - 

" ■ M'Leod and i then contrived a plot, to 
work upon Sir Alexander's feelings ; and, after 
hnvbg settled all the particulars, he left me to 
put them in immediate execution, having first 
obtained my promise of ten thoDsand pounds, 
l6 be paid duvrD the day I should enter ioto pos- 
session of the estate of Monteith. All succeed- 
ed beyond out most sanguine expectations. — 
M'Leod pretended to be himself a staunch friend 
of the Stuarts ; and, for a great while, nenl re- 
gdlarly to Sir Alexander, to consutt him on the 
proper measures lo insure success. The latter, 
howeveri resisted every thing that M'Leod pro- 
posed, Nearly showing him the impracliotbility 
of the Pretender'sever being able to succeed, in 
the then state of Scotland, vrith plans so rash 
and ill-digested. M<Leod finding that he could 
make Dotbing of bim in that tray, appeared to 
"ac^iQiesce in his superior judgment, and nrote 
privately to mei that U'less I could supply him 
with some falsa documents to lay before Sir 
Alexander, we had no chance of either getting 
Lim or Hector to fall into the snare. 

"'Not in the least discoi^bed, I instantly set 
to work, and forged letters as from persons of the 
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first ncight nt the court of France, assuring the 
'parlMaaS of the Sluarls that they should be sup- 
ported, both ivilh meo and nionuy. to an extent 
that must insure success. 

" ' Even for some days after M'Leod had 
laid these letters before Sir Alexander, he sllll 
seemed to besititte ; but his sua, who vras an 
enterpriMHg young mnni united in persuading 
hint to join the rebels, and, ^fler some delibera- 
tion, he agreed to rai^e ibe vassals on bis es- 
tate ; an esampte which, as you know, was ea- 
gerly followeil by Hector JMonteilh. Meao- 
while, the regiment In which I belonged, was 
ordered into Scotlind, under the command of 
the Duke of Cumberland ; and, during (he short 
caBip:iign of that summer, i distinguished my- 
■elf in BO marked a manner as to gain his favou 
and support, which was of isfioite service to me 
in the sequel. 

'"tniiw began to dread lliat M'Leod would 
betray my complicated Irencheries, and resolved 
to take ihe first opportunity of destroyiog him. 
Such an occasion presented itself at the battle of 
Culloden, where he was stationed just before 
me; and. vrhiUt his allention was engaged with 
the approach of the enemy, I ran my sword 
through his body, and left him, (as I firmly be- 
lieved,^ do-.id on the spot, 

" ' Immediately after the battle, I was des- 
patched by the Duke on some particular busi- 
ness- to Stirling. I rode post ihiiher, and, ha- 
ving effected my jjurpose, was returning slowly 
towards Dunblane- where I intended to sleep; 
when, in suddenly turning an angle of t^e road, 
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I perceived yoo. Beaumont, in earnest craver- 
aatioD with two ■ Highlaudmen. Wfaat pat it 
into my bead, 1 cBODot.aay, but I determined to 
watch and discover who tbey were, and, like 

'Vr'ac, what nae the business wiu seemed so 
BRTDestly engaged in. 1, therefore, leaped from 
my horse, and, tying him up to a tree wilhin thet 
neighbouring plantatipD, crept softly under a 
wall Ihat divided the road from the thicket, 
until I came near eoough to diacorer what you 
were about. I dare say, you remember what 
then pasied. Ad old servant of Sir Alexander's, 
with bis SOD, was begging you to conceal their 
BMster, till the first search should be over, and 
be could find an opportunity of lOakinK his es- 
cape. I learned, likewise, that Hector Moateith 
was with him ; and I could scarcely conceal my 
d^lightt wbeu I heard you promise to protect 
them, if they would instantly lake shelter in the 

, house of Mrs. Beaumont's nurse, where you 
TTould snpply them with every thing that they 
mi^t want, and procure a passage for them to 
France as soon as you thought they could leave 
their retreat with safety. 

"'Tou had no sooner quitted the men, and 
they bad disappeared, than I remounted my 
horse, rode directly back to Stirling, and gave 
informatton where Sir AlexaiHler and Hector 
were to be found; but 1 charged the governor 
to conceal who it was that gave the information, ' 
telling him that I had it from you, and that, as 
you had married Sir Alexander's daughter, yoa 
could not properly appear in the business. A 
parly was sent out to the nurse's house, which 
6» ' ^.oo;Mc 
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was situated amoog the Ochill hills. The fugi- 
tives were seized, and marched off towards Stir- 
ling.. On the road, a very heavy mist catne on, 
and Sir Alexander, complaining of fatigae. was 
allowed to sit down, for the purpose of resting 
himself, on the eilge of one of the bias. He did 
■0 ; but taking a<)vatitage of the inatteDlioD of 
his guards, he laid himself at his length on the 
gronqd, and rolled (as you know boys in Scot' 
land otlen do for sport) down the steap side of 
the hill. So rapidly did he descend, that be was 
ont of sight before he was even missed, '^nd; by 
the help of the thick fog, he Completely esca* 
ped. Monteith, however, was cnrried prisoner 
to Stirling Castle, where his wife and children 
joined him, and cootiniied in confinemont for 
nearly six months. Meanwhile, I contrived to 
exasperate the government, both against him 
aod M'Donald. The latter, 1 have since heard, 
got in safety to Leith, but embarked there in a 
small leaky vessel, which foundered at sea, and 
all on board perished. 

" * Great exertiiina were mnde to obtain a par- 
don fur Monteith ; hut as T had gained the ear of 
the duke, no eite ualion of his crime was listened 
to, and I was promised the possession of the estate 
which had tempted me to the commission of so 
many crimes. Humanity, however prompted the 
government to insist on a provision fur the widow 
and children that he might leave ; and I was obli* 
ged to come under a promise to allow them a small 
HQnuily, before I could obttiin assurance of com- 
^ plele success. Under the power which this pro- 
mise gave me, I determined to secure the persons 
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of thfi widow and children, fully intending to ti 
care that the latter should never reach an 
that could give me any trouhle. I harried, n 
this view, down to Stirling, a day or two het 
I knew that Hectw was to be removed to Carli 
and I gave positive orders to the governor 
to suffer either Mrs. Monteith or the childrer 
be liberated till after Hector had leii the 
son. 

" * This injunction, T have reason to belie 
was strictly obeyed ; but in the morning al 
Hector's departnre no one was to be found is 
apartment except Mrs. Monteith ; and from t 
time (ill the present, so far as I know, it has m' 
been discovered how the three children were c 
veyed from the castle ; their mother cooatantly 
the Hay of her death, refusing to give the slight 
information coacerning them . Host people, I 
lieve, have given me the credit of having put th 
out of the way myself; but as I am a living in 
Beaumont, I know no more of them than I hi 
now related. 

" ' From the moment I succeeded in gainingt 
estate, all the enjoyment I bad promised myt 
in its posession vanished. I attempted at Grgi 
lire there ; and hired servants and a governess 
my children, in the view of continuing to resi 
constantly in the country, as my father had doi 
but I soon fonnd that Monteith was no place 
me. My servants, one after another, quitted I 
bonse, declaring that they could not reside ii 
place where the ghost of the former master a 
tinually walked. Not an iodividoal ofthe oeif 
bouring gentry would visit or asaooate with i 
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nod fcnrcoly wouM meet me on busioess. In short 
at the end of Hltlc more than three months, I 
trns forced to lesTe Monteith and Scotland for 
ever. 

" I ne:ct took a houEC in London, and hired a 
tutor (o educate my boy- who, bj this time, was 
about five years old ; the man appeared willing 
to obey my directions in all things, and, by this 
quality, he soon succeeded in gaining so great 
'an influence over me, that for many years be di- 
rected every thing in which I was concemedi 
my money excepted ; for^ on that point, 1 was 
infieziblei and not even to him would 1 trust the 
management of a &rlhing. He was a worthless', 
. debauched, unprincipled lellow, who corrupted 
my boy's morals, and taught him every species of 
vice ; yet still, though I knew all this, 1 fancied, 
as he made him a good scholar, be had done his 
duty, and I constantly introduced him to all the 
society with which I myself mixed. Chance, at 
last, betrayed to me a plot be had formed, of mar- 
rying my son Colin to a daughter of hia own, just 
the evening before it was fixed to lake place. I 
instantly diemissed the wrptch from my house, ob- 
' taineda commiesicm in the army for Colin, and, 
through 'a personal fnend of your own, got you 
to appoint faim your aidc'de-camp. 

** 'Till the expediuon sailed, I never suffered 
him to be out of n^ aght, by day or night, and I 
felt relieved beyond descriptioo, when i was as- 
' BUred that you were gone. Whilst he remained 
in India, I gave way to every species of dissipa- 
tion, merely in the hope of drowning thought ; 
for the etill amalt voice of cosscicnce wouM be 



heard at every moment of solitude or refiection. 
Your entreaties that I would allow my son to 
return to England, vexed me exceedingly. I 
imagined, that be had influenced you to apply to 
me Tor the permission, and that be still meant (o 
fulfil bis engagement with the daughter of his 
worthless tutor. At last your letter, announcing 
the necessity of his quitting the regiment, unless 
b.6 would run the risk of being disgraced. £(«• 
vinced me, that alt which you had before written 
was true. Mortified as I was at bis conduct, I 
yet felt relieved that bis attachment to the girl at 
bcMne was not the cause of hia return, and I ac- 
cordingly received him with real kindness and af- 
fection. He sooD gave me a solemn promise to 
hold no converse, either with h^ r or her father ; 
and I believe he kept his word in that particular, 
though, from the tune of his arrival in England,, 
bis extravagance and dissipation have been bejrond 
any thing 1 even could have believed possible in a. 
son of mine. 

" ' My daughter, likewise, has conspired to 
tUstract me, by eloping from the house of tbe 
lady where I had placed her, with a worthless 
fellow, an attorney, or, rather, I believe I ought to 
say, an attorney's clerk, who has the impudence 
*to expect, that I will provide for her in (bture, 
and give him the means to become a line gentle- 
man. About a week ago, aHer having been up 
the grelteat part of the night, drinking, in com- 
pany with an old set of debauched companionst 
on my return home. I was met in the passage by 
CcAin, who ^itreated that I would come with him 
fat a few minutes into the parlour. I followed, 
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loading him with abuse, 'for troubling me at aucb 
an unseasonable moment. On approaching the 
fight, however, I was atrack with the expression 
of horror that was in his face, and asked, haatily , 
what was the matter ? 

'"Answer me, one question, dear sir, and I 
shall then know exactly what is to be done. Do 
jou know what was the fiite of Hector Honteith's 
three children ? . * 

" ' Tlie question sobered me in a moment. 
What do you mean, Colin, (answered 1,) b^ 
liufting auch a question to your fither ? ' I know 
. nothing of the &te of these children ; and alntOBt 
involuntarily added, Oh, would to God that I did ! 

" ' He grasped my hand ; * I knew my lather 
could not be a deliberate murderer.' • 

"'Who has dared to accuse me? (roared I, 
stamping with rage,) I will know, I insist upon it. 
Answer me directly. ' ■ 

" ' Colin, for some time, positively refusei? to 
explain the meaning of what he had said ; but at 
last he confessed that be had passed the evening in 
a gaming house, where he had quarrelled wiSi a 
man who altempted to cheat him. Words grew , 
liigh, and he had (^hallenged the man, whose name 
was M<Leod ; but the challenge was insolently 
refused, M'Leod declaring that he would nevel* 
submit to put himself on a footing with the son of 
a notorious murderer. 

"•At the name of M'Leod, I Btaggei«d back 
into a chair, nearly ^inthig. Colin, who thought 
he read, in this agitation, a confirmation of my 
guilt, burst into tean, and, kneeling at my feet, 
implored me to relieve him, by an assurance that 



these clnldreii had not suffered througli me. This 
I could most conscieatiousty do f bul, alas ! I was 
still a murderer ; though, ftom his liaving do sus- 
picion of any other viMiqi meant, but die children, 
ray assul-ance quieted him, and he declared Uiat 
lie would, ere another day passed over his head 
force U'Leod to unsay hia accusation, or fight 
Mm like a man. I apjJauded tbis resolution, 
though I privately determined to meet M'Leod 
myself before Oolin could possibly find an «ppor> 
timity to do so. With this intention, I advised 
him to go to bed, and sleep off the fumes of the 
liquor he had drank ; promising that 1 would ac- 
company bim myself the next day, in search of 
njy accuser. He agreed at last to retire ; and I 
lost no time in repairing to the gaming housoi 
where he said he had left M'Leod. . There, surely 
enough, I met him coming out, just as I reached 
' the door. I knew him instantiy. -It was the 
very man I had stabbed at Gulloden, andof whom, 
till that moment, I believed myself the murderer. 

"<Ah, traitor! is it yon ? exclaimed he, the 
moment be saw' me. I am glad of it, for now 1 
shall have my revenge. Youthotufiit me dead, 
no doubt, and yourself secure^in ^br Ill-gotten 
posscBsioDS ; but know that tHe brav«. Highlan- 
.^ers against whom I bad been figbtiog Saved my 
life, and carried me from the field, believing that 
I had been wounded in their cause. They took 
me with them to France, where 1 have learned bet- 
ter how to choose my friends, and likewise how to 
unmask a villaiu. 

"'Ihcard no more j but ^rew my sword, and 
made a lounge at htm, which he parried) and the 
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next mioate rao me through the body, dn my fall- 
ing, he made off, and I lay for a considerable time 
before I was discovered. Some one at last caipe 
up, and bad me carried home ; where, on the land- 
ing place Colin met me. The shock he received 
at that moment, added to the agitation he had un- 
dergone the erening before, waa too much for his^ 
eitwnsted frame, worn out by dissipation and pro- 
fligacy. He burst a blood vessel in his lungs- and 
I am convinced) is non hurrying with r'apid strides 
to the grave. 

" 'If you, therefore, dear Beaumont, really 
know Tfhat was the fate of these children, in 
mercy tell me at once, for I have resolved, as some 
little atteviaJioD of my gnitt, to leave theii(, if stiU. 
alive, that estate nbicb has proved nothing to me 
but a source of crimes, of misery, and of never- 
ending remorse.' 

" Thus ended the wretched man. 1 was, aa 
yon may suppose, greatly sbecked at the relation 
of a life spent in the commission of such dreadr 
fhl crimes. I tried, however, to answer him as 
composedly as f could; assuring him of what 
was t ne, Ihiilt though I had made every possible 
, ioquiT J for HonteHh's children. I had never been 
able lo make the- slightest discovery relative to 
their fate, and bad always believed that he had 
conveyed them, himself, tram the Castle of Str- 
fine, the snme night that their father was remo- 
ved. Agniu he solemnly assured me that he did 
not, and that hs could not even conjecture by 
wh^ means they had so mysterioody diasp- 
peared, . 



" I then suggested the possJbilily of their be- 
ing still alive, though concealed b^ some of their 
father's friends, ia the fear of it'is attempl4pg 
any thing against them, and advised him by all 
means to malie his will, restoring to them their 
father's estate, if they should ev6r claim it, and 
be able to prove their identity. He vrillingly 
agreed to do thii, and seat immediately for a 
sohcitor, who, in my presence, drevr up an in- 
strumentt leaving not only the estate of Monteith 
lu any of them that may be still uliva, but like- 
wise, (in the event of hi« sou's death,) (^he great- 
est part of bis personal property ; he having con- 
sAnted, at my earnest eotrealy. to bequeath tire 
thousand poands to bis daughter. 

" I expressed much surprise, on Gndirtg that 
his children were not his first wife's, as I had, 
till then, believed them to be. She was, by her 
' mother's side, distantly related to my father ; and 
it had been through that claim of relationship 
that 1 bad been prevailed upon to take Colin as 
my aide-de-camp. 

" ' I fonnd, on my return to England.' an- 
swered he, ' that it was not known when my first 
wife died; aod, as she was a respectable womaD, 
I was willing to allow it to be beheved that she 
■was ihe mother of my children; for 1 never 
conld bear to think of the despicable creature 
who gave them birth.' 

" As soon as he hiid signed his will, I led him 
to try to get a little repose, and 'returned to 
Colin, whom 1 found so ill, ns to make me doubt 
even if he would survive his father. He bad 
been engaged in -conrersalion with Arthur the 
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whole time of my stay with the colonel, and was 
now aaable to speak. We snw him put to bed 
by his servant, and then w:ilked out to the inn 
tf^ether, desiring that if we were wanted, we 
should instantly be sent for. We were too much 
engaged with out own thoughts, to enter into 
conversation ; and, aa if by mutual agreement, 
retired to separate rooms, to reflect on what had 
pHjaed between us and our respective individuals. 
I have thought that the above narrative would 
be most interesting to you, as it completely ex- 
plains the accusing letter that you received from 
your father, written before he so unfortunately 
. embarLcd in a vessel at Leith. It has relieved 
my mind, in a great degree, from the fear, that 
by some inadvertency of my own, I might have 
been the means, however unintentioiwlly, of be- 
traying the secret of his concealcaent. Many 
years of misery this apprebension has occasioned 
. me ; and even yet 1 feel wretched, when I think 
that my beloved uncle died in the belief of my 
deliberate guilt. I shall not leave this plaee till 
I see the end of the wretched man ; therefore, 
address me at the Star and Garter, Richmond, 
where we have, for the present, taken up onr 
abode." 






CHAPTER IV. 

LiJ>r Bbaukoht, on the receipt of this letter, 
was sitting in coo^tany with Allen and Jessie. . 
William also had called in the evening, to inquire 
if she had beard an; thing of the travellers. 
Shfl read if aload, to account to them for their 
having no letters themselves. William, th» mo^ 
nwDt Colonel Monteith's name was mentioned, 
turned hh chair rouacl from bad; Beaumont, and 
leaning his elbow oiAhe table, covered his face 
■.with hisJband) and continued to listen with an in- 
t«nsity of feeling beyond description. When 
she flame to (he part where Sir Charles mention- 
ed the manner in which Colonel Mooteith had 
overheard the copverSation of the Highlandmen 
with him, relative to Sir Alexander's place of 
concealmtg'nt, her voicd trembled, so that she 
could scarcely be heard ; till Allen, who sat far- 
thest from her, sprung up, esclaimlng, "Oh, 
Lady BeavmoDl I let me beat this ; I know there 
must hhve been some great deception, w4 al- 
ways have maintained il, in spite of all the facts 
that seemed so decisive." ' 

" Bless yo« for that, my dear Allen, 7ou''h8ve 
been a friend, indeed, when all else condemned 
us." She sank upon his shoulder, and remained 
drowned in tears for some minutes ; when, rais- 
ing herself, she finiJed faintly in bis face, and 
said, "Oh! plead for me, Allen, and let me for 
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one momeQt be pressed Co his arms again, and i 
will bless yoo while existence Temaias, or me- 
mory holds her seat." 

Allen pressed her bend, and whispered caution ; 
which instantly recalled her to herself; and turn- 
ing to Jessie, who was observing them with asto- 
nishmenl, she said, ■■ My love, Allen and I have 
had some confidential intercourse with regard to, 
my father. The surprise of the moment lias made 
us forget that we were not done ; but still we 
are with friends, and needjsnly say, that what has 
passed must he confined to your own bosoms." 

"Strange," said William, raising his head, 
" that I should notf have ^own you were the 
daughter of Sir Alexander TO'Don aid !" 

" Did you know ray father 1" asked Lady Bean- ' 
moni, in a quick voice. 

" 1 saw him, tnadnm, many years ago ; bat 
never knew that Sir Churles was his nephew." 

"Sir Charles is Ihe eod of bis eldest sister, 
who married in Englnnd when very young. He 
never was in Scotland lilt nbout five years before 
my father's deulb, when he spent a summer at 
Dun-Evan. During his stay there, we became 
attached to each other; but, as lie was in the 
ort^y of the present king, my father positively 
refused tu allow us to marry, as he thought it 
wouU, greatly offend the friends of the Stuaita, 
with whom he was connected, and who had al- 
ready shown some jenlousy of his even receiving 
a visit from his nephew. Sir Ctiarles left Ihe . 
/coanitj upon Ibis refusal ; but we still contrived 
to corrcs))ond together, and, at last, he prevailed 
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on me to quit my father's house, and marry him 
privately. I almost hoped that my father was 
pleased at our having taken this step, as it com- 
pletely exonerated him from any blame. He 
bad, I kneTV) a high opinion of Charles, both as 
a man and a Christian ; and trould have willingly ' 
agreed to our marriage, bad it only depended ' 
upon himself; but that, or any thii^ else, he 
would have sacriGced rather than have eictted 
the suspicions of hie friends. 

"I soon found that my hopes in this respect 
were not fallacious, as ne received a letter of 
forgiveness very shortly after our marriage ; "but 
my dear father at the same time said, that he 
mvst refrain from holding intercourse with us, . 
till 4he minds of our countrymen were more 
settled on politicat matters. For three years 
from that period, we only heard about once a 
twelvemonth from him, and -theo merely received 
a few lioes, to any that he whs weH. At last, 
the unfortunate rebellion broke out. Our fears, 
that my father would join iti it, were but too 
soon coniirmod. Charles, who was ordered 
upon duty, marched into Scotland with' the Duke 
of Cumberland, and was with bim at the b^tle 
of Cullodea. Before he went, I entreated him, 
if he ever loved me. that he would esert all his 
influence to save my father. This he promised 
to do, and f^thfully kept his word. Durbg the 
heat of battle, be rescued him from the hands of 
a party of Colonel Monteith's regiment, who had 
surrouDded him. He had no lime to speak ; 
bnt appearing to tako my father prisoner, he 
committed him to the ctire of an old lervant. 



on whose fidelity he conid rely. With this per* 
son, he had previously settled to nhat place the 
dear captive should be condacled. 

" Hector Monteith wbs taken with my falher, 
jtiid they were carried off the field together, to 
the. place appointed. The moment the battle 
nits over, diaries contrived to be aent to Perth 
with despatches, nliich he had no sooner deli- 
vered, than he hurried to the rendezvous ; bat, 
before he reached i1, he was met by my oorse'i 
husband, who bad removed my father to another 
place, HS he suspecled that they h»d been watcb- 
ed. This man was the bearer of a tetter from 
my father, who eaid that he fnlly relied on his 
nephew's honour, and entreated him lo make 
every eserlion to secure his flight, as well u 
that of his friend, Hector Monteith. You know 
all the rest ; except that on understanding from 
the party that was sent to seize them, that it was 
Charles hy whom they had been betrayed, he 
wrote a letter to me full of bittcrnecs, against 
the' unpardona'ble treachery of my hus,bnnd| de- 
claring (hat from that moment he dis«^!iimed us 
both. The acconnt of the shipwreck of the 
vessel in which we believed him lo have em- 
barked, soon fcJlowed the receipt of this dread- 
ful letter ; and, fiom thai lime, my frjends, even 
ibe consciousness of innocence has been insuffi- 
cient to lighten the nisary that the belief of bis 
death occasioned ui. This unlooked-for expla- 
nation of the unhappy discovery, will, however, 
I trust, in time restore my dear husbaDd's pence 
of mind, and lead to years of consolation and 
happiness." 
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Lady BeRumont having eiveo thu explanation, 
weot ab with her huBhaDd%~lelter. As' soon ai 
she had finished it, WilUam rose and thanked 
her for the communication ; and then turning to 
Allen, he said, " Return home, my sod, nith ms ; 
I have somethii^ of consequence to arrange 
with you before 1 go to Edinhurgh, wbere4 roij«t 
be early to-morrow morning. This business of 
the lease muot be settled before Sir Charles re- 
turns, for 1 cannot allots him to find me behind 
hand in any of the affairs committed U> my 
charge." 

•■ I am sore, William, be will only be astonish- 
ed at your regularity, and the improvements you 
have effected during his absence. The estate 
has almost doubled its value ainoe you have had 
it in your hands. It will be quite impossible for 
him ever to repay you for the attention and trou> 
ble yon have bestowed upon his concerns." . 

"Wewou't talk of obligations, dear madam; - 
the general and I understand each other ; that 
is all, and that is what every landlord and tenant 
cannot boast of Our obligations ara mutual ; 
and will be all settled, 1 trust, shortly. But good 
evening : I must go. Gome, Allen, make haste; 
it is late." 

Lady Beaumont regretted exceedingly that 
Allen was obliged to leave her ; but she could 
not interfere, as his father said he had business 
with him. When they had departed, she kissed . 
-Jessie, aayingthat the letter had agitated ber 
a great deat, and, therefore, she would retire to 
her room, for the rest of thg eveniDg. 
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William, dariDg his walk lo Lochmorc, inrorm- 
ed Atlen that business, which he could not meo- 
tioD, eveD to him, required his immediale pre- 
sence in Londott. " 1 must see Sir Charles di- 
Tecti;^ ; ^od. therefore, I mean to leave this place 
in a few hours ; but Lotly BeaumoDt muat not 
knofr where I am gone at (ireseut. I could have 
wished, Allen, to have taken you along with me ; 
but I know not hoir I can do Ihnt without exci- 
■ting her ladyship's suspicion, and alarming her as 
tone nature of my business." 

Allen stopped hastily, and, catching hold of his 
father's, arm, said, "I too, dear fntber, should 
wish, of alt things, to go lo London. Nay, I 
eveu doubt whether your business is of mors 
cobsequence than mine ; but till you mentioned 
your desire of taking me with you, 1 had not* 
dared sven to admit the possibility of accom- 
plishing it. Secrecy, however, is so essential 
with regard to my motives for going lo London, 
that I am not at liberty to explain them, even to 
you. But if you write a note lo Lady Beau- 
mont, saying, that you have determined on carry- 
ing ine with you to Ediobui^h, she may nat.u- 
rally suppose, you intend to inquire shout the 
next winter's clasiies at the University for me. 
This notion will satisfy her mind, for at least a 
week or ten days ; and t hofe. by that lime, I 
shall he able, eilber lo write to her myaelf, anil 
explain the reason of my absence) or else to 
leave London on my return home." 

" 1 don't quite understand, Allen, what motive 
you can have for wishing ao earnestly to go to 
London ; untees, indeed, it i$ to see your dear hro- 
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ther, and that is Dot necessary to' be kept a 
secret ; bat, as you do not ask me to expta^ ray 
plans, ] will not press Tor yours. Thnnks be to 
God, my dear boy, I never yet had cause to dis- 
trust you ; and, believe me, I will not now a4init 
an iDJnrioua suepicJOQ of your conduct into my 
mind. It is the reward, both of children and 
parents, who have lived lo^elber as we have 
done, that in times of even seeming mystery, 
tbey can fully, and unconditionally, trust to each 
other, without harbouring a donbt an either side. 
I will write the note you have suggested, and 
you shall accompany me on my journej. May 
we both succeed in the business in which we are 
90 macb interested !" 

" 1 thank yon, my dear father, for this indul- 
gence i and, believe me, that ion never shall 
have canse to regret the reposing in me so nn- 
qitali6ed a confidence. I must, however, claim 
your indtrlgence a litlle farther, and leave yon 
for a couple of hours, as the business which in- 
terests me so mach cannot be oKecntcd without 
some documents which I must procure before ( 
return home. The lime, 1 trust, will soon arrive, 
when I may be permitted to disclose all to you. 
Meiinivhile. I can only say, that the secret is ra- 
ther Arthur's than mine; and, till 1 have seen 
him, I am bound by a solemn promise, never to 
let it pass my lips." 

« Arthur, my dear Allen, is as incapable of 
acting improperly as yon are yourself; there- 
fore, if the secret rel-ntes to him, 1 have n doable 
security of its propriety. Make haste and secnre 
your documents ; and 1 will go directly home, 
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and prepare your moihor and Jamie'for our de- 
partuGe." 

Next morning. Lnd; Beaumont ivalcUcd ea- 
gerly for a note from her father, which she made 
sure of receiving ; but no note arrived, nor Agi 
Allen return. In the eveniug, Jamie callei) and 
delivered a few lines from William, that added 
greatly to her uneasiness ; as she saw distinctly, 
that, till Allen's return, she had no dianco of any 
communication from Sir Alexander. Jamie could 
give her no idea about the time his father and' 
hralher meant to return, and remarked, on leaving 
her, lh:it she had better not expect them very 
soon, as lawyers were usually very dilatory, and 
William had said that he would positively not 
come back without the lease. ' 

The second day of their absence she proposed 
to accompany Jessie in her usual miiming visit 
* to her mother. " I am glad you will go with 
met dear aunt," answered Jessie; "for to tell 
you the. truth, I did not think my mother quite 
like herself yest|erday. She kissed me over and • 
over again ; asking me if I. were quire sure I 
should always love her, and never agree to leave 
her. .My answers only made her cry, and say 
she vras not worthy to be the mother of such a 
child." 

" Your mother was low-spirited, 1 suppose, at 
being left alone. It is at such times that the recol- 
lection ofpoor Aanio returns with redoubled poig-' 
nancy. I must try to persuade her to spend (he 
day with us; and Jamie can come for her in tbe 
evening." Theythen set out on their walk. They 
found Jane engaged at her spinning-nheel ; she 
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looked piite, and hei eyes w.ere heavy. '' What 
13 tfae-uatler, dear mother ?" asked Lady Beau- 
inonl, addressing her, aa usual, by that liimily 
appellation ? " Is any thing nrong either nith 
you or William ? Yon look as if yoa.had not 
slept." 

" OQ, madam I am quite well ; only lam a little 
foolish, and cannot sleep for thinking of my dear 
child here, who will, no doubt, be going away now 
yffiith her brother, nho is come home so rich and 
gmnd : he will never let her stay with poor folks 
like us, I am sure." 

" How can you admit such a thought into your 
mind, Jans, against such children as either Arthur 
or Jessie ? Really, I must scold yon for being so 
foolish as yon say yon are. If I know any thing 
6f their disposition, the greatest pleasure they can 
ever'feel, will be to cootribnte to your comfort 
and happinessi as long as you and William are 
spaMd to them." . '■ 

" Ah , madam, that is just what William keep's 
telling m*; bul still I have my fears." 

'' Nonsense, Jane ! Don't give way to such ab- 
surd, not to say unjust suspicions. Come, put en 
your Sunday's gown ; you shall go with Jessie and 
me to Glenlyn. I'll warrant you, a day spent wilh 
us will chase away all such follies from your 

Jane made many excuses.but at last she consent- 

- cd ; and having given all the necessary directions 

. to the little girl whom William had hired to live 

with her from the time of poor Annie's death, she 

accompanied Lady Beaumont and her daughter 

home, and in the course of the day recorereH her 
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spiiilssotar a^ tonppeHr perfect Ijr clieerful. Jes- 
sie naff her home ; anrl when taking leave for the 
night, nrns agaio prosKcd to her mother's breast, 
who, with a flood oftears, exclaimed, " I will try 
dear Jessie, to believe that you will De'^enTorsake 
me ; for I really think, were I to lose yoa I ehonld 
SOQU sink into the grave. Remember the promise 
yo\i mude our dear Annie, thdt you would always 
supply her place (o me as long as I live. I am 
easy whenever I tbiok of that ; for I know you 
loved her sincerely,, and will iBver break a pro- 
mise ao solemnly given." 

" Never, mother," answered Jessie, looked • 
surprised ; " but even without th^t promise, how 
cun my mother thiuk so meanly of her own child. 
It hurts me greatly when you speak thus ; ae I 
think I must, however uniatentioaally, hav« 
been guilty of some neglect that lam not Eware 
of." 

" Oh no, my child [ yon have always been the 
best and kindest ofgirts to me and mine. I never 
will again pain you as I have done these two last 
days; but when the trial cooies, you Will under- 
stand tbe meaning of my fears." 

A whole fortnight passed from this time, before 
any tbiog was heard at Glenlyn, either of William 
or Allen. At last the little post-bo; returned from 
Linton with a targe packet, addressed to Lady 
£eaumoat. It begun thus. 

" My dear Mary must bave^been lost in as- 
tooishhieDt. at being so long without hearing from 
her friends in London. Set your heart at rest 
my love. Nothing now awaits you but happiness 
and joy, so far beyond what any of us could ever ■ 



i. 



ARTHUR UOHTEITH. 86 

hRVe anticipate!]. Ibnt the relalion will appear 
almost a fictioa tO' you : for even now, when [ 
liAve conviacing proofs before me of its tjnth, I 
feel as if I were iti « tielighiM ^ream, and dread 
being awakened from it ; but to give you a regu- 
lar account, 1 must begin from tbe dayl ta^ 
wrote to you. . , 

" I had sCHTcelj finished my letter- when I'Was 
Bumtnoned to alteml Colonel Vonteith ; hut ax fto 
mention ifas made of Arthur'^ being wanted, I left 

' him at tbe ien On entering the sick room. I 
found the invalid considerably worse. Tbe sur- 
geon, who was sitting by him, informed me, in a 
whisper, that hi^ patient had but a few hoors to 

. live. Ah I approached the bed he endeavoured 
tospeak, biit a violent spasm preveuted him for 
some minutes. When that was past, he cried, 
Beaumont, you promised to pray for me. Why 
sboald 1 be obliged tp die now. when I have made 
all tbe reparation in my power V ' Compose your 
miDd.my dear Colonel,' answered I, and allow me 
to send for a clergyman, to assist yon in praymgfor 
yourself. Neither my prayers oor bis can be of 
.any avail- unless you confess your sin» to God- and 
endeavour, through the merits of your Saviour, to 
make your peace with heaven. , 

" I won't die, 1 tell you. Beaumont ; I am not 
fit either to pray, or lo liateu to any thing a 
priest can say to me, I have never loiiked into 
3 Bible since. I was a boy at Mooleitb-House. 
How, then, (ft) I know any thing about the 
matter ?' 

" Greatly shocked, I tried all in my power to 
awaken the poor wretched man to a proper sedbe 
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ofhis awful litoalion. He would listen to nothiBg 
I could UTge ; butcootiuued screamiiig and declar- 
ing that lie iTould not, and could not, die. Alat, 
we all saw tbat tbe violence of hh conduct, and 
his iuward compunctions, vrere rapidly accelerv 
tiogthe very efent he dreaded. I wHlnot,Bylovd, ^ 
harass your mind by a longer description of the 
)>aintul scene. Three hoars did he continue slrug- 
gling and suSering beyond any thing I ever before 
witnessed ; and God forbid that I should ever again 
bo compelled to be present 31*60 dreadUd A ter- 
mination to a fellow-creature's life 1 Haired to his 
son seems to have taken complete possession of bis 
mind ; and we were forced to oblige C<te to leave 
the room, as his fathi-r^s violence was inciMsed by 
the very sight of the poor young roan. About half 
past two m the morning, tbe Colonel became so 
weak aa to be mable longer to' articulate, and jgal 
as the clock struck three, he expired, grasping my 
hand in agony. For some time befora his ^eathi I 
had knelt at hia bed side, praying earnestly for mer- 
cy on tbe dyit;g sulTerer. He seemed to give at- 
tention to tbe ejaculations I utterAd ; and even at 
the moment wben be drew his last breath, his eyes 
were eagerly fixed on mine. Oh ! what a lesson is 
such a death to all tboee who not only neglect God 
themselves but in the hey-day ofhealth and strength 
make religion a laughing-stock, and by example as 
well TkS precept, seduce tbe young and unwary to 
tread in their steps. Even his on^ sod became to 
him an object of hatred and dislike, by reflecting 
hack to him, as iq a mirror, his own worthless 
character, and thereby heightening to his'awakened 
Buid the culpability of his own neglect and cruelly 



AUTOCR HOKTEIIS. 



fit t 

tetter. 

"Colin wss infonned of bis father's death, as 
gently as we could. Hemsedhis beavy evea lo Ar- 
, -ihur, jibd said> 'Oh, Mathiesoni that I ha.a listened 
to your kind. and friendly admonitions '. then death 
would Dot be arrayed in such terrors, at its near 
approach. Tell me, oh ! tell me, if therais yet timff 
to save me from sach an end as has adw taken place, 
Th« »ery sound of those screams for mercy and par- 
don yet ring in my ears, and seem to say that I too 
am lost forereT-* 

" With earnestness and feeling, Arthur eirtrea- 
led him to make use of the time that was jet hia 
own ; assuring bim that his Heavenly Father was 
erer willing to receive, tiumigh the merita of lus 
OfD, even the gudtieat of sinnen, Hs recom- 
mended his sending for a cteigyman to assist him in 
hie doTOtiosB. and propiised not to leave Rich- 
mond till he gave him leave. We waited till die 
arrival of the clergyman, who appears a truly re- 
spectable and pioaa man ; imd them having in- 
troduced him to this unfortunate youth, we left 
the house, and retired to our beds, being ex- 
tremety exhausted from fotigue both of body and 
mind. 

"Nearly a week had elapsed, during which^ 
Colin's iltnesa and state of nervous irritability had 
chained us constantly to his bed-side, for he never 
enjoyed a moment's peace but when holding Arthur 
by the hand, and tistei)ing to his pious and instruc- 
tive conversation ; whilel,fearful,lconiess,fortho 
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health of my excellent young friend, trembled to 
leave him, though every day made it more Deceseary 
for me to consult with my counsel on the validity of 
the Colonel's will, and to take active steps for pre-*' 
venling trouble from the hueband of hia daugh- 
ter ; CoUn having warned me that anlest 1 was 
on my guard, this man would be very likely to 
contest the disposition of his father -in-lavr' a pro- 
perty. 

" One morning, on seeing Colin a little easier, 
I determined, to go to London on this business. 
Colonel Monteith having been buried two days 
before. After several hoi,ra' attention to the affair 
it was at length properly arranged, and I began to 
think of returning to Richmond ; when having, fbr 
the firat time, found a spare moment, I sat down tt> 
gtve you an account of all that had passed. Just 
as I' was beginning to write, my servant came np 
and sailljthat there were two persons from 3cot- 
Itjid below, who -vonld tak^ no denial, but insisted 
on being admitted to see me. The name of dear 
Scotland was enough to gain their pardon for so 
unscaHonable an intrusion ; I eagerly inquired who 
they werei 

» 'They will not tell their names, Mr. Thay 
say that their business is urgent, and that they 
must see you to-night. One of them looks 
like a-larmer, but the other is a genteel young 

'"'Send them up directly,' answered I, almost 
alarmed for the news I was going to receive. 
But guess my astoniabment and delight, on be- 
holding the good and worthy William MathiesoD 
enter the room, with a yonng man, whom T in- 

, l.oogic 
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Blantly knew to be his son AHen. After &e first 
moments of so happy a re-union were over, I ex- 
pressed my regret at Arthur's abaence. and ex- 
pUdned the reason of i^. 

" ' I am quite as well pteaeed,' answeqed Wil- 
liam, ' that Arthur is not here at present ; my bu- 
siness in London is of a nature that requires your 
private ear in the first place, before either he of 
Allen can be admitted mto my secret ; and as it 
is likewise one that requires instant attention, I 
wish Allen directly to go to bed. He is over- ' 
come with fatigue, and' will ba much better em- 
ployed in sleeping that off, than in sitting by him- 
self a couple of hours ; for so long, I believe, my 
business will fiilly occupy us.' 

'> 1 instantly rang, and inquired if my friends 
could be accommodated in the same lodgings 
with myself; and was fortunate enough to find 
that they could. As soon, therefore, as Allen's 
room was ready- and we had taken some BlK;ht 
refreshment, he left us; and William, drawing, 
his chair closer to mine, began in a low voice a 
relation which soon rendered me as eager to lis- 
ten, as he was to relate. I shall not attempt to 
give it in his own words, but shall merely iiifom^ 
foa of the great outlines, reserving all other par-"* 
ticulars till we meet. 

" He tells me that he was born upon the estate 
ofMonteith ; and that he was brought up by his 
father, as a farmer; and that he looked forward to 
succeeding to a pretty considerable &rm, which 
his ancestors had held under the successive Lairds 
of Monleith for many generations. He was an 
only SOD, and as soon as he had attained the age 
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of manhood, hia lather, (who very natmally wish- 
ed him to marry and settle near him,) in onfer to 
induiie him to comply with these wishes, built a 
pTeay'cotla|;« at the end of the village of Mon- 
teith, fldjoiniag to the farm ; and promised him, ' 
as a marriage portiop, fifty acres of land, with 
aVx'e'.a. huiidred more at his death. Williamr 
however, was several yeai-s before he could lix on 
a wife ; but at last lie became acquaioted with 
Jane Morrison, from her living as narsery-maicl 

' in the fkmily of Hector Monteilh ; a mutual at- 
tachment took place between ttiein, and as her 
parents were respectable t^naats on Sir Alexan- 
der ^'Donald's estate, and bore excellent charac- 

■ terB.old Mathieson gave his consent to thelrmar- 
ri^e, which was solemnized when the laird's el- 
dest child was about two years old. , ' 
" From that time, the young couple resided in 
their catlike in the village, and all seemed to go 
on well with them. They were respected hy 
thsir oeigbbours, and greatly favoured by Mrs, 
Monteith who had been much atta'clwd to Jane, 
when in her &mily ; and continued frequently to 
call on her, and to send the children tu visit her, 

Cthe unfortunate period of the rebellion. On 
s occasion, both William and his father' posi- 
tively refusing to follow the laird, Hector became 
. extremely irritated with them ; and for some 
months all intercourse ceased between the f&iui- 

" After the battle of Culloden. when Hector 
was discovered and arrested at the house of your 
nurse, (who, as you know, was the mother of 
Jane?) William and hia wife became exceedingly 
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amiouH fbr the sdet; of Mr. and Mn. Montehb, 
and the children ; and conceived, that as il was 
peifectly known throughout the country, that the 
Malhiesons were the only friends of Ihe reigning 
tDonarch, on the whole estate of UontoitJi. Ibey 
could assist their distressed laird and his familyi 
with less suspicion than any one else. • Reaving, ' 
at length, to make the attempt. William pretend- 
ed, to his father, that he was tired of a ^mer's 
life, and was deterrained to try what ha could do 
as a carrier between Sterling and Edinhurgh. 
The old man did not like thii at ail ; hjit he was 
ill, and not likelytto live long ; and William, there- 
fore, delayed pulling bis intentions into execuUtto 
for a few we«ks ; at the end of which, bis father 
died, and left him at liberty to follow his own in- 
clinations. He inatantly formed: his plan, and 
having prevailed with Jane's father {o coriie and 
reside on his farm, quitted Montejlh, leaving his 
■wife and children behind him till he had brought 
his schemes to maturity. 

" For Kveral weeks he continued to travel 
r^ularly between Edinburgh and. Stirling, as a 
■carrier, privately endeaiounng, by every means 
lie could devise, to gain access to the prisuoerB in 
Stirling. Castle, as well as to pick up information 
<0B all that concerned them. At last he learned 
from undoubted authority, that Hector was lo be, 
in a few days, removed to Carlisle, and that the 
unfortunate mother and her infants were te be 
committed to the care of Colonel Moifteith, 
whose character he had learnt, many years be< 
fore, from Jane's father, who had known him pet- 
fectly, and represented him in his true colours. 
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GnatI; alarmed, he resolTed to Twk every thing 
to save them i and, through a pretty handsome 
bribe to the under gaoler, who was a relation of 
Jane'e, he succeeded in gaining access to his 
iHVt(% only two nights before his r«hoviI actu- 
ally took place. In that interview they agreed 
OB a method of saving the children from the 
handa of the Colonel. The very next morning, 
before it was light, Monteith, wilh the assistance 
of a rope which William had conveyed to him 
under bin dothes, lowered the three poor infante 
from the piison window, and they were safely re- 
ceived beiow by the faithful coupk ; for Jane had 
joined her husband. Strong gratitude and affec- 
tion for her kind mistress, bar! even induced tier 
to quit a father- to whom she was powerfully at- 
tached, and whose influence over her mind had, ^ 
till then, been irresistible. 

" Having thus obtained possession of ihe child- 
ren, William conveyed them, as had been directed - 
by their father, to Edinburgh, to their mother's 
aunt, Mrs Rachel Campbell. >fho placed them 
under the care of Jane Mcilhieson, at an obscnre 
house in the CaDODgat% promising him ev«ry 
n^islance in her power for their support. Wil- 
liam, returning to his business of carrier, was 
able, by that msans- to obtain occasional infurma 
tion of their unhappy mother ; but lie found het 
so strictly watched, that, without endangering 
the discovery of the children, he never could 
venture to approach her. She at last died ; and 
iietoas bo sooner certain of this fact, than he 
hurried to Carlisle, in hopes of being able to get 
\^ admiseion to his master, and to receive from him 
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more raact directions coDcerniDg the dispoesl of 
the iof^Dts. He reached that tonn, hoircTer, 
only in time to see him brought out on the scaf- 
fold With some difficulty, he succeeded in at- 
tncliog poor Mooteilh's notice ; who wilb vs- 
tonifihing presence of mind contrived, in an nd* 
dress, (which, to all hut William, had the appear* 
SDce or being meant fur ttte vvhiile as<iembl},) to 
give him a solemn charge to educate and iH'ing 
up the children as his own. 

" The fala^ scene was no sooner over, than 
WiHi»m relumed (o his wife, tind informed her of 
the engagement he had taken upon him^^pif, with 
regard to the orphans He gxve her a I'ree op- 
tion, either to leave him nltogethei, and return to 
her father, or to take a solemn vow thai she 
trould never (till he gave her leave) utter, even ■ 
to him, the nam« uf Munteith ; and agree to 
retire with him into some obscure part of the 
cOuntr;, where th* children might pass for their 

"Jane, to her honour he it recorded, did not 
hesitate a moment in her choice between the 
two aheroatives. She instanlly took the vow 
prescribed hy her husband ; ni>r duringthe tDnnjr 
long years that have since passed, has she, either 
in prosperity or in adversity, ever shown the 
slightest symptom of regret at having sacrificed 
so much to secure the welfare of her poor mis- 
tress's orphans, 

" Mrs, Campbell died at the end of two years, 
and left Wilham three hundred pounds, being 
all that she durst venture to withdnw from her 
little property, without exciting sospicion in the 
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miodB of her heirs. On the event of her death, 
WillUm thought a country life wns much better 
suited holb to himself «DiJ his wife, than the bu-- 
smess be had engaged lo. He, therefore, s^t 
about Eeekiog 9m|«1o;meat na a labourer) upon 
some estate in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh ; 
and was fortunate ienuugh to be hired by our 
friend M'Farlane, who was then in want of a 
farm-servant at Glenlyn. He removed thither' 
early in the sprinf. and, hj hii good conduct and 
abihties, soon recommended himself so much to 
his employer, as to receive in reward for his in- 
dustry one of the new cottages at Carlin's Loup, 
where be bad lived about fi^e years before we 
■o fortunately discovered ibe dear children, that 
memnabJe evening, at Hiittbie's How. 

" His' treatment of the different ' members of 
hii family is now completely explained; and, 1 
think it more clearly shows hia strong good sense 
and rectitude, than any other part of bi9 eon- 
duct. It, hkeirise, dearly explains Anhnr's 
firm refusal to become our foot-boy, at « time 
when, to those not in the secret, his conduct ap- . 

Esared.no less extmordinary than Ibe sanction 
is fVitber gave to his refusal. William tvlls me, 
that young as Arthur was when he quilted his 
parents in Stirling Castle, he retained the recol- 
lection of them BO firmly in hi: mind, that on a 
conversation which ouroffer occasioned between 
them, he found it was in vain lo attempt to de- 
ceive him. Arthur declared, that he knew he 
was not his son ; but that his parents were gen- 
tlefolks, like Ihe laird and his lady. William, 
upon lefleclioD, deemed it best to own that tho 



boy was right. He, therefore, told him that mcli 
was the case ; but that his real father, Id coiU' 
.mitling his thre^ children to the charge of Uieir 
supposed pareot, had exacted a promise, that 
their origia should be conceated uatil the jroung- 
est had attaioed the age of manhood, not eyen 
be revealed hut uoder sfr<>i^ restrictioDs. This 
had the best possible effect on the mind of Ai- 
' thur, ivho, from that moment, religiouslj^bstaia- 
ed from even menlioniDgthe iBbject, 'It, how- 
ever, gave his mind, undonWedly, a ■slimnlDs'lo 
ioSprovement. aod determined him to.try all the 
means that education and study coutd furnish, to 
fit hinself foe the rank to which he was born. 
How be succeeded in acquiring not only general 
Jcnoi^edge, and the accomplishments of a scho- 
lar, but likewise very cotasidGrable skill in the 
French and Italian languagesi with a degree of 
polish and elegance of manners, beyond what 
Scotch lads in any ranit of life commonly attain, 
hat always appeared to me to be next to mJrE^cu- 
loDs. Williiim. however, tells me, that Arthur 
Ihwied to him, there was n secret in his educa- 
tion which he was not at liberty to disclose, hnt 
which he hoped to be able to explain at some 
futura time to hi« satisfaction. 

Whatever his secret i» Allen (who, I have no 
doubt, yon guess by this time is JVIonteilh's se- 
cond son) appears (o bave shared io its advan- 
tages ; at least as far as manner snd address go ;' 
for he is certainly as genteel and well bred a 
young man as I have seen for a long lime. Wil- 
liam says, there was no one circumstance that 
gave him more-pleasure than your offer to take 
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charge of wie of bis daaghleri ; Tor it nas the 
onlj thing he could pot raaoage to biS own sa- 
tbfaclioii, ut tbal of his irife, who fretted, even 
more than be did, at ibe idea of ber dear mistress' 
daughter, Jeaaic, being brought up in a cottage, 
ignoraot of the manoeia and accoraplishineiits 
that hud b^en so conspicuoas in ber mother. . 

" On hearing you read Colonel Monteith's ' 
conreasiOn. and learoiDC the near prospect of his 
death. William vrisely thought that no time ought 
to be lost in dntwing up a petition to government 
for the restitution of the children's rights; a 
great many letters and papers, tending to corro- 
borate tbe facts relative lo the meaos used to 
seduce both their father and Sir Alt;xander, ba4 
be«n placed in bis hands by Monleith, when he 
saw him in Stirling Castle, and these papers he 
has now brought totowo with him. I am busily 
engaged in. preparing a representation of tbe case 
lo government, in which I have been greatly as- 
sisted by some documents and papers delivered 
tome by Allen; though he reliiaes to esplaia 
how he c))me-by them.-till the result of tbe ap- 
plicaliuD is known. 1 know not nhat to suspect; 
but I believe you must he in that secret, as you 
bare already owned you are with regard to your 
father's seal. 

"William and T must remain in ■ London 
during this bnsiness; but we have despatched 
Allen to the assistance of his brother, who 
writes, that Colin continues much in the same 
state as when I left him. Do not, WiUiam begs 
of you, inform Jessie of her real birth, at present; 
as he thinks it better, till he can ret»rn home, to 
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conceal it botb from her and Jamie, who, no 

doubt, pooT fellow, will be greatly hart at being , 

in one moment deprived of three relatives to 

whom he bns always been so strongly attached. 

The restriction) bowerer, does not extend lo 

I. deserves every comfort and at* 

tower to pay her. Arthur and 

w nothing of what has been dis- 

can join them at Richmond, as it 

distract them from the attention 

)nght to pay to their suffering 

other respects, could answer no 

good purpose. You shaU hear from me again, 

as BOOD as I can give yon any good news ; but 

do not be impatient, for my time b so occupied 

that I have not a moment to myself." 

" How amazing !" exclaimed Lady Beaumont, 
laying her letter on the table, " that Jessie, the 
adopted niece of Beaumont and myselr, should 
torn out to be the daughter of my own dear 
Hary Campbell, the companion and playmate of 
my mfant years. Oh I how richly am I rewarded 
for having chosen this sweet girl, item all other 
diildren, and for having bestowed on her the ad- 
vantages which my own acqmremeeta and in- 
formatioB have enabled me to communicate ; ad- 
vantages that were gained years ago, in the so- 
tasty of her own mother !" 






CHAPTER V. 

Amothsb fortaight passed before Lndy B^an- 
moDt' heard again firom her hasband ; but the 
conteots of the letter which thea arrived, richlj 
repaid hor'for alt the anxiety she had endated. 
s:. nk.ri». -iifoimed her, that on laying bc- 
le memorial which he hnd drtwa 
d Trith the ddcaments fDTnifibttd 
Allen, and the nil! and confes- 
Monteitb, his hajestt was so 
e treachery employed agaiist 
Alexander, and so much «triicfc' 
:y aad aatonishing exertions of 
le preservation of the orphans, 
' directed bis minister to recom- 
leot a reversal of the attainder 
families of Monteitb and M'Bo- 
) was no doubt bnt that, as loon 
busiaesB could be gone through, 
jrtunes of both would be o<icb 
to them. Colin had been pri- 
vately informed of Arthar's relationship, and 
of the safety of those poor little orphans, whose 
fate, from the moment he had understood the 
arts that had been employed to ruia thein, 
through the means of bis unprincipled father, 
he had been so anxious to ascertain. WilliaQa, 
at his particular desire, had revealed to Arthur 
and Allen the eventful history of their own 
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birth, md the nelancholy events that had led to 
the deBtrnctioD of their parents. The astoniah- 
ment of Allen was beyond description; and, for 
some time, he wonld scarcely heliere that the 
account could be real. But the teBtimotij of his 
hrotber, nho assured hina that he perfectly re- 
ctdlected his ona fother, aod, Kkewise. the last 
injoBCtiona he gave him, to consider William as 
bis parent till he himself coald again see bim, at 
last convinced him of the truth. 

Colin seemed inst to have lived long enoagh 
to be assured of.bis cousin's safetf. He gradii- 
ally Bnnk, from the day that the mformation of 
the King's intention in hroat of tbe orphans 
reached Richmond; and) two days befiH'e Sir 
' Charlea wrote, be breathed his last in Arthur's 
arms, with every appearance c^ having repented 
sincerely^ of his errors. Almost his last words 
mere — " Oh ! that I too had been bronght up in 
a cottagei and had received the invaluable in- 
structions of aChristian father, so far superior, at 
this awful hour, to all the fortune and honours oa . 
which my mi^^ided parent placed such value ! 
Then I might have met death with composurs 
and resignation. Then I might have been spared 
the agony of a broken spirit ; looking fearfully 
forward to a world which endetli not, and in 
tvhich there is no respect of persons." 

"AUen has promised me," continued Sir 
Charles, '■ a solution of his mystery, when I ar- 
rive atGlenlyn. 1 hope, (bat that ivill now be 
soon ; and, my dear Hary may rest assured, 
that the moment the business of our orphans is 
finislied, I shall not lose a moment in quitting 



too ABTBCR BfOHTZtTH. 

London, on my way to tbe liotne tbat now appears 
to me more precious than ever, and from whicbi 
I promise yoa, no motives of amtntion sbalt ever 
have power to tempt me." 

Aboot'K otonth from the receipt of this letleiv 
Sir Charles Beaumont and William drove up to 
tbe door of Glenlyo House: where they were met 
by tbe whole of their friends, who had been Bent 
ibr 1^ Lady Beaamoat, in the morning, to enjoy 
the happy meelii^. 

"My boya!" exdakned' Jane,, "Where are 
they ? Have they realty refosed to gratify m* 
with once more pressing them to my armB, and 
bearing thera call me by the name of mother V 

" Ttunk not so meanly, my dear Jane, of our 
precious sons. A busiaeSG of great ccntseqoeoce, 
they assure me, must prevent them from joining 
lu for a couple of hours ; then you will find them 
all that tbe fondest and most attached mother can 
wisb. They lefl us at Edinburgh ! but I have no 
doubt Ihev will arrive bef<H« the boar of fianer ; 
' and, till then, we nrnift try to be as happy eib we , 
can with the children thttt are here, and who are 
as dear to me as even Arthur and Allen, with all 
their new dignities." 

" Ah ! there ia the misfortune," returned Jane, 
despondingly. " Allen may atiU love us ; for he 
is so mild and humble, that 1 fear little for him ; 
but Arthur, even in infancy, had always such a 
high and lofity way with him, that I cannot think 
he ever again will took upon poor Jane Matlueson 
as a parent." 

'' Mother ! mother !" cried Jessie, " what has 
come to you 1 A little while ago, you took it 
t.ougic 
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into yoar head, that I diould treat you ungr^fe- 
fiiUy, for DO reason that 1 could ever discover. 
Now you have transferred the foolish notion to 
poor Arthur, whose whole study, all bis -life, has 
been to make you and ray father cOfB&rtable. 
NeTer has a single packet cook from India, 
without his endosing for you some mark of his 
. datiiM affection, both in words and deeds ; and 
why you shwild sappose Ibat be has learned to 
be wicked, ajid to doafiAse his parents, I cannot ' 
poEHihly cwiceWa. 1*11 insure both his love Knd 
datj t« you ; and, w^t is more, ^ou will be 
heartily ashamed of ever having suspected either, 
before he hu been half an hour in the house." 

" God grant, my dear Jessie, that you may be a 
tnie^ropbet! but even yet I have my doubts." 
Wilham smiled. " Well, well, Jane, be as unbe- 
lieviiw as you please. Time will show you who 
ia right. For mj part, (bough I have as much 
reason to fear as you have, I am nol goi)^ to put 
such fitnoies into their heads ; and, what is more, 
as long as I am aUve, I shall think myself as well 
entitled to find &ult with the laird, if 1 see him 
gmng wrong, as I ever did with the bare-fooled 
boy in Ae cottage at Carlin's Loup." 

« And a reproof of your's, William," said Sir 
Clwriea, " will be as well received by the laird, 
or I am much mistaken, as ever it was by the 
bare-footed boy. Arthur is not a pin altered in 
character, ance the first moment I saw him on 
the branch of that fesrfol tree that hangs over the ' 
water-fiiU. Even then, of his ovm accord, he 
gave me a promise never to go on so dangerous a 
tree again, the moment he saw me alsnoed for 
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bis Bkktj. And can you, Jane, snppose, tbtt the. 
boy who wai so fearful of giving pain to a atran- 
ger, would no<*s as a man, w^ulljr agonize the 
DOMm of one who has acted as yon have towards 
bun, from inftncy ?" 

AfWtber carriage was, at that mootent, beard 
dnving ttnvarda the bouse. "Here they aret" 
cried Jesae and Ladj Baaam&nt,' both at once; 
"Tfaey must answer for themselves." Bothranlo- 
wards the boiree-door, where Ihey saw the stran- 
gers, supporting between them a reverend M gen- 
ueman, who appeared eo agitated as scarcdy to be 
abte to ascend the steps with tbeir aaslstance, and 
who, our readers will be already pr^Mred lo hear, 
was no other than M Robbbt I 

i^iy Beaniaont, who waa a little way behind 
Jesaie, uUered a violent scream, and sprung past 
her, just in time to receive ii> her arms h^ biiiat, 
who, in his haste (o reach her, would have Men, 
bad die not cmgbt him. Her voice had been 
heard by her husband, who hurried tbrward to tee 
what was the matter. The sight that met his eye 
rendered him speechless from surprise. At length 
he exclaimed, " Can it be possible that I see my 
uncle, Sir Alexandkb M'Donald, alive, and in 
my house !" 

" Ves, Charles, you do, indeed, 3«e your uncle, 
who feels ashamed to come into your presence, 
aftei having ever believed that you were capable 
of being a viUab. ' To these dear young men, I, 
in a great nnasure. Owe my preservation through 
so many years of solitude. They supplied my 
wants, alTfwded me employment m tluir boyhood ; 
gavemesocie^ sitdconverBttioo ss tbey advanced 
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\a years ; and, at last they have been, through the 
bteaaing of {Evidence, the iDEHminents of re- 
storing me to my honour and forttine ; as well as 
to the prospect of endhig my days in the boMxn 
of my &mily." 

The luBtory of Arthur's first discovery rf'Sir 
Alexander, every thing that followed widi regard 
to his educBtiofi, and Mewise the great improve- 
ment that Alten had reaped fiom Eie subsequent 
intercourse with hia old friend, vrere all tmv rela- 
ted. This recital exceedingly increased the high 
opinion which Sir Charles already entertained <^ 
both bis young friends ; and, at the same time, 
greatly astonished WUliam, when he Ibnnd that 
the^ had, for so many years, been able to preserve 
the secret entmsted to them inviolate. 

Jane's fears were bushed to sleep for ever. 
9lle found Arthur was, if pofinble, more aSbc- 
tionate, and studious of fulfilling her wishes, than 
even when he was the little bare-legged boy in the 
cottage at Cariin's Loup. Jessie, dear Jesse, 
was likewise the same attentive and attached 
daughter she ever had been ; and she even shed 
tears, when informed that she had no natural 
claims upon her us a mother. Sir Charies and 
Lady Beaumont were now the happiest of human 
beings — snrromided by a family who, even by 
blood, were their nearest connexions ; who, 
through their means, had been enabled to recover 
their rank and properly ; and who, by their bene- 
Totence and kindness, had been rendered fit to as- 
sociate with their equals. '■ Ah ! how little" ex- 
claimed Sir Charles, as they sat round the table 
after dinner, "did we im(^pne, when we first 



104 ABTHUB ItOKTEITU. 

talked of [dacing Wilipain at Lochmore, Ifa&t we 
were tWi enaUlng him to r^ar the children of 
Monteith, and our cousin Mary ; and that, by (hor 
means, we were raising up tbe presertfers and 
comforters of our beloved father '. Without euch 
supftort, he never could have survived tliis Eaasy 
years of misery ; and, without our having made 
Wjllitm compavMively easy jn his circumatancM, 
a thousand chances to one, if even Arthur, with 
all bis induBlry end perseverance, could have at- 
tiuned the first object of his ambition, a comioia- 
aon in the King's service.*' 

<* True," answered liady Beaumont, " but you 
must not forget that our interest in William was 
excited by the artless and upright conduct of his 
children, in onr interview with them at HBbbio''a 
How. The pains and care which be besMied 
upon them, even whilst he was reduced to labour 
in the meidiest employment, afford a strikii^ les- 
son to the peasantry of every country, how much 
th^ may have it in their power to conlrftute, 
both to the happiness and prosperity of their- fiimi- 
liee, by making the scriptures the constant rule of 
their actions, and bringing up their children in the 
fear of the Lord." , 

Sir Alexander and Sir Charles thought it advi- 
sable for Arthur to lose nO time in establishing 
himself at Monteith ; and after soma little con- 
sideration, it was determined that they should set 
out themselves a few days before any other of the 
party, in order to have every thing settled, before 
the yonng heir was introduced to his dependants. 
La^ Beaumont greatly objected to her lather's 
attempting to take such a journey ; but the old 
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man seemed to have recovered his yonth, and de- 
clared tint he would walk twrefbofed, rather than 
not be present when the son of Hector Monteitli 
was reinstited in hta birthright. 

" But conaider your great age, dear sir," Btitt 
pleaded his daughter. " If the journey dbould be 
too much lor you., we shall none of ua forgive our- 
selrSs for having yielded to your wishes." 

*' P(A ! poh ! girl," anawered he, as he step- 
ped into the carriage, " I am the youngest of you 
all, at Ihla time, and ean feel uo fiitigue when en- 
gaged in such a cause." 

Ten days from the time of their departure, Ar- 
thur, 'William, and Jessie, in one carriage, and 
Lady Beaumont, Jane, and Allen, in anoth^, 
quitted Olenlyn, on their way to Monteith. Jamie 
Iwd Bceompanied Sir Charles and Sir Alexander, 
OB they Oiought he would be of great service to 
diem, by his activity and skill in settling the 
necessary business relative to the tenants on the 
estate, and in saving them from much fiitigue, 
which otherwise they wmild have been obliged to 
undergo. 

The day shone bright, and all nature seemed 
to rejoice in the welcome return of the rightfult, 
tmr of Monteith, to the mansion of his ancestorMT^ 
As they passed throagh Stirling, William carried 
his young friends to the very spot where be first 
received them out of the basket, when lowered 
bythe trembling handsof their affectionate bther. 
"From' that window, my children, did you de- 
scend ; a spot which I now shudder to look on, 
as the slightest turn or struggle on your parts, 
must have placed you in great jeopardy, and 
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migiit have occarioned your destruction. On that 
morning, my dear Arthur, you first displayed the 
obedience and resolution which have since be- 
come such prominent features in your dbaracter ; 
- ^r, if you had not, from a wish to save your pomr 
mother's tears, obeyed your father's inetiuctiona, 
and resolutely suppnessed the scfeanu which the 
tenor of such a descent might natural); have in- 
clined a child of your age tu utter, yoar own ruin, 
and that of your brother and sister must faave 
been the consequence. Let it act, my son, as a 
lesson to you, if it should ever please God to 
make you a father, to be corefiil in rearing your 
infants, even from the earliest age, in haoits of 
strict obedience to your own commande, and in 
uniform respect and love to their mother. Fov 
ever had so much .reason as you have, to bless 
God that their parents had fiiUowed Ihwe rules. 
I sincerely trust that, np child of youts will evec 
be placed in similar danger ; yet, rest tmateS, 
that in all situations during life, suck lessees will, 
be productive, both to the parent and the child, 
of most eaaeotia] advantages ; and if such a foun- 
dation is once laid, easy wiH be the acquiation of 
all other good principles and virtues." 

Our young fnends were much aSected at seoing 
the prison of their parents ; and Lady Beauramit, 
fearful of spreading a gloom oier a day dedicated 
to happiness and r^oicing, eagerly pressed Wil- 
liam to i^uit Stirling, and proceed towards Mod> 
leith, which lay about seven miles to the north of 
(hat ancient city. 

The mansion-house of Monteith was originally 
a handsome, dd-foshioned edifice, of cnnwierable 
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6ize. It was built, like m&i^ geDtiemen's houses 
in Scotiandt in the form of a castle ; being sur- 
rounded with tunelei and having a sort of embattle- 
mentround the roof. The woods which grew thick- 
ly on all eides,'preyented it from being seen from 
the road ftt any great distance ; but as our frieoda 
diove though the httle straggling village which 
bore the name* of the estate, they caa^t a sight Gt 
cme eingte turret, which rose above the resti and 
fbnied a striking feature of the landscape. 

'■ Ah 1" exclaimed Jarte, eagerly letting down 
Hm glass, " there is my lady's turret, where you, 
my dear Allen, were bom, and where I hare 
passed so many happy days." 

AHwi was prevented from replying, by a Dum- 
bflr of the tenants who approached to meet tha 
carnages, and who, in proof of the delight they 
felt on aedng tiie cMldren of their old master re- 
turned among them', insisted on being allowed to 
draw them up to the bouse of Montdth. Arthur 
%nd Allen remonstrated againat this as much as 
tbeycoold; butthefweieobliged to submit, or tliey 
would hare hurt the feelings of tliose who meant 
to do them honour. William sat back in the car- 
riage, that In might not be recognized ; but Jane 
leaned eagerly tbrward~to watch the various coun- 
tenances uiat surrounded her, in hopes of seeing 
her ftlber or briber amongst Qietn. At kst, 
her brother's &ce met her eye. Unable to con- 
taia herself any kniger, she called out, " Jamie 
^ Morrison 1 Jamie Morrison ! do 1 live to see you 
* agun at Monteith ?" 

Her brother, wh* was one of the moat eager 
in drawing the carrii^oi at themund of its own 
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naine> looked hastily up, and iostantly recognized 
hb sister, to wfa<Hn he had been pUticulariy at- 
tached, and whom he had for maiiy years firmly 
IbeUeved to be dead. 

" Jane ! my eister Jane 1" cried he, letting go 
his hold. " Oh ! it is she who has saved the or- 
phans !" The poor fallow would have fellen to 
the ground if one of his neighbours had not sup- 
ported him : mad it was with the utmost difficulty 
that Allen could prevent Jane from getting out of 
the carriage to iua assistance. -' Bring Sim up, 
my friend, to Monteith-House," sa^ Allen. 
" There we shall rejoice to see any relation of my 
dear mother, andmj equally dear &ther." 

" He called me mother. Lady Beaumont," said 
Jane, bursting into tears of delight j " did you hear, 
that, even hefore the whole of Uie tenants of Moa- 
teith 1 Ah ! I am the proudest and the happiest of 
women thin day." 

" My dearest mother," said Allen, putting his 
arms round her, and straining her to his breast, 
" Do you suppose that any of us will ever give 
you any otiier name, let who will be pres^it ? 
Nay, even were the king upon bis throne beside 
us, you and my &ther must ever hold the place 
you have so long and so faithfully filled, both in 
our love and respect," 

It is quite irapomihle to describe (he meeting 
- between Jane a&d ber fiither. ' The old man had 
been singled aut by Sir Charles, who had kept 
him in the house with himself, when the other villa- 
gers went out to meet the carriages. On beiim ' ; 
inibrmed of the (urt William and Jane had acteo, 
his astonishment ivas beymtd bounds : and whilst 
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he expressed bia deKght and happiness, he decla* 
red that had he ever suspected what were the 
motives for their quitting the country, bo far from 
blaming them, as he had done, he would have 
sold every thing he poasesaed to have assisted them i 
in rearing the orphans. 

Little more remains to he related. Arthur, be- 
loved and respected by every one, fixed his resi- 
dence at MonteitJi ; where, in the coui«e of a few 
months, he mairied an amiable youji^; woman in 
the neighbourhood. 

Allen, from choice, entered into the church ; 
and very soon aflerwards, upon the death of the 
clergyman of the parbh in which the estate of 
Monteith lay, he was presented to the living by 
his brother, in whose gin it was. In this situation 
he became a blessing to his parishioners, and an 
ornament to the sacred profession to which he be- 
longed. 

Jessie continued to reside ,witli Sir Charles and 
Lady Beaumont at Glenlyn. paying regularly a 
'visit to her brothers every year ; geneniUy spend- 
ing several months with them, and always quitting 
tbem with regret. She became at the age of 
twenty-one, atticheJ to a nephew of Sir Charles', 
and shortly afterwards married him, to the satis- 
faction of all connected with her ; and as he was 
the presumptive heir to the title and estate of bis 
uncle, it was to Sir Charles and Lady Beaumont, 
an union above all others desirable. 

William and Jane were glad wben their son 
James informed them of his intention of bringing 
home a wife to Lochraore ; A>r they had long de- 
termined to give up that iaim to faim as soon as 
10 i,o„.,lc 
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they could see him comfortably settled in maN 
riage. His choice fell upon Mr. Brown's daugh- 
ter ; and in little more than a year after that 
marriage, Allen was united to bei fflster ; so that 
Ite and James became in reality, what they bad 
long been in affection — brothers. 

WiUiam, on giving up his farm, returned with 
his wife to their much-loved cottage at Monteitli ; 
all Arthur's entreaties not being able to prevail 
on them, either to re»de with him, or to allow 
him to build a better house on his own littlo 
ferm. 

« No, my son," answered William, " I never 
will consent to be any thing beyond a respectable 
farmer. In thai rank I was bom ; and in that 
rank, if it please God, I will die. I am willing 
to continue to be considered by you as your fa- 
ther, BO far OS confidence and afiection go ; for I 
think I, deserve to be bo treated and respected by 
you ; but I will never allow either your kindness 
or my own vanity, to make me forget what I awe 
to my own character. It was a rule taught me 
by my good and worthy father, never to aspire to 
a situation, which neither my birth, habits, nor 
education, rendered me fit (o occupy. I have 
followed the same rule with regard to my son 
James ; though by the pains which you bestowed 
on him in bis youth, be is more polished tlian his 
latber ever was. He has contrived) indeed, to 
marry above the rank to which his l^rtb entitled 
him ; yet as his wife has been brought up with 
economy, and is a sensible ^I, the dau^ter of 
an h<mest man, who loved bim like a son. I did 
not oppose his choice." 



ABTHVR UOMTEITH. Ill 

Jane was one of the happiest of humaa beings. 
She was tenderly beloved by her husband ; and 
all her children paid her the most Mremitting at- 
tention, never suffering her to grow weary by se- 
• paration from them, bnt always contriving, that 
anring the hours of William's absence, some one of 
them should visit her. Her daughters-in-law, as 
she called themi both entered with the liveliest in- 
tercst into the feeliags and wishes of the^r husbaads, 
respecting and treating her exactly aa if she h^d 
been their own mother. 

Thus have I brought to a conclusion the histo- 
ry of Abthvh Moktetth. If I have related it 
properly, it must have carried its own moral along 
with it ; but my young readers will, perhaps, ex- 
pect that I should direct their attention to the 
•pHncipal lessons that I wbhed to' inculcate, not 
only in this volume, but in the book of which it is 
H continuation. Well, then, we will begin with 
Uie lirst foundation of all those good and bononi^ 
able feelings which distinguished our hero through- 
out the course of bis life. " Honour thy father 
and thy mother," was the law early and deeply 
imprinted on bis young heart. Retpect for bis 
parents, and consequent obedience to their com- 
mands, enabled bim, though little more than an 
in&nt, to suppress hia cries when placed in a 
situation where, without such habits, he would 
naturally have given way to the fbrcri of terror, 
the consequence of which must have been the 
ruin of tumself, as well as of his brother and sis- 
ter. The sfine habits led him to submit to the 
directions of William Matriesok, even when 
too young to judge of (be motives which iiifluen- 
, l.oosic 
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ced the latter to exact silence on a subject at> 
highly interesting to him as his hirth. Agaiiir 
subsequently, when from his age and acquire- 
ments he might natarally have hoped to be trusted 
with the secret, we have seen him evince the same 
respect and obedience to his kind protector, with- 
out aUowing himself to doubt the propriety of 
William's decision. Another result of his early 
submisaion to the authority of his parents was that 
strength of Titind, which ia acquired by imposing a 
restraint on the will. This it was which enablQri 
him to preserve, for such a length of time, the 
secret of Sia Au)xand£b M' Donald ; aiid b^Bo 
doing, to secure the life and safety of his father's 
friend, and benefactor's uncle The religious and 
moral l^one which were iirst impressed on his 
mind, under the parental roof, and afterwards nur- 
tured and brought to maturi^ by the care of Wil- 
,liam, euabled the virtuous youth to withstand the 
temptations, and overcome the trials, which he 
met with is the world ; to become a blessing to 
his friends, and a comfort even to the dyi^ sin- 
ner. They gave him strength to persevere in 
those honourable exertions which raised him to 
an elevuted rank in society ; and they taught him 
to look forward with humble confidence in (he 
merits of his R^eemer, to still brighter rei|ard» 
in a less perishable and more glonous state tST ex- 
istence. 

In comparing AnniE's death with that of Colo- 
nel MoNTHiTH, my young friends will learn the 
inestimable value of a well-spent life. It is this 
that smooths the pillow of the dying Christian ; 
and though it cannot remove all the Dittetnese of 
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tbat awfiil hour, yet it euatains the fainting soul 
with B lively hc^ of inheriting the jnaaaions 
above. 

Nor ia the reugnation of Wiluax, when bereft 
of his dear and amiable daughter, a circumstance 
fron) which lesa instruction is to be drawn ; for it 
proves that the same faith which is the Christian's 
support on the brink of the grave, ia likewise his 
shield and refuge amid all the losses and afflictions 
ofhfe. 

If, by the perusal of these pages, consolation - 
Ite afibrded to any reader whom death has depri- 
ved of a &iend ; if any child be taught to imitate 
the active virtues of Abthdb, and so to live, as 
at last to die Uke Annib ; if any parent be in- 
duced to imprint more deeply on the nnnds of his 
' oflbpring the precepts of religion and virtue, the 
author will not have laboured in vain, nor will she 
have cause to regret the time which has been oc- 
cupied in penning this simple story. 
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WnxT^M Frakkr, lh« h«ro oT thii liftli Ul«, wu 
frarn in Tobago, an iaUnd in the Wnt ladiet. Hia h- 
tiMT*! ragimsnt wu >mt on[ tbither, tct? kkh) ifler he 
nuricd, and Mrs. Frazar willingl; agreed to accompany 
her fanaband to that partofths world, rathar than cndnr* 
a aeparation from him. 

Little William wai boni a few months after their ar- 
riralin the island, and WBi for lome yean their only child. 
He wai ralher delimte till he attaioed tb* age of two 
yeanj'but after that period he grew morerobnst, and 
at foar jaan, was considered as a stout, healthy little 
feUow by all who saw him ; indeed, much itroDiier than 
children in general are in that climate ; for the heat is s« 
gnat tha.t very few, bom of English parents, can be 
reared beyond the age of four or Gve years, and they ore , 
therefore ulDsUy sent hane to lire with any relations 
their parents may hire residing in England, or else to be 
placed at schools, ander the care of proper teachers- 
William, however, was so healthy, that his parents 
thought they might venture to keep him with them a year 
or two longer, as they loved him so dearly tbegr coul^ not 
think <rf'separatuig from him. Bat though both Captain 
and Mrs. Fnuei loved him so muob, they look great eare 
not to hurt him by improper indulgence, and neglected no 
opportunity of instiactiag him in hi: doty, so ftr as lay 
in their power. Mrs. Freier was in very delicate health, 
■e that the was not able to attend so much to him as she . 
could have wished ; bat this was in a great meaanrc 
tnade ap to him by the unremitting cara of his blher, who 
aodertook to teach him to read hmiseU; and whe, aa he 
advanced in strength and years, made him almoat his coa- 
stan't com^Dion. 
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When Willi am, WBt aboul fire yttn old tat maanna 

bad a htlle girl, who vae nam -d Jane. Nothing could . 

exceed bji delight at thii evenl ; nnil rrum (he day of bar 

bjrtb, he conridered hiiDiielf ' as hej protector mnd giial^ 

•I (■« thaufbt it might help to increase the affection ha 
Wisbad him to feel Tor his iitlte sister. 

Far lome moiitba aft- r th« birth of little Jane DOtbins 
paHicQlar occurred. She wai a fine, healthy child, and 
Ihnive ID erery way but one, aa well at could be witbed. 
Her lather, when she was belweeu four and £re montb* - 
otd.ooald not help remarliiiig that «ha look very littta 
notice, for a child of her age. .4t first be thought little 
of it, but as the grew older, he became aeriouily alarm- 
ed, though, from lendernegi to his wife, he did not men- 
tion hi> suspioiouB till be could be sure they were jait. 
OAen did lie steal into the nanery, and try. by holding; 
ap his natch and other glittering articies likely tc at- 
tract the attention of ■ baby, to be relieved from hu 

I fean. Alas ! the poor little girl never gave the sligfatest 
attention. to Buy thing held before her, though, at the 
lound of her brolher'i voice', or even the touch of his lit- 
Ub hand, >bs woaid laugh and bound with every mark 
of pleasnre and dehghl, Thii helped, in b great inea- 
Mire, to deceive her mother ; but Captain Prazer havinv 
onoe taken up a suspicion of her want of sight, waUihed 
her to oloaely, that, by tbe titne she was a (welvemoodi 
old, he was perfectly convinced that she was stone blind. 
No one merely seeing her would aver have suspected 
that such n misfortune belonged' to her. as her eyes had 
no visible defect in them, heiog large and even handsome. 
Poor Captnin Frazer lindin|; his fears thus cruelly eon- 
firmeU, felt it to bs his painful duty to inform her mother ' 
of the misfortune of (heir child. Cautiously as be ven- 
tnred' to reveal i( (o her, the knowledge of it was too 
muofa for her delicate fivme to endure ; a long and dan- 

.' garoui illness was (be consequence ; and though in 10016 
degree recovered from it, it soon became too evident 
that her ooBsti(utian had received a shock from which it 
wa« very doubtful if she would ever completely recover. 
The ibrgeon who attended her advised her hoiband to 
lose no tine inramoTiDgberfrom the onbealtby sliiaits 
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of th« Wett tndiea; ■*, io hit opinion, the oalf cIwBce 
■he bad of reguuing bsr health wu fay retuTiiing to her 
mtiT* country. 

Thii vu ■ Mvere Uoir to h«r afleetiontte haibuii]. 
JIiB rtximent hxl itiU lome yean to remain abraail.; and' 
Iron the many deatbi whioh had t^eo place among tlie 
officer! belonging to it, Captain Frazer (wbo bad now- 
attained the rank ol M^or) conld not poitibly be (pared 
from it ; it leaat till another gentleman oame out from 
Eo^and to luppl; ,hi> place. Ai it was judged oecewa- 
rytbr hii-wifeto be removed immediately, hewai,there- 
./ora, under the absolute neceiiity of allowing her to take 
'the voyage without him. It wm many weeks hefore ha 
wai able to prevail with her to adopt thi« plan ; at latt, 
on the surgeon'! inggaiting, ai an induoement for her to 

£Mto themtasure, that it vrai posaible. by having the 
ioeof aikilful ocalist. soDiiething might be done for 
fhe sicbt of her beloved little girl, she agreed to quit her 
bnabaiid, and retam to her mother, who reiided In the 
neighbonrhooditf Glaigow, in Scotland, under whose care 
she oonid, if she recovered her health, leave her children, 
and again join her husband, if hii stay was protracted 
beyond the period he expected to be able to follow her. 
As aooa as Mn. Fraier had given her reluctant conieut 
to quit TolMgQ, the Major lost no time in procuring every 
accommodation in bis power for her safe conveyance to 
Scottand. A marchsnt-ship, of considerable size, was theo 
lying in the harboar, and in it he look her paslnge, *e- 
caring for her the whole of the cabia. A mulatto aar- 
Tant, who had lived in the family for some years, agreed 
to acoompany her mistresi ; and at this girt was a great 
favourite of Mrs. Fraaer's. Ihe Mqjor thought be coaRI not 
. poniblj entrust t>ii children to a more careful, atteutive 
domcFtio. It woald greatly have added to his comfort, to 
have tMen able to place hie family under the protection of 
an; reapectable passenger who might have been going 
borne at the sane time ; bat unfortunatelf , not a singla 

Cnon meant to leave the island that reason, excepting 
I wife and children ; he was, therefore, nnder the ne- 
ceanty of entrusting them to the care of the captain, wha 
appeared a very respectable man, and was highly recom' 
mended by the mercantile gentlemen in whose employ- 
ment he was. t.oot;! ■ 
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Attheti 

dentljBD mucb wone, llMt herhuibatid bmn tohniUIa 
tDf the proprietj of allowing; her to^lesTl him ; the ur- 
gaoD, however, wuBo DT^cnl, and preiaed on him M ttnnig- 
If the bensfiC ihe wu likelj to receiTe from tha vojage 
■rd'chtnge af climiite, that tlmoat contrary to hii owu 
opinioD, be yielded to hii pe/iaaiioDs, and jnlbrtiiaMlely 
ke^t to hii fint reiolntlon. 
Little William, who wa> now between tiz and leren j*»n 
old, wae deeply affected when he wu t<M that ha wai to 
be Hparated from hia &ther. He was i very leniibla 
child of hi> age, thoagh he had never Aown any ttrj 
great talents beyond what tk boy educated with care, a> 
Sahad been, might be >uppo>ed to ponni. He could 
read and write pretty wcl), and had leBmedalilUe aritb- 
netic and geogivphy ; but hit lalher had alwayi coniider- 
ed hia as having slow abilitiea, and impated hii aeqnire- 
menis more to (he goodnen of his diapoiition, and itrtnf 
dntre to please hit parBnts, than tosny qnickneu of parts 
he naturally pwieaed. 

The day before Mrs. Fraier was to sail, tha Mqor 
held • little convertation with William, in hi) own room. < 
After telling him that he expected, when he went to 
ichool in Scotland, that he would continue to be ai at- 
tentive and indastrions under bil tneiter'i care, as he 
ever himself found him, he continued, ** And above all 
things, my dear boy, recollect, that during the voyage, 
e your dear mother is little trouble or anxiety as 
She hat, you know, been very ill, and even 
now 13 not able to endure much of either. From yun 
alone, my lovo, can she receive kindness and altention, 
■s poor liltle Jane is too young to be cf any use to her. 
Thou^ you -are only a very little boy, yet yoo may, by 
being WBlch(bl and uttentive, greatly add to her copifort, 
either in assisting her, or in amniing your poor sister, 
who is fond of yoo," 



looked steadily in his face, till he bad Sniihed, and then 
answered flrmly, " [ promise you, papa, that I will re- 
member what yon have now raid to me, and do all I can 



lugiva; 
nsfble. 
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to comfort ^'^• pr"v » »h«ii *be ia ao far from you. Tou 
tnay be quite Mir« tbaC 1 wi^ never five her an; trouble 
lean ittif, and that I will do all lean lo unuee Jaoc, 
and take care of hcrduripg tbe voyage} 1 likevriae^ro- 
t^e to attend cioaely lo my leaiona ; but, my dear papa, 
I wiih you nrould prooiiBe me gomethijig, likewiae. 

" What is tbat, my dear boy ? I am sure, if your^le- 
naiid ii not unreesonable, I wilt promiae you any tking 
ia my power, that ia not hkely to be hurtful to yon." 

" O, I am quite certain, papa, it can never faurt me," 
BOiwered William i and, if you will only agree to it, I 
tbink I ihall feel more recoociled to the tboaghti of part- 
iog from you than [ ever thought I could h^e been." 

"Well, my boy, let me h*ar what ji your request, and. 
if I can grant it with propriety, I will certainly give joa 
the promiae you desire." 

" Then, papa, it ia, that when you return to Sootland, 
you will B£ain teach me youraell^ instead of leodii^ me 
to achool. 

*' [ am afraid, William, I cannot exactly promise to do 
that ; but at leaat I will have yoa as much with me ai I 
can. I BQi, my dear boj, not likely to be able to remain 
long in oue place, and, from the neoesHiry dntiea of my 
' proiesaion, cannot devote ao much time to your improve- 
ment B3 you will require. We abatl settle thia maltet 
better, my lore, when' I join you ; I have no doubt yoa 
will be quite aatiaSed to agree to whatever is best for us 
both; be Bssured, your advantage and bappiiieai ihall 
always be my first object, whichever plan I adopt." 

William kissed his father, and tried to restrain the 
tears that were again farcing their way down his cheeks; 
the Major, who thought it beat to endeavour lo turn hia 
mind from the subject, propoied taking him ou tMardthe 
ship, to ioirodnoe him to the captain, vrhom he had not 

William was amused with all he aaw; the aailorsmade 
much of him, and assured him they would do all they 
could to render him happy dating the voyage. By ths 
time the M^or bad finished his busineu, and taken Ukt; 
William had 4uite recovered, his apirita, and lang^d 
and talked to bia father of all the wonderful things ha 
bad aeao on board, w merrily as possible, &e whole way 
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Earl; in tbe tnonilng:, Mn. Tnam enbarked in the 

FttTDurit'e, captain Walker, with her «feildran and aet- 

Tant-maul. Tbe Miyor mw ber on baftrd, and remained 

^tb bii family n» long at be iwdentlT could. At laat 

' he wai (breed lo leave tbem, and retarn lu hii now toli- 
Ur7 borne. Wb^lt her boiband remaiaed with her, 
Kin. Frazer bed endeaToored lo k«ep up ber ipiriti; 
b«t tbe momeiil >he saw him'quit the ahip. ebe lost all 
proMHoe of muid, and gave way to the moat riolsnt 
grief, lo Tain pour little William tried, bj ha nlfcclion- 
«te carenet, to draw ber alteiilion eilber to himtelf, ol 
his aister ; his mother onlj nepl the mure when she 
heard hii Toioe. I 'a; after dej paiteil, aod itill ber 
teara flowed coiitiiiuallj ; she wai rotiaed, in >iuita de- 
gree, from thia crioiinal indulgence of aorrow, by a moal 
violent atorm, that continued for Dearly three days, da- 
ring which tine, the ahip waa in tbe most imminent dan- 
ger. It did, however, ouUire the alortn; but waa so 
wucb injured as to make,it absolutely Deceaaary lor the 
captain to endeavour to gain tbe neareat port, to get it , 
rafittol. 

Wbilat tbe danger laited, Mn. Frazer exeKed hendf 
beyond whatcould baye bfeen expected ; buttbemoment 
it waa over, all the Vorit aymptoma of her diiente re- 
turned with redonbled violence ; and. by the time tbe 
^p reached St. Lucia, abe naa aoweak aa to beacaroelj 
able to bear lira fatigne of being carried ashore. A few 
days refitted tbe ahip. It waa then, however, impoiiible 
fcr tbs poor lady to attempt to proceed to Scotland. It 
wma evident^o every one, that her life waa fast drawing 
to a dose. Captain Walker, tberetore, wbo waa a hn* 
mane man, and felt deeply interested in tbe aafety of the 
poor chilitren, wbo would, on their mother'i death, be 
led ao destitute, tried to perauade Mrs. Frazer to entrust 
them to bia care, promiaing, that if abe did ao, he would, 

. himaelf, carry tbem tu Glasgow, and deliver them to her 
mother. Alaa! hie argtlmenti could not prevail with 
llijs unlbrtuDate mother to part from her children, 
nwksned by illacA, and tiding under the agony of 
iMHng her hutband, ahe bad not atrer^th of mind suffi- 
cient to enable her to give due, weight to bia rcaaoniaga, 
ortoinchtee bmr tstindM;goijiotheibIow,inaBeparalion 
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fnm tbtm. She mid ibe w&i lare a few weebj wosli] 
re-e>tBbtWi bar health, and enable ber to paraue ber 
TOifaee bj (be fint ihip tbat (ailed ; aad oidj begged 
that be would, befora b« left the ialand, make inqnirie* 
for her, how aoop another oppottDnity wa> likelj to oc- 
cur. Captain Walker had do poww to do more than 
adriie ; he wsi, thsrefore, forced to leave the poor chil* 
dren witb (heir mother. He iaqa iced, what ebipiwere 
likely (o sail, and found that, in aboal three weaiti, 
there wu ona deitmed for Port Gla^ow, the captain of 
which mid he knew Mra. Frazer'i lainil; very well, and 
•tfered, for a rmall recompense, to onderlaketocarrjthe 
children to their friendi, provided their Biolher did not 
attrvive. Bj Mn. Fracer'i deiire, caplaia Walker <e- 
enred a panage with this captain, ami, having aicertain- 
•dthat there were gufficient fandB to amwer all pecuoia. 
tr ooQcemi, whatever might happen, he wrote M^jor. 
rraier an accattnl of (be titaation of bia wife, and tn- 
tnuted to captain M'Lean Che charge of watching over 
the >afe(]> and mmfort of his young prD(egee>. 

The Favourite hid not niled above ten dayi, wbm 
pocFf Mn. Frazer becMoe (oo well convinced of the error 
the had committed in refoiingtbeoKr of captain Walker. 
Molly, the mnlatio girl, who had,^ill now, alwayi ap. 
peered a kind and attentive tervant, began lo be very 
aauoy and remin in her duly ; often going out for boun; 
and, wben ber mittreu eipreiied any diipleatnre, telling 
her it wii impomible for her to bear the confinement of 
a lick-room, fler miitreu had neither itrength nor en- 
orgy inffieient to obeck this coTiducl ; but, bi ebe felt her 
itrengih gradually sinking, it alarmed ber still more for 
the bteofher poor children. One day, wben Molly had 
been more than usaally impertinent, «ha gave way to a 
violent Barst of tears. William,^ who had bean preaeot, 
end had been greally aflected at seeing bit mother so ne- 
glected, ran uptD her'coucbon Molly's leaving the room, 
and, taking her band, mid, " DeiiH cry, dear mamma ; 
only tell me what I can do for you. and I will try alLin 
my power to make you comfortable. I am bat a Utile 
boy, but still I remember papa said 1 might, if I waa 
gopd, be of great use ; and now, when Molly i> so very 
Bau^ty, I wisb yon would try me ; perh^ I can do 
more than yon think." i i ^ -I ■ 



,■ »■■ SOMC WBBT-IHDIAK. 133 

Mn. Fraier kii*ed faim alnoM coovaliivelr, then laf- 
iag her hand on hii head, said, "M7 Cod, look with 
compauian an your afflicted Htvant, and endae t^is Jtoor 
isbnlwithttTEngtb and ondentanding; sufficient to enable 
Iiim to guard bimself lud his lister from the raiiforlann 
which leem to threaten them;" then turning to William, 
»he uontinued. " My poor little darling, your bther ipolc* 
the truth wbea be told you tint you could be nf ip^at 
Mrrioe to me. You have been taught, my child, all 
jODr life, to obey tiie directinag of your papa and me ; 
will you now attend to what I am going lo say, and thmi 
tell me whether you Ihiak you can promise fo do what I 
nquire of you?" William kissed hei hand, ondsaid, 
firmly, " Yes, mamma, I will listen to whaterer yon tell 
me, 'and, so far u I am able, I will do whaterec yon 

" Very well, my love, that is all I can expect. Before ! 
explain lo you what it is I wish jou to do, 1 must IM 
you, my love, [ am, I (ear, going to leave you very toon." 

" Leave me, mamma f Ob! what do yoa mean? 
Surely you Wont go on hoard the ship without me?" 

" No, my love, I aai not going on board tha ship, nor 
*b*U I ever see Scotland or rrandiaammB. You know 
that whatever is the will of God, is best ; and, tliereforei 
I hope, my dear boy, yoD will not cry and fret mora 
than yoa ma help, when he taket me from yon to him- 
self. I am going to die, William; and, in a rery few 
houn. 1 fear poor little Jane will have no one to taks 
care of her hut yon." 

"Ob, mamma! mamma!" fobbed out ihe poor bo^ 
"don't lay so; you will be better, I am sure, if you do 
not cry 10 mneh. Oh, do not leave u* alone hen l yoa 
do not know what a naughty woman Molly it. She 
would beat poor little Jane every day, oolj ihc i« afraid 
of your bearins ber cry." 

*' Alas ', my child, that enly adds to my affliction, and 
increases the apprehension I have both far your sister's 
■abty and your own. Tet I cannot now avert the etil 
from your heads. Do not, my child, if you really Me 
»e, distract me by yout tein. I have much to say to 
yon, and mast seize the opportunity of Molly's absence to 
sue yoa <Ui«etiaiu how to ooodact yoursuf siter I am 
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pme. Do f on think^DU lo(« mewellanonfhtnmtrai* 
jour Um, aod hide from eTCrf one tbat I hmve spoken 
to Toojif my death ."' 

WilliBm at Gnt could pre no annrer to thii qoeslioB ; 
im &flera quarter of an hour'a indulgence Dfhii locroir, 
he Mine again to bii maoima. ami avid hf was now ready 
-to liaten la. her. and irould ht a icood boy. and not cry 
■njmore. Mrs. Fnizer wap rttfniced toaeethe child had 
rccnvenad bla reaolatJuD ; and impressed with the impor- 
lADce of giving h\m hia dirertiona aa quickly as pnaiitita, 
took care to ma he do furlher reference (o any thing liknty 
to excita hia tears. She ahuved him a packet of letters 
ahe had written t . her mother, and desired him to brinff 
her a amal) cahinet, >thich hia |>[ipa hid had made for her 
bciore die left Tobago, for tbe purpose of holding an; liltis 
comrorts she mighi want in the cabin daring her vnyage. 
In thia cabinet aho showed him a concealed drawer, lei- > 
ling him. lint he mast never alloir aoyone to i[0(iwthei« 
was «uch a thing, till he had reached his grgndmoUier'B 
house. She. put the letters into it, and alao a snm of 
money, which she desired William to make u«e of, in 
case of necessity ; bat not to toush It.if Captain McLean 
perlbrmed his promiEe of carrying him to Gla^w him- 
Bslf. She then said, " And now. my poor child, 1 hava 
tafeen^ll the precaution in my power, not to leave yon 
totally dependant on strangers. Be a good boy. and obey 
the Captaio and Molly in erery thing, evea lhonE:b yoQ 
may th nblhem unkind and unreasonable ; and above all . 
things, never leave your poor sister a minute ; her blind- 
Desa makes her evfomore helplen than infaota of l\er age 
uaually are; and unlesayoa attend lo ber, I have no 
hope of her ever reaching her grandinalber ; for if aho 
WO' e to attempt to wnlb. either in the cabin, or on deok, 
without aeaislance, ahe itould be liable to ihe most ter- 
rible accidenta, and perhapi be kiUed by blling down 
the gangway." 

William promiaed faithfully to attend to bis aiater. and 
remember all ^be directiona his mother had g^ven him ; 
be had tcarcely done thia, and retarned the cabinet into 
the plaoo where it uaually stood, before Mrs. Frazer wai 
seized with a laiiiting-fil. from which ahe jaat recovered ■ 
aafflcienlly to kin bim, and deaire him to bring his sister 
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d withoat * {roin. 
, William at fint tbong^t it was odIj & similar fit to 
ntlat he had aeen ber have frsqaentl; during tbe prece- 
dinf week. Gradoally. Iiowever, he became alarmeA 
at her loug-continued eilance. After ifaBhing her fao« 
with larender-watet, and rabbjnr her temple with 
liarUhari^ ai he had seen MDII7 do tn farmer altackSt he 
loit all hope, bihI rat dnwa bnJde Jane on the Boor, where 
Mollf , on her relam, found them, looked io each other's 
armi, weeping; Jane, because her msmma tioald not 
•peak to her, and pour William, from tbe vague idea he 
lud that hii mother bad apoken to him for tbe lait time, 
Mallj wai erideDtlj shocked it finding her poor miatren 
had died in her absence. She spoke kindly la Iba chil- 
dren, and after nadresting Jane, and leeinghei sale in 
b^, called William to her. and queslioned him a> to the 
manner of his mother's death, asking; particularly what 
- the laiil lo hid], and if lbs had leilsnj directions Air tier. 

William replied to her questions, as well as his tears 
woald allow him, that his mamma had desired him to 
ob^ McJly, and.bc a good boy till he pt lo hta grand-' 
mother's, and likewise to be very carenil of little Jane. 
Molly appeared satisfied with his answers ;. she kissed 
him, and told him tu sit down by his muuna till ihe went 
lor captain M'Leao, who mutt come and give orders 
■bout the fuoeral. She would not be long, and he need 
Dot be itfraid. 

This last assurance was very gnnccewaepi'for the poor 
ehUd had no fear, nnd willingly agreed to iit down on his 
little stool by the side of hii uoUter's couch, as be had 
been accustomed to do during her life. Whilst h«sat 
there all alone, he suddenly began to think OD all she 
had said to him previous to her death. The secret 
drawer in tbe cabinet bruaght lo bis min4. tllat be had 
seen a good deal of money in another part of it, beiidet a 
Bomber of jewels and trinkets, which his mamma, after 
looldDe at, bad said, as (o Iftrself, " I mast not remore 
them, for fear of guspidoD; Molly woald miis tbem." 
William pondered OTer these words a long time. At last he 
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thought to hinuelf, I may u well knonr what ii there, 
that I ma J tell gTBQdaiBmma; for who bnowt whether 
MoUj may not wear maininB'B necklacel, a> she doei her 
gowiu ! Papa may perfaau be angT^ with be, if I ioa't 
do all I can to take care of them Sit litUe Jane." Wkb 
tUi feeling, he went to the cabinet, anJ on openiT^ it, 
found in one of the drawerB a written lilt of sll hit mo- 
Iber'i property. Ue took it ap, and nai going to put it 
in the concealed drawer, when he thought, " What if 
Mollj know* there is such a paper ? I must not hide it." 
He folded it upiuid again relamad to his little stool, itlll 
thinking how he could aecurethe paper. In a tbw mi- 
nates he hattilf arose, sajing, aloud, "I know what 
papa would do, if he was here > fae would copy that pa* 
per. I caa't write very well ; though I think I can do it 
well enough to ihow grandmammB I have tried, all in . 
my power, lo do whsl my dear papa woald wish me, tf^ 
he luiew what a uaughty creature Molly ii." 

The chQd now deliberately sat down and copied tho* 
paper, as well as hia little unsteady fingers could icrawl^ 
In a large text hanJ, Huving finished it, he with tmaei 
difficulty, squeezed it into the secret drawer, along wittt 
■ his. poor mother's letters. Elating effected this, he shut 
the cabinet carefiitty. and again relumed to his seat by 
the couch. By this time evening was hit approaohingr 
aiid still Malty did not return. Jhixc tlept quietlj, and' 
poor William, feeling exhausted Irom the tears be had' 
■bad, and the agitation he had undergone, could scarcely 
keep his eyes open. 

" 1 must not go to bed," thon^t be, " ibr Molly win 
beat m« if I leave mamma." A^n he hurst inlit lean, 
and called to his mother, "onlylo speak to him once 
again, for be woa very miaerable." As he tried to take 
her bond, h« felt a little pieoa of crnmbUd paper bll 
from her bosom. He took it ap, and carried it te the 
window to look aC it. It contamed ihort pioas >enten- 
co, in his mother's hand-writing, aDd_began, " Trust in 
the Lord, and be not afraid." 

William, even young as i^e wai, felt comforted. He 
kissed the paper, and putting it into his boaom, said to 
himself " Yea, mamtDo, I will trust in the Lord, and will 
no longer be afraid to lie down beside yon, agliaed to do 
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averv ef «iuDg, when wft were «i& dear papa in TobB{^" 
Hiving oome to thi« reidntioQ, he crept mftlj np bj the 
btcbofthe eourA. and la; down bjthe aide of the eorpae, 
natine hii little band oo the breait, and placing one arm 
raDDcTber neck. Id this iftiiatioii, Moll; end captain 
BPLean foQnd him, (sat asleep, aearif two honra afler- 
Vanla, when thay came with the iatentioD of preparii^ 
Uw oorpae for intermenl. Moll) lifted hin^rom hia Bie- , 
lan^alj reituig-)riace, and carried bim, ttill aileep.to the 
other room, where >be placed him bttide hia aiiter, and 
Hmu retiimed to the captain, who from dirabtioila left to 
him bj captain Walker, took oaoa himHlfto girt ererr 
■Hcenar; order respecting the funeral. 

Next morning when William awoke, he fbaod V\<iXly 
engaged in pachitig up all the trunki, tce., whilst litlte 
Jane waa aitting on Uie Qoor, crying for har breakfitt, 
He got np immediately, and weal to her, when Mdlj de- 
aired him to make haste, and give Jane what abe waoted, 
and then eat hii own breakfaat, ai the captain had been 
there In aa; that the ahip was to aail that aftemooD. 

" Where have you put momma. Molly ? asked William, 
•a he alarted on aeaing the coach empty, " I'won't go on 
board of ship till I know where you hate laid her." 

"Won't you'" laid Molly, grinning horriblj ai ahB 
looked at the child ; " we shall aee what captain M'Leaa 
will say to that." 

Alarmed at her looks, and feeling more fear than he 
chose to show, at her threats of the captain, he said oo 
mora, bat quietly began to feed hia sister. When ahe 
Wai aatisfied he sat down to his own small portion of food, 
whiofe Molly laid, when she placed it before him, waa 
mere than ahe could now afford to give him, aa she did 
not think her miitress had left money enoagh to pay their 
«vp«naes to Scotland. William only said, "I hope yon 
are wrong, Molly ; bat at all events, grandmamma will 
pay captain M'Lean every thing when he takes ns home." 

"How do you know what yoar grandmamma will do?" 
answered Molly, in a sharp tone. 

At this moment the landlady of the hoaae tapped at Ute 
door, saying ihe was come to inquire after the poor chil- 
dren. Molly opened it, whilst she heW her apron to her 
fiyei, saying ihe was much obliged to her for her in^ 
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qniriei. The lUtla'duUagt wet* cbanmngl;, ooneulei" 
iaif ; but thkt ibe heneH' would nerer get over the loea , 
□f eo kind vid good ■ mialreia. " And it wae bo ualbrta- 
Dale, toe. [n>.^mi" continued ahe, ''that my mialTMa 
(beuld haT« obliged me to leave tier jenterdaj, about 
■ome biuineu ehe wiitied to tettEe wilb captain M'Letn, 
I tball never forgive mfielf for not being nitli her, when 
ihe died." ^ 

"And who waa with Iha poor lady?" aikedOie oom- 
panimatv landlady. 

** No one but the children," retamed Molly ; I wonder 
bow maatar Willy wai able to lire over it: but he i> a 
very unfeeliog, hard'hearled little creatura; you tee he 
aita there, eating, a) uncoricernedly ai if there wai do- 
thiitg the matter with hi> mamma." WilllHin did not 
epe'ak, tbangb his heart wai roll. The landlady then 
aaked, if ihe could give any auiitance in preparing the 
Dackaeea for the eeaT 



" No, thank you," aaid S/toHj, " [ haTe almoat dona 
now. Thia amall cabinet ii the only thing unpacked,, 
and that muat itand till captain M'Leanoomei himael^ . 
ai all ia eammitled to his care, with r^ard either to thi 
children or the property." 

>* Did yoar lady know much about captain M'Lsan, 
that the UA faim to great a chivge ?" ssked the landlady. 

" Not miidi, I believe, ma'am, henell; but the cap* 
tain who bioaght ui here knew faim very well, and re- 
commended hini very strongiy." 

"I wish 1 had been aware of what captain Walker 
waa doing," sud Ihe landlady, thoughtfully, "tor I am 
sadly afraid captain M'Lean ia not a man to be h> ftllbr 
traated ; but, my good young woman, do you not think 
it. would be mut^ better for yon to remain here with th* 
children till your mkiter jdn<> you? 1 know captain 
Walker wrote, before he sailed, to inform Mnjor Fraier* 
of your miitreal's eituatton. and he told me there wa> no 
doubt he wonid arrive here in a very few weekt." 

Molly appeared attnniahed at thia information, and.lbr . 
a few minutes, did not ezactly buow how to answer. At 
laat she aaid, "1 with 1 had known this a little aooner ; 
for I would certainly have got my poor mislresa to have 
aeltled her afiaira diRerenti;. I cnn nowdoBoUtingiii 
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it, as the c«pt>tn got her directions, and mqat act as be 

£le«s»«. -He woiVt, I BO) sure, wait even another day ; 
ir be iiitlated »n having the funeral over this mornini;, 
in order that we might get on board to-nighi ; howerer, 
I will tell him what joHmy." 

" I don't see any use in your telling him aoj thing fof- 
ther than that yiiu expect voiir tnafter by the next ship, 
and, therefore, you prefer wailniR for him. to going home 
with Bo great a nhar^e." Al thii moment, captain 
M'Lean entered. The landlady immediately nlentioned 
her opinion, ai to the propriety of Molly's giving up tha 
intention of proaeeuting the voyage till aii^oi' Frazer'a 
ttrrival. Caplniu M'Lean was exceedingly offended. 
He said Mra. Fraz^r hail nummitteil the care of her dear 
children to him. and that no one had a right tp interfere 
in the arrangements that had been made for them. He 
would pay all d^oiands that she might have on Mra. 
Frazer out of hia own pocket, rather Than not fulfil the 
promise he had made to a dying woman." 

The landlady, s'eeins ah* coulil be of no aervioe, wish- 
ed Molly good morning, and, kia»ing little Jane, was go- 
ing Bivay, When ahe felt her hand pressed by William, 
whoie eyes wrre filleil with tears,' at he shook bis little 
head, and' pointed to M-.lly and the captain, who were 
converging earneiTly at the other end of the room. Sbs 
was going to apeak to him, when he suddenly pulled his 
hand away, and knelt down beside Jane. Juat in time ta 
prevent Molly from observing that he had attracted any 

I wiah. Master William." said Molly as she advanced, 
"you wonld take your stater into the other room, till 
Captain M'Lean ha* curded These boxe*. [ am afraid 
BOme of you may be hurt, if yoo atay here." 

'> Will you allow the children to come with me into 
my room?" asked the landlady; 
of them, till yon are at leisure t 
self." 

** Not for the world," answered Molly ; " it wonld be 
TNy improper in me to allow them, poor things, to go 
Jrom myself a mument. lilt I have placed them in safety 
with their friends. They will do very weU in tho ii«rt 
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. llM laodladj, ncine lb* odnid gat no opportniiitj of 
•pMkiils to the child, flk>Dj^t it bat to appear satiifiad, 
and left the rocn. Wilitam and Jane ware oldiscd to 



thing." 
"Bui 



IS Mollj dtrirad. and went into their ileepiD; apart- 
ment. For nme time, William was engaged in amasiiig 
Jane ; but, at lail, when she became quiet, he thooght 
be .woald UIm to Me what-Mallj waa about. According- 
ly, be crept to the doDT, and peeped oat. Mollj wal bu- 
lilj engaged, ahoiring M'Lean her miiU'eiii'i jetrela, 
whilit he had all the monej counted out before him oo 
the lahle. 

" I tell yon captain," laid Mollj, " jon ahall h«Te it 
■n, if you Till keep yonr protniie, aod marrj me a> aooa 
■■ we get to England. No one knowt That m; miitren 
had but myself, and, if we manage property, m; maiter 
Ehatl never find me, to call me to aa aooount tor any 

what ahall we do with the children ■"' naked 
wuld not ohooM to take them into the 

an easily let their grandmother knnw 
B thein," answered Molly ; " only yon 
it to deceive me, or I will do ai the laod- 
] stay where I am till my mast^ comes." 
you must not think of that j I will pro- 
yon the very day we land j but are yoo 
quite sure you have aeeured erery thing f and do yon 
think that that little nucal will not tell what his mother 
liad, when he gets to bia frienda P [ mutt not run the risk 
of loaii^ my c^tMtar (or this paltry sum ; that wUl ne- 

" Oh, there is do fear of the boy's telling, lor he know* 
nothing about what his mothor had ; beiidea, [ have ta- 
ken care to have him in good training. He will not ' 
dare to ditolwyme in any thing. I know how to frighten 

"I wish he may give OM a good opportunity to lend 
him a i^nietiog blow during the Vi7age ; dead men tell 

"[To, oo, CapUin, that won't do," aaid Molly. "1 
tell your I won't have the children hurt, though 1 don't 
mloct taking tht property, 1 wont haTO ^wir gIiMt» 
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imaine after ne, to dattrof all m; pleunre, I wiH ra- . 
tber give ;ou op, than ran tibj nich riik." 

" Poh," Mid the CaptaiD, Uugbing, " how can ^u ba 
M rill; as to b«lier« me in eariieit ; t w«>'t touch a hair 
«r their headi, if joa don't tike it; bat let as loie no 
aiore time. Th* wind ii bir, and will carry Be ofl the 
Maud directly. There ii do saying how >omi thia maater \ 
of your'a may arrive, and, if we are not before hand 
wfth him, all our plain will be ruined." 

The two oonrederatea then began tt> pack Dp exery 
thing in the cabinet. William raw, with pleuure, that 
Ihey had not diicovered the concealed drawer, and, tike- 
iriae, that Ihef replaced the money-end jewels, the cat»- 
tain obierving, thai ihey were aafer there than fai hif 
poMesaion, whilat be waa in St. Laoia. 

William, on aeein^ tt^m move, relomed to Jane, and 
kmoied her, by talking and playing with her, till Holly 
• came to give then) aome dinner. After 
seated at their meal, ihe deaired William 
Jane till ihe returned, when abe wonld 
board the ahip, aa Ihey were to aail iu the e 

The children had finiihed theu-'dinner, ■ 

' Wal laid on her bed aateep, when WiUiai 

heard a tap at the door of the room. I 

vaa there ^ and the landlady laid it wai 

ahe wiahed to apeak to him, deiiring him to open the 

■* 1 cannot, na'am," auwered the child ; •* Molly has 
locked m in, and taken the key with her." " My poor 
boy," raid the landlady, " 1 doubt you are in very bad 
hands. 1 hare a great mind to apply to a magiatrate, 
■nd get him to protect yon." 

" Could a magiatrate keep Molly from taking ua away?" 
aiked William. 

*■ Ye^ my dear, he eonld. Wouhi yon wiah to tUy 
with me till your papa come* Ibr yoa f** 

■* O yea. yea," i^ed William, " I would mueh rather 
ttay here than go with that terrible captain. Do yon 
know' be ii going to lake all mamma 'a money, and pretty 
thing^ and keep them to himaelf ? f beard him aay <a." 

"Hoah, my dear," whiqxred the landlady, "I hear 
Molly coming. I will eiJSeavour to find a magiatrate, 
who will Boon oblige him to retora yon all he baa taken." 



TIm iMuUady hid xKreely l«ft th* door, belore Molly 
catered with ■ aambcr of lailors, who had nome fbr the 
bnxea. WillUm look no notice, till Mull; had tttken up 
Jane, and had deiired him lo follow her. Then he eould 
refrain ao longer ; bnl bunling inlo tears, entrealed Ihat 
■be woald wait > little longer to see if his papa wonid 
come. A violent box on the Fsr was her only answer ; 
and. on hii refining to move from the sola, where he bad 
thrown himself, she ordertd ime of the railors to tabs 
hin in hii irms, and carry him away by lorce. Poor 
William's reiistaace wa<t all io vain. The man lifted 
him b( once, and, in spite of hii cries for asaiblancc, he 
fbnnd himself on board the Spee)wel], without havinr 
eeen either the landlady or the magietrale. who, he had 
flattered himself, would have released him out of the 
bonds of the captain. 

During (he bustle that was on deck, preparatory to 
Miling, Molly undressed Jane, and laid her in Ihe little . 
cot prepared for her, and then, afler beatinj; WiUiain le- 
Terely, laid him beside hei. teUing him, Ihat if he did 
not he quiet, and go (u aleep dirertly, she would briii(> 
the captain down, who would give him twice as much. 
Poor William lay still, though he felt very miserable. — 
In thinking orer what had passed, he suddenly recalled 
hi) mother's directions of being very obedient lo Molly. 
"1 hare been a naughty boy," thought be ; ' I havedia- 
nbeyed my dear [namma. and, therefore, have deserved 
to be bealen. I will never again be so aaughtj." Ai 
in this way, be heard Molly and tbs 
to the cabin J he was so still that they 

It io tide," said the Captain ; " I would 
that that old woman has given some 
isl us. We have bad a hard run for it ; 
;iveD ap the chace at last, and now, I 
[e, if we can only get to England belbro 
imq to be there iMfote at. I won't g:o 
; but,taTsecurity,l will pat into Liver- 
pool, where we can get rid of the oargo, and can leave 
the children till some of their friends find them out, and 
send far them." 
"I don't believe it possibla," answered Molly," for my 
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marter to g«t to Scothnd before us. I Ihiok it Would be 
much better for you to f[o lo jour own port ; Ibe cbil- 
dren need Dot bo sent te their gruidmnther till jou are 
read; to sail on anotber' lof ago. which will prevent all 
risk Qt deleotioo." 

" No, OD, I tell yon t will have my own way in that. 
Don't I know belter than you can what is the sateit plan 
to be pursued ! I have leave to ^ to Liverpool from mj 
owners, if [ think it for their advantage, and 1 run little 
or no risk in doing su ; whereair ten cbiuices to one, if [ go to 
Port Glasgow, (he whole affair will be blown loDg before 
I Eoold be able to provide either for my own security or 
yonr's. But come, let ub eojoj ounelves ■, thankji to Uio 
oare of your worthy master, be has giveu us ibe means." 
The two then left the cabin, and William heard nothing 
more of them till the morning. 

Onnng the wbole of tbis long and tedious vojase (for 
it laiteil seven weeks) nothing could exceed tbebstrbs- 
roui and brutal treatment jAieh Iho ohildrea received, 
both from the Captam nnd Molly. The latter, indeed, 
seemed to have entirely lost all feeling for the poor little 
innocents she had so unjustly assisted in betraying into 
the bands of the ruffian M'Lean, and even appeared to. 
enjoy seeing them beaten, somelimen without 'any fault 
being alleged against them. William heroicalt/l^areall 
his own sufferingf without complaining: but to tee pun- 
ishment inflicted on hii poor little helpless sisteti Wa^ 
sometimes beyond his endnrsnce. On one occasion, 
when (he Captain kicked her on the deck, he could not 
help saying, passionately, " Were I a man, yon dunt not 
kick my Jane so." 

Inilantly he bad reatco to repent his imprudence, for 
"^th one blow, he was hurled from the lop of the gang- 
way stain to the bottom, where be laj for some conside- 
rable time nearly seuseleis. One of the sailors, at last, on 
coming down, row him, and picked bim up, end with 
iome diffioulCj brought him to himself (hough for nearly 
a week atlerward be was unable to walk. During this 
time, he found that by remaining in the cabin, he avoid- 
ed a great deal of harsh treatment, by being out of the 
way of the Captain ; be, therefore, never, from t£at time,' 
attempted to go upon deck, bnt remained constantly with 
18 ^..oo.;lc 
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Jam below, atniuiDg her aa w«U ■• he coQld, end iharin; 
vith her lit hit own tcaotj proTuioDa ; for wbal w» il- 
lotrcd for henel£ wu quite uuatGcienl to sUiiff her ap- 
petite, and hUD>^r made lier bo very reetlcM and noisy, aa" 
to render it almogt imponible for him to pacify her. 

MoUy left the entire care of her to him, neTon eren 
undreiiiog her after the Gr^t night. 

The coiiitaateare and aazietr thit tha poor \kij endn- 
red on her aocouni, added to the priralion of food aod 
exercise, as well ai of erery other comfort necemry to 
the health of a child, gave hii coantenace ao Httled an 
eipreHioD of melancbaly, that the lailan, who occarioo- 
ally looked into ibe cabin, coiuidered faim aa little better 
than an idiot, and. therefore, took bat little interest in 
any thing that concerned hitn. They had been about 
five weeks at aea, wben b tremendoaa ttorm came ,od. 
Whilat it lasted, nothing could ejcceed (he Buffering of 
our unhappy little pasBBngefs. Molly wu loo mncti 
alarmed for her own safely to give ■ thought to what 
was passing inthe cabin, so that it wai only a n>'racle 
that the children were not killed by the faltngof some of 
the heavj packages which the pitidiing of the ship had. 
loosened. All William's strength could not hold Jane 
firm in one place ; but in every fresh roll they ware 
thrown Irom one end of the little cabin to the other, at 

•■._.-_._.! "- — -d of their lives. In this situation they 

■ considerable time, till an old sailor 
ccasion to oocne into the cabin. Wit- 
jiltcrly, though tenderly southing the 
; affrighted round bis neck, screatning, 
U> bold her. The old man was touch- 
H of the children, and as the best thing 
im, lifted them both into bed, where 
{ William not to ventnre to rise till 

I or inrEs uays me storm lasted, (he children remained 
in bed, cheered only by the occaiioaal visits of the old 
sailor, who, as br as he had the power, did evary thing 
to comfort tbem. When Jane could be kApt quiet aa 
longer, old Jack, at William's requett, took ber out, and 
lashed ber firmly to the feet of the Uble, so that she could 
Dot be driven about as she had been at the beginning of 
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When tba )hip vrivad in Liveri 

1 the «Bbin and told William, Ibit he i 

cheer up, hs wnnlil toon be od drj Und now. WilliBOi 

wkedwtwnUieyweretoland.' JacLaniwered, in Liver- 

" [■ tint in Sootland 2" said William. 

" rfo, my man, it ii a long naf from Scotland,"- an' 
ewered Jack ; " but I hope you will find frieadi here to 
take care of you," 

William aighed lohearily, ai hs aMiwered, ** I know 
m one in Eoglana," thai (be old mftn'a curiogity wat ex- 
cited, and there is no Hywe what he might have drawn 



"Come, eome," tsitl ihe, impatiently, "William, fef 
np, and put on Jane's bonnet, for we are goinr aihore 
thi> minute. If yon don't qiake hiitc, I shall go and 
leave yoa both; IcanHwait all day for inch lazy brats." 
■■ In my mind, Qiistreu," tnid old Jack, " you ought tn 
bear a-hsnd Tourself in rigi(ing that poor lau. II i> a 
burning shame in any Chiiatian to leave ber entirely tn 
. the care of auch a child as this little tellow." >> Hold 
ToDr tei^pie, yon old meddling raical," answered Molly, 
"•rl shall make yon repent your insolence ai long ai 

50U live.'" ■* No occasion, mistress, for bad words," Mid 
aokas helentbecabin,*>thDngb, if every one had their 
dne, I know one who de>erv;es a salt-eel for their supper." 
' Molly probably did not understand the mBaoing attach- 
ed to this phrase by the sailors, she therefore tamed in- 
dignantly trom the old man, and snalohing Jane ap, har- 
ried out of the cabin, leaving William (o make hiijway 
as he best could. With some trouble he clambered up 
tha ganvway stain, and wept after Molly to the side of 
the shi|i, where he saw her get into a boat, unmindful of 
his cries or entreaties not to be left ; and in all probabi- 
lity the boat would have gone without him, had not bi) 
fHend Jack observed what was pasiiog, and hailed the 
sailon in the boat, desiring them to take the boy. Molly, 
Ibongh she maile no oppoaition to their doing so, appear- 
ed determined (o take no ootiee of him, and when tbl^ 
landed, walked quickly away with th^ Captain, who 
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TTu waiting for her oivthe pier. WHlism, though weak- 
ened and aihansted by the voyage, felt «o strongly lh« 
naceaiity tor exertloD, tbat he continued to keep up witb 
them, till he law them enter one of the principBl hotels. 
He staid a few niinatai,to be sure that they meant to re- 
(QaiD there, and then deliberately determined to pD( ia 
practice a scheme he had been planning in his own mind 
from the time he had quitted St-Lucis. He tamed from 
the door of the hotel, after having obaerred it very close- 
ly, and then asked a porter, who iras standing near, what 

Tilly, and William, having thanked him. walked away 
quickly, never stopping, till he cameinCo a lari;e handsome 
(treet, in which there were a great many shops — into tbtt 
largest and hmdaomest ha entered boldly, and addressings 
■ feipeclabte looking man, who atood behind the counter, 
aiked hiQi if ha nonld be bo ^;ood as lo direct him wherfe 
te find a magistrate. 

The gentleman was naturally much larpriied at the 
okild'i request, and asked what be (ranted at hii age with 
& magistrate? 

" Sir," aaid William, " I cannot tell my rtory to any one 
bat a magistrate. If yoa will be lo gcipd as to assist me 
in finding one, you shall hear w4iat I have So^^^ "f > 
butif yoa cannot do what I want, I have no lime to stay, 
as it is Df~the greatest consequencs that I should see one 
immediately, or it will be too late to do aay good." 

The gentleman became interested in the boy, from the 
simple, yet steady manner in whieh he expressed him- 
self. Hetaok his hat down from the'p^ when it'feung, 
and s^, " Well, my boy, I will try what 1 can do for 
you', you don't look like a cheat. or an impastor,saeome 
aloDg with me ; I will take you Wmy brother, who ts ft 
magistrate, and he will help you if he thinks you require 
it." 

William's heart was full ; but his mind was too much 
oacupied in considering wlut he was to nay to the magis- 
trate, to allow him to do more than press the genUe- 
hud's hand, as he led him afoiig. When arrived at the 
honae, the gentleman rapped afUie door, andtnquired if 
Mr. Uunro was within. " Yet, air," answered the aer- 
Taat t " he is in his own room quite alooe." 
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" SbiAr Ui in, then, to him ; we btre some priTSle bu- 
liabu, Johe, m dont let as be interrupted." 

John opened bii maiter'a door, ami the Eb'>(I'>i»i>< 
tbinking lo encoars^ Iha boy, deiirMl faiiH not to ba 
■fraid. 

" I am not atraJJ, sir," antwered William, " t am only 
anxioui to tell the gentleman all [ bave suffired, and to ' 
beg of bim to lake care of mj siiter and me, till grand- 
mam ma bnowB wbere ne are." 

Mr. Munro beard from hi* brotber how he had met 
with the chitd ; after which, be celled hjm tbrward, and 
taking hit hand,- desirei! him to mention what wu his 
buiineia. and bow he conlil aerre him. 

William blmhed a Ultle at&nt, but iiKlantly recover* 
ing himielf, related hit hiitory. from the time of bia lail- 
ing from Tobngo, in a clear, distinct voice, without Iho 
slighleit hesilation or coDrnsiim. When be had linighed, 
be raid. "andnoWgtir, I have lold you all; oar landlady 
at 3t. Lucia laid, that a magistrate coulil prevent either 
the captain oc Molly from taking poor mamma's property, 
and, as I know it is all safe yet in the little cabinet, I 
thonghl it was best to lose no time in applying lo one 
immedialely on landing. Will you try to help me, sir?" 

Mr. Munro was lO deeply affected with the child's 
atory, that he could scarcely answer him. >■ Tell me, 
my lore," said be at last, " what ia year grandmamma's 

"liunro," answered William. "Mymtmma'i name 
was Charlotte Munro, I have heard pa^ say, belbre she 
was married." 

Mr. Munro clasped him in hit arms : *' My poor little 
fellow, what a woaderful miracle has conilueled yna to 
this house : Tour poor mother was my only sister ; I an, 
therefore, your ancle, as well as this gentleman who 
bionght yon tome. Make yourself quite comfortable; 
I will take care to secure both Molly and Captaii) 
M'Lean in a very short while ; your mother's property, 
if it remains, as yoa believe, in the cabinet, shall bo 
Inon^tlMrclMliwelileep; bntwemustgetyonrsiiter 
into our poMeniofl beibra we can think of any thing 
else," 
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Tba two ifeatlemeB, alter ■ little comallation to^Di«r, 
•greed that Mr. Muoro, the magutnle, shoufd, with 
proper uiiBtanca, ac^oBpaoj WiUiMn to the botel, in 
order to gat Jene, before the; attempled any thii^ 
■^■ut Mall; or Captain M'Lean, whilit Mr. Henir 
Mnnro wai to ^ on board the Sptedwell, wltb proper 
power tor lecarms IbeTarious packaj^ belongings t<fthtt 
Children. Ai «poa a> all wai lettled, Vlr. Munro, taking 
WiDiam'a band, ivd, " I sjn wrrj, mj denr bo;, to be 
obliged to take yon oat again to-nigbt, belbre jou have 
had any rrfreitiaimt ; but we have no time tolas*; for, 
if tiNie wnrlhleta pedple ahoiild, on npuing joa>9uapeot 
, the powibility of ^ur turing betrayed them, (bere ieno 
taying what they may do, either with yonr niter or Iha 
proporty." 

" Never mind me, air," anawared Williain ; " I don't 
care for any thing, till 1 see Jane tafe here. O, yon do 
DOt Icnow what a wicked, bad creature .>1(ri1y ia,and.KoW 
terribly ahe baals her, poor little thing, for nothing at all. 
Mr. MVnro felt eo einaperated a^aiiut the woman, that 
he could not anawer the child : taking hia hand,hewalk- 
■ ed off towarda the hotel, where William had told lito' 
she waa. Ai they came near the door, they heard voicea 
■peeking very loud. Mr. Muaro atood atill a moment. 

"I tell you." said a raice, "the woman it telling a - 
great atory. If the boy ia loat, ahe has left bim on pur- 
pose in the alreeta; for ahe ha ^je ver ihowed the leaal 
conceal for him ever aitice ahe Hi been on board. | am 
determined to see the li^Ua of i1, for somehow my heart 
miijaTe me that aame harm would come to him, as I put 
him into the boat beside the wicked bitfck creature:" 

" Nonaenae, Jack," aaid another voice, " you had beat, 
I adriie you, nave nothing to do in the bDaineisi you 
know the captain has taken her under bia protection, and 
if you offend him, when are you ever likely to> get em- 
ployment again P Take my word for it, the lioy haa odly 
wandered ^woy of his own accord, and will be' found 
aafa enoagh by to-morrow morning, without any inter- 
ference of youra." * 

I don't ralae the captain a bna farting, whecT t am 
doinj; my dnty," roared Uie other ; " I won't, Tom Fow- 



Ier,fiinc1), in auch a lubbo'lj manner, from proUctingths 
innooBot, u long us my name U Jack Thompson ; Bull if 
tiuB womm does Oot produce both the poor itrfkats, and 
that quickly, I will make it the wont jobxhe erer med- 
dlsd in, before the night goes over her bead. [ said she 
deeerred b salt-eel for her gupper, and by tbe Lord the 
•hat! bavo H, if the boyiiuot forlfacominz." 

A Tiolent squabble amoDgst the crowd followed tbif 
harangae, some takinif part with honf^t Jack, otheit 
iiding with his wore prudent companion. Mr. Maim> ' 
pnahed forward to where Jack stood, -and, talcing the es- 
toniabed n^or by tbe hand, said, I thank you. my honeat 
ftiend, for the interest you have taken in the helpless 
ebildran tbat came oTcr iQ the SpeMlwell. There is the 
boy, quite ufe, under my care) I want to know wtiere 
the wMlan now is, that 1 najdeliTer the iittlo wanderer 
to thme who are intrusted with the care of him." 

" Ah, yoar hoQoar, if eo be he ie with you, the young 
rogoe is safe enough. As to (he woman ahe is in the bo- 
tel there ; but I doubt she ia but a bad one to hare the 
charge of BojChriatiim. HBngmeif [ wvaldtruit her with 
mjr-eat." Mr. Manro desired Jsoktogolo hiahouae, and 
wait till he r^torned hoo^e, na he wished to have nmis 
oonTenation with him, after he had aeen Captain M'Lean. 
Hnk gave a sort of a scrape, which he intended ler ■ 
bow, and promised to do what he desired ; and Mr. Mun- 
' vs, taking William's band, turned to goinlo the hotel. 
On the steps he met a waiter, of whom he inquired if 
Captain M'Lenn, of Ihe Speedwell, was in the faoiiie ? 

" Teii, air," answered the man, " he is here at present, 
b«t has juBt ordered a post chaise to go a few miles ia 
the coanlry witb a panenger he has brought cner from 
St. Lucia. At present he has no time to see anyone, bat 
ha* desired me to say that he will be here at ten o'clock 
to-morrow morning to trannidt basineiB." 

"1 cannot wait till to-morrow morning; m; business 
is with the blaak girl he ha« with h|m, I must see her 
this moment, so lose no nore time ; stn>V me to her roon 
immedifttel;^." / 

The waiter hentated a SMment, but on seeing tbat Mr^ 
Manrowaa delermiBed to be abejed, be opened tbe door 
nf a back parlour, and, standing bask, desired him to 
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i*Blk in, he beliared both the girl aDil Ciptua MfLtMr 

veie within. 

Mr. Mmmi immediatalT entMcd, bntmir Mitli«rMat- 
If nor the Captiun, though, from the confdnDn Ihat th« 
room WBi in, it wu CTideot ther had bat recent); liA it. 
' Two ehtin stood before .the Ire, cloM to e table, oa 
which were apread various articles of weariag apparali 
aiHl at a little diiingce the cabinet which Witliani belier- 
ed had b«eii left on boiird the Speedwell. It was apen. 
and all the drawers thrown about in confusion i erery 
thing that it had conlaincd appearej to have beta roBo- 
veilj'thoagh in so great a hurry as not to have allowad 
the robbers time to take any precauljona againit discove- 
rr. " Wg are too late, 1 fear, William,'* said Mr. Honro, 
*■ to prevent those wretches from taking posHMion of the 
property, 1 think, however, they cannot be fer ofT," He 
instaotly summoned the landlord of .the botal, Miil telling 
him the natnn of hU business, ordered him to permit his 
men to search his premiiei for the robbers. Whilst IM 
was employed in seeing bis orders put in eseoDliDii, Wil> 
liwn. stood crying for his sister, his poor little Jsue. The 
soand of bis well-known voic« probably awakened her, 
(br at that moment she began to cry loudly for her bro- 
ther Willy. Both William and Mr. Monro sUrted. 
Tfaqy beard her distinctly, yet lor a few seoonds coatd 
not discover irom whence the sound came. On a eloie 
searoh, Ihay found her laid nmler the sofii, and carefiill/ 
covered over with the hearth-rug, pn^bly to prerest 
it from being observed that she was there, till berwiokeil 
nurse was beyond the reach of pursuit. 

II soon became evident that Molly and her accomplice 
had acluiliy effected their escape. 

On Mr. Munro'a threntening vengeance ^;ainst all who 
had aiiiiteil them, if they did not instantly coufels what 
tbeyknew, the waiter la whom he hadfint ipaken,owDed 
Uiat be had seen tbem set nlf about half an hour before 
ID a post-chaiie for Wem, whither Molly had pretended 
to say she suspected William had been carried by one of 
the sailors, who owed ber a. gtwSg*, and it was of much 
consequence to overtake Ihem before be had lime to go 
further. The man, with every appearanoe of speakinj 
trutfi, protested his total ignorance that little Jane had 
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been left behiad, aaying, oa ths contruy, Moll; had eud 
she waa fut uleep, and aa ibe waa aTraid the child would 
take cold from travelling in the night air, bad boriowed 
a cloak from him to covar her with. 

Mr, Macro non, before the lantllord and other witnei- 
■ea, desired 'William to examine thecabinet, end awellaia 
Vheth^c the coacealed drawer had been discovered. Tha 
^lild inatantly obeyed hia direotiona, and-eoon prodaced 
hii mother'a packet, and the little monej she bad dared 
to conceal for his uae, in case of the very desertion abe 
but had too truly feared he might experience. Uia own 
liat, likewiie, itf his molher'a properly, wai there. He bad 
<iDilted to mention the circamslanoa of hia having ta- 
ken one, to ilia nncle in hia narrative. Nov, when Mr. 
Munro inquired howJt had come there, iii such a scrawl- 
ing hand, 'William answered, blushing, that be had 
thought, thoQgh he could not write very well, it would 
be beat to do it a> well aa he could, to le^ hia grandmam- 
aa and dear papa sea that he had at leaat tried to do 
what be could for their aatialaclton. 

Mr. Munro could not help pressing him to hia breast, 
as be said, "I really do not believe there ever Wat a 
child blesaed with auch admirable good sense and forti' 
tode at so tender an age. You have been, my love," 
continued he, still holding him upon hia knee " a very 
good and obedient boy, and 1 am sure when you see your 
papa again, he will love you more than ever he did, and 
study to make you happy and combirtable all the rest of 
your life. Thia paper ia now of ioestimable value ; for - 
without it, I should find a difBculty in recognising your 
poor mother'! property. Here, every thing ia so accu- 
rately described, that should we be so fortunate aa to 
overtake (he lniaci:eants, I shall easily be able to prove 
your rtght to all which they have taken Irom you." 

Mr. Monro now took the children home to bis own 
house, and committed them to the care of hia wife, who, 
after giving them a, comfortable supper, put them both 
to bed with the greatest care ;_ and, in a few days, by her 
continuation of thia Ireatmen'l, had the satistactton of 
witaeaaing the greatest potsible improvement in their 
health and appearance. Meantime, the two Mr. Munroa 
were actively employed in tracing the rile coufederatef, 
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MiLean and Mcdly. Th* mominf «flef Ihsir ifApe, 
Mr. HenrjrMuaro happened to be walking Ihroi^h: a 
liltla. narrow street, al the back at the town, wlien, by 
accidnit, in parsing a window, be bbw (be bee of ■ ma- 
lalto Woman, who inalanllj turned «n:ay, arii aaotber 
perroD drew down tb« blind to prevent big >eeia{ mere. 
He lost not a iDoment in calling tn a man whom. be aaw- 
ill the street : he desired him to go to bis brother't houie, 
and let him knott that he wanted aniitar;g;D immediatel]' ; 
promising^ his measenssr, Ihnt if he e«eoutell his^ommia- 
sion wet), he would give bim five ^tneas lor hiBtmoUe. 
The man kit no lime in earniog so uneipmted a rewarJ, 
and, in little more than half an hour, both Molly and the 
captain were leoured.with nearly the whole ofthealolen 
properly in their poBsesitoB. Their trial took place aoon 
afterwards, when William jave his testimony so diaHnoUy 
ns to call forth the praisei and approbation both of the 
judge and jury. M'Lean and Molly were convicted, on 
the cleareit evidence, and remitted to prison, to be brought 
up for JudjtnODt. on a future day; but, through some 
means, never diioovered, they contrived to mnUe their 
eicape before that time arrived,8Dd were never hearil of 
after wards. 

William and litUe Jane raidod wiUi Mr. Monro ti)l 
the trial Was over, and then went, under their unc^e 
Henry's prateelioo, into Sootland, to thair grendmotlier, 
who received them with the greatest ndectien, and tried, 
by her kindness, to make np to them, as far aa possible, 
the irrtparabla losa they had sustained in the de»th of 
their amiable and axcelUnt mother. 

Wiiiiam, one morning, soon after his arrival in Glas- 
gow, had got a task of spelling, act by a master whom 
niggond grnndmother bad engaged, ta give him a little 
private instruction, before aba seat him to school. Anx- 
iota to acquit himself properly, he went and sat down 
behind a chair, so as to be quite concealed from observa- 
tion, and was so mnch interested in learning his lesson, 
that he did not observe the entrance of a gentleman, 
who. seeii^no one in tberofim, concluded himself alone. 
After silting a few minates, he sighed so heavily, that 
WiDiam heard him. The child laid down his book, aod 
raising himself ap, sow, Ihioiigh the bars of the chair, k 



3'HE lOVSli WEST IHDIAH. 143 ' 

^ntleman in deep moartiing, who wns reiEing hii head 
oD hia hand, as he leant on & titlle table that usually 
atood bf Mrs. Muuro's cbiir. The gealluiilin wag ia 
gT*at dielren, WUliani thouglit, for he saw bim wipe bis 
face levenl times nith his handkerchief, (hough, ai his 
back was IcvBrd! bim, he could not see whether he was 
shedding tears. Our little I'riend had a most affectionate 
aad feeling lieart; the sorrows and {rials be bad himseir 
g^one through so lately, made bim enter into the dislrcse 
of anolher more fully than probably he would havo 
dooa, had he never known misfortuoe'. Gradually he 
moT^ from his hiding; place, and approached the stran- 
ger, till he bad got to hts side, when, Uying his little 
hand on his knee, he said, " Pray, pir. dun't frel." I'be 
gentlemui slarled, and, al the same moment, the father 
and son recognised each other. William threw himself 
into Major Frazer's arms, who held bim close to hia 
breail, ns if he was afraid to look at bim, for fear of being 
awakened from aa agreeable dream. 

" Is it possible, al last," said tlie Mnjor, " that I see mj 
child ill safely ! Oh, my darling William, tell me how 
you have been presirved, and whether your poor sister 
hu^ been equally fortunate." William related oil that 
happened to him, assuring his papa that Jane was quite 
safe, and much stronger and beller than when she left 
Tobago. An hour had nearly passed, before Mrs. Monro 
returned from her walk. Her astonishment equalled 
- her delight, on finding the Major with bis son. All that 
liad occurred, was related. Major Frazer shed tears over 
the history of bis poor wife's distretses, and blessed God 
for (he almost miraculous preservation of his iutanlf. He 
told his friends, that immediately on the receipt of cap- 
tain Walker'a letter, he left Tobago, at all hazards, for 
St. Lucia. Unfortunately, he did not arrire there for 
nearly a week after his children had quittfed it. From 
the worthy landlady, be received such an account, both 
of Holly's conduct and of captain M'Lean, that bis fear* 
for what might happen to the children, who were left in 
such unprincipled hands, proiloced a fever, and it was 
BBTeral weeks before he was able to pursue them (o 
Scotland. Oa reaching Port Glasgow, he learned that 
the Speedwell had not been there, but had gone to Li- 



vsrpoal, wbere, afler daliterhig her cnrgo, she had Leeo 
taken np ap ■ >tore-Ehip, and sent to the Uediterronean. 
Csptnin M'Lean hnil left her immediatel^r o" landing at 
Liverpool, and the owaen either knew nothing of vhBt 
had become of him, or were delermined to give no in- 
formation on the subjeot. He then resolred to aet oat 
ingtsntl; for Liverpool, and had cone to Glolgow, on 
bii WBj, that morning ; yet, though anxious bejond d«- 
■cription, about bis children, bethought beconld'not 
avoid devoting an hour to his poor wife's mutbar, and 
fortunately came^with that intention, when the unex- 
pected blming of &AUng bis children with her, and in 
safet;, put an end to the necenaity of prosccnting bis in- 
teoded journey. 

Little more remains to be related of the history of oar 
Young West Indian. Very soon nder the Major's return 
' to Scotland, he snoceeded, by the unexpected death of a 
near relation, to a moderate inheritence, which rendered 
him >D independent, that he told hia commission, and set- 
tled in the neighbourhood of Glasgow, devoting his whole 
time to the improvement end instruction of his amiabln 
■ad strong-minded little boy, who cimtinued to increaie 
in knowledge anil virtne, under the superior advantages 
he enjoyed, till he attained the age of manhood, when he 
became a blessing to all connected with him. and lully 
repaid his father, oy his dutiful and unremitting attention, 
for all the anxietj and trouble he had tiilien with him in 
bii youth. 

Old Jack was handsomely rewarded by Major Frazer; 
and, on hii becoming inlina, and unable to aarn hu 
bread in his profession, was settled in a small cottage on 
tile Major's estate, where he lived to a good old age, in 
business and comfort, bleaiing, every day of his life,thB- 
cbance that led him to sail in the Speedwell, where he 
had the opportunity of becoming known to the Toung 
West Indian and ^s friends. 
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